1 consider Roger :‘bert %o be the finost young wen I have met in the past ten years. He
hes persomsl snd intellectusl quelities which would moke for success in eny field he ohos
to enter, His undergrnduste record dods not do him snything like justice, for he was
epresding hias energles over a wide ores; he wes working as o reporter for the locsl news
paper and waa alao deeply involved in the student news pesper. In fact, he becams sdlitor
of the stddent paper ma = senior. Hies bocoming editor is suggestive of his entire cereer
in thet the faculty beard iwd soze doubt qbout him because he wan intersated in other
thinge then journalism, I was consulited becsuse I had known himsince his first ococming
%o the university nnd was oble to see the sourcen of their hesitation, Heedleas to say
he wes » brillisnt sucosss ma an edltor and recelvid ndticnal recognition. Wnen he ceme
to spply to the Engliesh Depertament for admission »s n graduste student, I wee sgoin cone
sulted becsuse of doubta srising ae s result of nie interest in thinge other themn dnglieh
He was sdmittec provisionolly for the sumser with the understanding that he make an A

in the two ccurses he took., He did that, I think it is slso well to polnt out that he
was offered jobs on more then one substantisl newspsper with prospects for a brililant
career, Hia flair ss n politicnl raportar is indeed outstending. However, he decided
for gredurte work and hess applied himeelf to thet wholeheartedly. I could well wish thst
more of my collesuges were man of his slert mird. I'd say that, whatever ila resord,

any profession should meke conoessione in order to sttrsct him, Perhsps I should edd thh
he was in my clesass at all levels of urdergraduste study, literaiure oand writing olssses
Further, hs visited me inlondon on his way home from his yesr in South Africe end wee

8 splendid companion in gellerles, on the Heath, in the pub. On thias aide of hies
oharacter I am aupported by my wife snd teen sge deughters(who tend %o be very oritiocal
of university stvdents in genersl). Stuffy profeusors are sometimes put off by his ine
tenes snthuslssm, but even they sdpit that his work is of +hm,£1rﬂt cualitys Perhaps

you are smiling to yourself ard saying, "This muet be some kind of peragon.” I reply,
"Exsotly," April 15, 1966
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