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The Founding of the Conference on College
Composition and Communication

"The broad object of the CCCC is to unite college teachers of composition
and communication in an organization which can consider all matters
relevant to their teaching, including, in general, teachers, subject matter,

methods, and students."”
From an early draft of CCCC's Constitution

On April 1 and 2, 1949, NCTE sponsored a conference focused on college freshman English in Chicago. According
to J.N. Hook's A Long Way Together: A Personal View of NCTE's First Sixty-Seven Years, the "topics discussed at
this conference included course organization, needed research, articulation of high school and college English,
teaching methods, and staffing” (1979, p. 148). With over 500 attendees, the conference was so popular and
successful, the CCCC officially became a major organization within NCTE.

When the conference organizer, John C. Gerber, requested that the CCCC be recognized as a conference group,
the Executive Committee approved the conference’s continuance for three years. The Executive Committee
also granted the conference the ability to levy dues, elect officers, hold an annual business meeting, and
publish an official periodical (Hook, 1979, p. 148). In May 1950, NCTE approved the CCCC as a permanent
organization. Hook writes:

"[The] CCCC was simply accepted as a permanent and highly prized offspring of the parent body —
the first such to be established — and destined to grow to six thousand or more members."

Today, according to its website, the CCCC is the "largest professional organization for researching and teaching
composition.” To learn more about CCCC's formation, take a look at the featured records below.

Contents:(To enlarge and clarify an image, click on it and it will open in a new window)
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CCCC Constitution
Program: Second Conference
Three-Year History of CCCC

Program: First Conference

The first conference, which led to CCCC's recognition as a organization, took place at the Stevens Hotel in
Chicago (now the Hilton Chicago on South Michigan Avenue). As the program noted, the rate for a single room
was just $4.50 to $10. On April 1 and 2, 1949, educators gathered for sessions on instructional methods relating
to building a college curriculum, teaching a freshman course in composition, hiring staff members, etc. Because

of the conference’s success, the Executive Committee readily accepted the CCCC as an organizational body
within the NCTE.

Item: Program from first conference (1949)
To learn about related material, see the following record series: 15/74/003
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CONFERENCE ON
COLLEGE FRESHMAN COURSES

IN

COMPOSITION AND COMMUNICATION

Sponsored by

The National Council of Teachers
of English

Friday and Saturday

April 1 and 2, 1949

The Stevens Hotel

CHICAGO

A registration fee of $1.00 is being charged each delegate, in order
to meet the general expenses of the Conference.

‘The luncheon for chairmen or directors (or their representatives) of
Freshman Courses in Composition or Communication is to be held on
Saturday, April 2, between 12:15 and 1:30. The price for the luncheon
(including tip) is $3.00. Make your reservations immediately with the
Chairman of the Local Committee, Ernest Samuels (Northwestern University,
Evanston, Illinois).

Make room reservations direct with The Stevens Hotel, and mention
this Conference in writing. Room rates: Single, $4.50 to $10.00. Double,
$7.50 to $12.50. Twin, $8.50 to $15.00.

There are exhibits by various publishers of textbooks and other ma-
terials for use in courses in composition or communication.

There are exhibits also of audio-visual materials.

GENERAL COMMITTEE

John Gerber, State University of Towa, Chairman and responsible
for arrangement of program.

George Wykoff, Purdue University, Associate Chairman and re-
sponsible for publicity.

Harold Allen, Iﬁ.ivelity of Minnesota.

John Cowley, Towa State Teachers College.

Clyde Dow, Michigan State College.

Karl Dykema, Youngstown College.

Ada Roberts, Culver-Stockton College.

Ernest Samuels, Northwestern University.

Francis Shoemaker, University of Wisconsin,

E. A. Tenny, Ripon College,

Bertha Watts, Canterbury College.

Samuel Weingarten, Wright Junior College.

Carlton Wells, University of Michigan.

Mentor Williams, Illinois Institute of Technology.

