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My dear Miss Webster: 

1.- CHARGE OF WORK FOR THE BLIND 

GERTRUDE T. RIDER 

Maroh 15, 1920. 

Enclosed find copy of a letter 
written by one of our blind women, who is well known 
in the world for the blind as the author of a success
ful book. 

Mr. Carl H. Milam, 
American Library Association, 
24 West 39th Street, 
New York City, N.Y. 

of Work for the Blind. 

• 



1334, N. C.. in. . 11. E. 
~ahln Qlll, • c. 

March 12.t.b, 1920. 

l nave w tched with keene~t interest your 
efforts to hu114 gp library ln Bevlaed Brail~•. Orad• Qnc 
and ~;u a~ad wish to oongr:\tul t-e you upon your Rc<le•• · 
Alti ough ywr •Horta have · ee:a c.Hrocted p,r rUy for tho 
'War ... hlln4. o.ll touc re dttra wUl eve tually protft 'thurub;v. 

~n l~n• than thr~e ye~rs Q• tbo no~ 
unifc.na t,rpe ~u~ do t~ , the bllnd aa ~ cllse re not v ry 
ent~stastie; e oh one cltng~n to his old oystea ~nd the 
drca ot OllO lmifondty wit 1 .11 it att nd nt dwntaetea, 
l!UHta'f.ld n 1 Of'1.!1. way oH. '!'lie ir~Ost ftallh"U ln• a-~;ong \18 eould 
c~:r hope tlrot the next gonernt ion '#OUld aot be burd\tned a 
e h~ve been t .h a ltiplicl 7 of typ • · 

ou , score ot ro r - rs r lo•u•nh!t the 
ow l3r&11let eni skl~ tor • ookv Frintc.td in H . 

l belle" tb<'~t your .efforts aore tha any other f. ctor hasn 
helped to bring about t ta result . 

Ycu v poreletently enecura ed r- adera to 
10M"" tl'!!e o tyJ*. Your volu:n.t. or t~· nscr lhtu•a nll over 
the 4owntry h ve don~ ~ch to p~pulnrit.et the ne~ retlle. 
Being sighted pereone wbo ve learned Dr~1lle ta order to 
tra!leerlbtt for the wnr-bltnd• they b-.. n JIM !~tter•st.ed and 
t~u ht ~111 bltftd pereens ln tholr looallt1••· 

A Oft all you ve :lli::td~ it fO lnt to 

f 
ce~tain tho tlnd or oote our readere most need and desire 

rtitht~r than what a. :t>lghted co lttee tb'ln'k tb&y shotAld Jl.• w . 

~Au on• ot ,tbl.tr r~t:J<'!er.e t Yleb to express 
my npprecl~tlon ot what you awl the organlautione ortl ~ lth 
you, ~ e del lor 't.he bl !nd reaaor• of tbls c~ntry. 

Tho outlook lor touch rendora la or l"";hter 
t~J\ ever •fore wltb he caaing of deatr ble ·oot• rJntod 
Ill au )eat pos.slble type, their -..bar -rill b• gren.tly la-
crt.(. llll.t t:l,. ,ery elnesroly• 

delia Jl,. Hoyt. 



-::;;;...--

My dear lliss Hider= 

COPY. 

68 Kerkland str~et, 
Camb ri dga > M:1.1 s 

}&l.rch 12, 1920. 

If any st:;.t .... ment ro r •• rr..e , :r...:gg.rding 
tho v~lue and need of nxaillo ~ooks,wlll help to in
tereot the ;t:.blio enG. so iucu:ease jhe Era.ille literature, 
I .ill c- rta.inly try tc. give my sincere opinion The 
~ta.tement and. b lief that books a.re mans best friend, 
is oort&J.nly true in tr case of bli 1ded people th&t 
have beer dap:tived of so msn,y ot'.her pler..s1.t:res. Although 
e.s yet I am e. slow reader, I find a great deal. c! pleasure 
ir. e, go d stoey in Braille. If .1y interest in Bra.11le 
11 t~ r-ture 1 in any ;v y a meeoure of the interest of 
the average blind noldier i n suet litcra.ture, it is 
bard to ever estima.t$ the va.lua. F1owever,I do believe 
that there lo s. need for books of a. aimpl&r a.nd plainer 
diction, asp cia.ll; for the beginner in the use of Braille. 
,e hc.ve to consider that the a.v"rage blir.Ldsd soldier 

has s, limitf:d. eoucation and :ts in ne d of books of this 
kind so that he 'Jill no\ baoome dJ.a\louragad ·ffhen first 
stc.rting in. I have heard ms.ny xama.rka to this effect 
by soldiers, "that tbey ha.ve a hard ti 1e to ULdSrsta.nd 
what they are reFding because of the use of ~o many 
big stra.n.ge wordS, a.n· so g«tt an idea that th ;re is no 
use in trying ;o .lec..r. B:.:-r.ille. 

Youra e-:incerely, 

James '1'. Ridde rvold.. 