LOCAL COMMITTEE
Ernest Samuels, Northwestern University, Chairman
Herman Bowersox, Roosevelt College.
Wallace Douglas, Northwestern University.
Ellen A. Frogner, Chicago Teachers College.
Josiah L. Geist, Wright Junior College.
Harrison Hayford, Northwestern University.
Robert Mayo, Northwestern University.
Frank Murphy, C. M., De Paul University.
Pauline Rosaire, Herzl Junior College.
Henry Sams, University of Chicago.
Beatrice Timmis, University of Illinois, Navy Pier.
Allen E. Tuttle, Northwestern University.
Norman Weyand, $. J., Loyola University.
Mentor Williams, Illinois Institute of Technology.
Horace Williston, Wilson Junior College.

SATURDAY, APRIL 2

Fikst Sessiox, 9:00-10:25. “Integrating High School and College Work”

Chairman; Semuel Weingarten, Wright Junior College, Chicago.
Speakers: Lionel Lightner, New Trier High School, Winnetka, IIl.
(20 min).
A. K. Stevens, University of Michigan (20 min.).
Discussion to be opened by Nelle F. Kerchner, Chicago Board of Educa-
tion.
John Cowley, Towa State Teachers College.

Seconp SEssioN, 10:35-12:00. “Instructional Methods™

Chairman: Ernest Samuels, Northwestern University.

Speakers: “Motivating the Superior Student,” Robert H. Moore, Uni-
versity of Illinois (15 min.).
“Motivating the Lowest Fifth,” Carrie Stanley, State Uni-
versity of Towa (15 min.).
“Handling Problems of Grammar,” Robert C. Pooley, Uni-
versity of Wisconsin (15 min.).

Discussion to be opened by Karl Dykema, Youngstown College.

Clara Laidlay, Michigan State College.

LuncaEon, 12:15-1:30. For chairmen or directors (or their representatives)

of Freshman Courses in Composition or Communi-
cation.

Tairo Session, 1:30-1:55. Business Meeting.

Chairman: John C. Gerber, State University of Iowa.

Fourtsr Session, 2:00-4:00. “Obtaining, Training, and Keeping a Competent

Chairman: Fred W. Lorch, Towa State College.

Speakers: John W. Ashton, Dean of the College, Indiana University
(20 min.).
Carlton Wells, University of Michigan (20 min.).
1. P. Callahan, Kansas State College (20 min.).
Diseussion to be opened by Francis Shoemaker, University of Wisconsin

‘Thomas Dunn, Drake University.

W. B. Fulghum, Stephens Collcge.

-

PROGRAM
*

FRIDAY, APRIL 1

Fimst Session, 10:00-12:00. “Concepts Basic to Freshman Courses in
Composition and Communication”

Chairman: Edward A, Tenney, Dean, Ripon College.

Speakers:  James M. McCrimmon, University of Illinois at Galeshurg
(30 min.).
Richard M. Weaver, The College, University of Chicago
(30 min.).
Discussion to be opened by Mentor Williams, Tilinois Tnstitute of Tech-
nology.
A. M. Buchan, Washington University.

Seconp Sesston, 1:30-3:30. “Curriculum: Four Theories of Course Organi-
zation”

Chairman: Charles W. Roberts, University of Tllinois.

Speakers:  Wallace Douglas, Northwestern University (15 min.).
Harold Allen, University of Minnesota (15 min.).
Virginia French, Teachers College, Columbia University,
(15 min.).
S. 1. Hayakewa, Chicago, Illinois (15 min.).

Discussion to be opened by John Hodges, University of Tennessee,
Bertha Watts, Canterbury College.

Trmp Sessio, 3:45.5:00. “The Needs and Possibilities for Research”
Chairman: George S. Wykoff, Purdue University.
Speaker:  Paul B. Diederich, Board of Examinations, University of
Chicago (30 min.).

Discussion to be opened by Clyde W. Dow, Michigan State College.
James J. Jelinek, Missouri School of Mines
and Metallurgy.
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The complete program from the first conference, listing the conference sessions available for each day and the committee members who
organized the event.

Back to top

NCTE Recognition of CCCC

On November 23, 1949, NCTE's Executive Committee voted to recognize the CCCC as a conference group for an
additional three years. This approval granted the conference powers typical to an organization, including the
right to levy dues, elect officers, and hold annual meetings. In addition, the conference could publish its own
periodical, the quarterly College Composition and Communication. Two days after NCTE's recognition, members
of the CCCC gathered at a luncheon to vote on whether to accept the Council's terms. After approving, they
elected three officers: John C. Gerber, chairman; George Wykoff, secretary; and Charles W. Roberts, editor. As
part of NCTE's terms, the treasurer of NCTE was also automatically the treasurer of CCCC.

Item: Draft of CCCC Recognition (1950)
To learn about related material, see the following record series: 15/74/003
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- Bes COLLEOE OOMPOSITION AMD TI0) /

Zo

On November 23, 1949, the Executive Oommittee of the NATIONAL

ool OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH inaft HOTE] in
L {hans 3 s wetizg Chatrman, John 0, Gexber, University of Iowa, Towa City, Iowa
Buff; WTE TeCog! e CONa
B e Torg re vl G e TET T e Vi, Sacpetary, Oeorge Wykoff, Purdue University, Lafayebte, Indiana
FERENCE ON COLLRGE COMPOSITION AND COMUUNICATION (hereinafter eslled
Bditor, Oharles W, Boberts, University of T1llinois, Urbana, Illinols
Llele) HCTE for a perdod of three years under TR
40 Shuhwnnes, o o i i - By the fcharter' of 0000 already quoted the Treasurer of NOTE 1s
the following conditionss
sutonatically Treasurer of CCCC.

e group may elect its own chalrman and secretary, bubt

the Treasurer of NOTE shall be its Treasurer,

o : X Also on November 26, 1949 the Executive Committee of NOTT voted that
The group may edit and ¥OTE will publish for it a period-

leal devoted exclusively to the special interest of the group GO0C es organized on November 25, 1949 be accepted as a conference group of
and not competing with any of the official organs of WOTE,

Such a magaszine shall be edited by an oﬂi{a;r" er Oditoa:l kvaol:l- the YOTE,

mittee named by the up subject to conf tion by OCU-

tive Oommittee of Eﬁu In the propossl and prepsration of a On March 21, 1950, the four officers of 0000, meeting in Ohicago ore
BONOE: or pamphlet kbu group shall follow the same procedure

ag an NOIE conndttee, Any pamphlet published for the group by deved that its periodicsl should be a querterly naned Gollege Composition and
HOTE shall be so designated on the cover and/or title pages

The group may levy dues; in addition to NOTE dues, wpon
its members, and the not eds of any publication issued
for 4t by WIS shall o in its accomnt, Bills incurred
by the group -hnl be p-m by the Treasurer upon requisition
signed by the 0] The group shall not, without express
permisaion of the Executive Ueni.ttu of m§ incur sny obli=
gation exceeding its funds in the hands of ﬂu Treasurer.

Gommmnication, to be published in February, Yay, October, and December,

The group shall have one mecting, including its annual
business meeting, as a part of the amual convention of NCIE,
the day snd hour to be arranged with the president of MOTH, It
#hall also be encoursged to have other sessions in the same

. ity just preseding or just following the NUTE convention, It
may conduct another program meeting each year st a different
time and place

on la"nber 25, 1949, the fifty-five persons present at the luncheon

for organizing the Uonference on College Composition and Commmicstion vobed As Secretary-Treasurer of NOTE and Treasurer of G0CC, I participated

to aceept the arrangements approved by the Sxecubive Committee of the National 4n all these actions, and certify that the above statements are correct,

Council of Teachers of Pnglish, At this organization meeting of CCUC the fol-
lowing officers were electeds

A draft certifying NCTE's recognition of CCCC and outlining the major actions taken by both organizations.

Back to top

Luncheon Meeting Minutes: November 25, 1949

After obtaining NCTE's approval, the CCCC held a luncheon meeting at Hotel Lafayette in Buffalo, New York on
November 25, 1949 to discuss and vote on the Council's terms. Around 75 members attended the meeting and
readily approved NCTE's conditions. In addition to electing officers, they also discussed the upcoming
conference. Both general and specific suggestions were received.

Item: Copy of Meeting Minutes (1949)
To learn about related material, see the following record series: 15/74/003
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CORFIICE CAQUF OF GRS COUREES T COLPOSTILON 10 COBIATION
Luncheon Mecting, Hotel Lafzyette, Buffelo, M. Y.
Friday, Noveaber 25, 1949

Abbendance, about 75,

Presiding, John Co Gerber

John G Gerber announced the action of the Ixecutive Conmittee of the
Nationsl (munr:ll of Teachers of English, bo wit:
ce Group on College Courses in Composition and Con-
cation wan aubhorized for a period of thres yoars,
vb) The Group would have one meeting at t}
convention; it wuld also have it busin ire,
&) The Group vould have an additional meeting (ar conference) ab a time
other than the aumal NCTE convention,
The of ficers would be a chairman, a secretary, an editor, ad a
treamurer, the Last to be the treasurer of the NCTE, who would
handle &1l financial transactions of the group; bhe editor and
editorial staff to be approved by the NOTE ixecutive Comitbees
/) The Group could publish o nagazino for the eachango of informae
tion arong its nembers; any other publications, such as mono-
graphs, would go through the office of the NUTE director
of publications,
JE) & condition for membership in the group was membership in the NCTEs

é

© 2 lfoved, scconded, and passed that the NOTE Execubive Conmittee be asked
to abolish the Committee on Frosinan English Conference # (authorized one yesr
ago for a pericd of two yoars)e

03+ loved, scconded, and passed that the conditions of the NOTE Exeoutive
Gomittee in authorizing the Confercnce Group on College Cowrsos in Composition
and Commurication be accepteds

by 5 nozinating-comittee (Chaiman, Harold Allen, Unive
V].Ce-Chaiman Karl Dykena, Youngstown College) presented the
nen, dohn C. Geroer, Stete University of Tona; Sccretar:
Purdue Umvers tor, Charlos e Roberts, University of IL
sditorial ad 0ard of four o aix aembers bo be chosen fron various
rogions of Lm r:nunt.r,v'). Additional nominations were asked for, There being
none, notion nade, secondod and passed that the nominations be closed

47 of lnnesota
oning slates

V54 The mattor of duos wes discussed, & motion that dues be §3,00 & year
wes anonded, ard passed that dues for esbership n the group be §2.00 a year,
in addition to the reguler NOTE ducs,

¥The persomnel of the Uomittee on Freshnan English Conference wast
John G, Gerber, State University of Iows; Associate Cheiraen, Geongs
Purdue University; Harold illen, University of Minnesota; John Conley, Iowa
State Teachers College; Clyds Dow, Michigan State College; Kerl lykens, Youngs-
town Collage; ida Roberts, Culver-Stockton College; Ernest Samiels, Norbhmestern
University; Francis Shoeneker, University of Wisconsing Buhe Tenny, Ripon College;
Bertha Watbs, Canterbury Ooll mel. ieingarten, liright Jundor Collego;
gnx;\:horl Vells, University of Ifichigan; Mentor Williens, Illinois Instibute of
chno)

Gl

b6s Suggestions for the proge: he proposed Conference on College
Gourses in Cosposition and Commnication to b held in Chicago noxt spring
(1950) were asked for, and roceived gs follows:

General: s, liore discussion; fewer papers,

b, Foraal discussion (mamms to discuss) or P8
clininated,

e Progran be designed to £it or be adapted to re;
$ive collegos, large, small, state, technicel, bo
sty

du Timc of meebing be th some other associabion (like

North Central Association), making possible larger

attendance,

Suzll moctings ke held as well as lary

" Pussibilisias of metings by tgpes of solloges or by
regions (see c).

e

Specific: a, Sumaries of papers
dstributed if po:
5L e e fomerly used
by the Colloge Lntrance Board,
e, Discussion by the NICE Comuittee on English in Pre-

ven to be prepared ahead of tine and

s

4o Vorkshops be held: subjects aml gencral flan to be
announced zhoad, 4 s¢ atbending might cone pre-
pered; Loaders $o be those exporienced in Leoding tscuss:
dons

'+ One workshop problen be that of training (for the small
colloge ab least) to teach the new commnication courses
nore officiently.

5P cmal Foporta on eod surveye of tasts, nd thoir

3 stc slon or pancl or workshop on tests of abilitics to
writo,

b 7. & request was mdo that addi:
encebe sent to the Cheiruan, John Co
City, Ton,

donzl suggestions for this
roer, Stabe University of

0 8 lotion for adjournnent was made, seconded, and passods

Georgo S, Tiykof s
Secretary

e

The two pages of minutes from the luncheon meeting, which discussed NCTE's conditions for CCCC's recognition and the second

conference.

CCCC Constitution

In the early 1950s, the CCCC worked on drafting its constitution and bylaws. The constitution would not only
provide an organizational structure, but it would also define the CCCC's long-term goals. In a draft of an early
constitution, section three outlined these objectives: "The broad object of the CCCC is to unite college
teachers of composition and communication in an organization which can consider all matters relevant to their
teaching, including, in general, teachers, subject matter, methods, and students.” The first constitution was

approved in November, 1951.

Item: Copy of proposed CCCC Constitution (ca. 1950)

To learn about related material, see the following record series: 15/74/003
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ARTICLE 1
lame and Object

3 of this organiza ‘authorized by the
%ﬂmﬂ e T g M Ty g G e

with the annual - Comvention of the NCTE on November 25, 1949,

this ‘be the Conference on
Moai mn Communication, —

The broad objest of the CCJC 4s to unite college teachers of
ion and gnu /! wiich can consider all
) 4o y Ancluding, ral, teachers,
subject matter, methodsy and students, The specific cbjects are:

to provide an opp for ¢dscusion
ng to the
& compos itdon and courses,
0 e 2) to encourage studies and research in the field, and
. ) 3) to publish a bulletin

.. conferences and articles of interest to of
aposition and dcation :
.,," L. Wit o ,"‘n
Yesbership

8 member of the Hational Couneil of Teachers of English
who 8 in any phase or area of ceollege compesition or come
mnication is eligible for uembershlp in CCCCe

g, e o o ¢ i i
We%mﬁ R e 31 ﬁﬂﬂ’,am:&

mmgn q-?al
31,60 is for a subseription to the ¢dal periodical of the erganiza=

tion,
3g Inptdtud i w is cpen to eny
; name of one of its menbern (such &s the chairman or

airector of composi camunication) who 3 also a member of the
WoTke: - The pus’ Anstitution shall pay dues of 00 a year which

be for the maintenance , of
v three copies of each fssue of which shall be sent to the sustaining
institution,

A copy of an early draft of the CCCC constitution.

Back to top

Program: Second Conference

Following the first closely, the second conference was once again held at the same hotel for two days. The
difference was in the number of sessions, the second conference offering much more than the first one. In
addition to discussing the fundamentals of college composition, workshops also offered more specialized topics,
such as "Freshman English for Engineers,” "The Construction and Use of Objective Tests,"” and "The Organization
and Use of a Writing Laboratory.” Overall, Hook notes that CCCC programs "repeatedly stressed the importance
of such things as accuracy and honesty of statement, clarity of thought, and intelligence and intelligibility of
organization” (1979, p. 149).

Item: Program from second conference (1950)
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To learn about related material, see the following record series: 15/74/003

Spring. Mooting

CONFERENCE ON
COLLEGE

COMPOSITION AND COMMUNICATION

The National Council of Teachers
of English

Friday and Saturday

March 24 and 25, 1950

o .
g The Stevens Hotel
Chicago

NOTICES
HEADQUARTERS. Registration Headguarters are on the Third Floor,

Center Section, Stevens Hotel. Registration begins at 8:30 a. m. Friday. «

REGISTRATION FEE. A registration fee of $1.00 is being charged ]

each delegate, in order to meet the general expenses of the Conference
meetings. Attendance is open to all who are interested.

LUNCHEON TICKETS. The luncheon (closing session, Saturday,*

12:30 to 2:30) is priced at $3.00, including tax and tip. Tickets for the
luncheon must be purchased sometime on Friday, March 24—at Regis-
tration Headquarters.

ccee M SHIP. ip in the org
the Conference on College Composition and Communi
all members of the National Council of Teachers of English, upon pay-
ment of membership dues of $2.00. This membership includes sub-
seription to the Conference magazine published four times a ye

able at Registration Headquarters. (For 1950 officers and directors, see

page 6.)

1949 REPORT. Still available are copies of last year’s “Report of the:
Conference on College Freshman Courses in Composition and Com-
munication, April 1 and 2, 1949.” Included are all the papers (fifteen)
given, in full. Price, $2.00. At Registration Headquarters.

EXHIBITS. There are exhibits by various publishers of textbooks and.

other materials for use in courses in composition or communication.
Third Floor.

LOCAL COMMITTEE
Wallace W. Douglas, Northwestern Univers:
Philip C. Durham, Elmhurst College, Treas
Herman Bowersox, Roosevelt College.
David Cameron, Evanston Community College.
Walter E. Case, C. M., De Paul University.

, Chairman.

Josiah L. Geist, Wright Junior College. i

Margaret E. Perry, University of Chicago.

Pauline Rosaire, Herzl Junior College.

Henry Sams, University of Chicago.

Jayne N. Samuels, Evanston Collegiate Institute.
George Steiner, Chicago Teachers College.
Beatrice Timmis, University of Tllinois, Navy Pier.
Norman Weyand, S. J., Loyola University.

Mentor Williams, Illinois Institute of Technology.
Horace Williston, Wilson Junior College.

tion, is open to

L

I

NotE:

No. 10.

No. 11.

No. 12,

No. 13.

No. 14.

WORKSHOPS

For information about newly added sections, see the Mimeographed
Bulletin at the Registration Desk.

. The Function of the Composition Course in General Education

(Room 4)
Chairman, Ellsworth Barnard, Alfred University
Secretary, Ralph N. Miller, Western Michigan College

. The Function of the Communication Course in General Education

(Room 22)
Chairman, Donald Bird, Stephens College
Secretary, Freida Johnson, George Peabody College for Teachers

. Objectives and Organization of the Composition Course (Room 14)

Chairman, C. Rexford Davis, Rutgers University
Seeretary, Kenneth Houp, Pennsylvania State College

. Objectives and Organization of the Communication Course

(Room 19)
Chairman, Harold B. Allen, University of Minnesota
Secretary, Thomas Dunn, Drake University

. Grammar in the Freshman Course (Room 10)

Chairman, Darrel Abel, Franklin and Marshall College
Seeretary, George E. Smock, Indiana State Teachers College

. Semantics in the Freshman Course (West Ballroom)

Chairman, S.I. Hayakawa, Chicago, Illinois
Secretary, F.P. Chisholm, River Falls State Teachers College

. Reading and Grading Themes (Room 5)

Chairman, John W. Weimer, University of Michigan
Secretary, Theodore Kallsen, West Virginia University

. The Construction and Use of Objective Tests (Room 6)

Chairman, Paul B, Diederich, Princeton, New Jersey
Seeretary, John A. Ford, State University of Towa

. The Organization and Use of a Writing Laboratory (Room 8)

Chairman, Frederic E. Reeve, Michigan State College
Secretary, James Paul Stokes, Florida State University
The Organization and Use of a Reading Clinic (Room 9)
Chairman, Boyd Jackson, University of Illinois
Secretary, Mabel Lacey, Fort Hays Kansas State College
Freshman English for Engineers (Room 3)

Chairman, Mentor Williams, Tllinois Institute of Technology
Secretary, R. A. Wells, Carnegie Institute of Technology ¢
Articulating High School and College Work (Room 13)
Chairman, John C. Hodges, University of Tennessee
Secretary, Ray C. Maize, Purdue University
Administration of the Composition Course (Room 20)
Chairman, Henry W. Sams, University of Chicago
Secretary, C.V.Wicker, University of New Mexico
Administration of the Communication Course (Room 21)
Chairman, Max Fuller, Grinnell College

Secretary, James I, Brown, University of Minnesota

The cover and pages from the second program. Page two lists the variety of workshops conducted at this conference.
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Three-Year History of CCCC

In 1952, John Gerber, the first chair of CCCC, published a three-year history of the organization. Appearing in
the October issue of the journal College Composition and Communication, the article provided an account of
the driving force behind CCCC's formation and its maturity into a full-fledged, permanent organization. Gerber
also highlighted the CCCC's significant successes and milestones.

Item:Copy of article, "Three-Year History of CCCC"(1952)
To learn about related material, see the following record series: 15/74/003

https://archives.library.illinois.edu/ncte/about/april.php
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National Council of Teachers of English Archives at the University of lllinois
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The first page of Gerber's "Three-Year History of CCCC," which details the beginnings of CCCC.
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ThreeYear History of the CCCC

JOHN C. GRBER!

In February of 1947 the National
Council of Teachers of English and the
Speech Association of America jointly
sponsored a conference in Chicago for
those interested in the teaching of read-
ing, witing, and specch to college fresh-
men. About two hundred attended. Al-
though this was not the formal begin-
ning of the Conference on College Com-
‘position and Communication, it suggest-
ed to many the need and potential use-
fulness of such an organization.

‘The following year, 1948, at its con-
vention in November, the National Coun-
cil held a session on freshman composi-
tion (“Three Views of Required Eng-
lish”). As a result of a formal request
from the persons attending this session
the National Council's Executive Com-
mittee authorized & two-day spring con-
ference for teachers of college composi-
tion and communication in Chicago for
April 1-2, 1949. The General Committee
for this conference included John Ger-
ber, chairman; George WykoF, associ-
ate chairman; Harold Allen, John Cow-
ey, Clyde Dow, Karl Dykema, Ada Rob-
erts, Ernest Samuels, Francis Shoemaker,
Earl Tenney, Samuel Weingarten, Carl-
ton Wells, and Mentor Williams. Over
500 attended the conference, and the
pepers delivered there were subsequent-
ly published in a 109-page report (now
out of print). The first formal steps for
a permanent organization were taken
at this conference.

The permanent organization came in-
to being at the Buffalo convention of the
National Council in November, 1949. On
petition of the college teachers attending
a luncheon meeting, the Executive Com-
‘mittee of the National Council establish-
ed the Conference on College Composi-

18tate University of Tova
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tion and Communication as a confer-
ence group within the Council for a per-
iod of three years. The Conference was
anthorized to elect its own officers (ex-
copt that the treasurer of the Council
was to be the treasurer of the Confer-
ence); to hold its znnual business meet-
ing each November at the time of the
Council Convention; to sponsor separ-
ate national or regional meetings in the
spring of each year if it so desired; and
to publish its own magazine, a quarterly,
College Composition and. Communica-
tion. Elected by those attending the
luncheon meeting were the following of-
ficers: John C. Gerber, chairman; George
Wykoff, secrotary; Wilbur Hatfield,
treasurer; and Charles W. Roberts, edi-
tor. These officers, in tum, appointed an
Executive Committee of twenty-six mem-
bers distributed both geographically and
institutionally. During the calendar year
1950 the Conference membership grew
to 530, representing forty-six states, Ha-
wali, and the District of Columbia. The
first issue of the quatterly appeared in
March, 1950. In the same month a nation-
al meeting held in Chicago attracted over
five hundred persons. This was the first
conference in which workshops were
combined with general assemblies and
discussion meetings. The workshop re-
ports were published in Gollege Compo-
sition and Communication, May, 1950,
At the regular business meeting held
at the time of the Council Convention in
Milwaukee, November 24, 1930, the fol-
lowing officers were clected: George
Wykoff, chairman; Harold Allen, associ-
ate chairman, Glean J. Christensen, sec-
retary. Wilbur Hatfield continued as
treasurer and Charles Roberts as editor.
Twelve new members of the Executive
Commmittee were elected. Under these of-
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