
 
+++ plato iv group notes +++ 
general interest notes 1974 
notes beginning nov 22, 1974 
file onotes19 printed at 12:53 pm on june 10, 1976 
 
---------- note 0 note order 
  11/22     08.04     john r       reading 
 
Seems to me it's been mentioned before, but.... 
 
Has any thought been given to storing these notes in most. 
recent-note-at-the-tcp-of-the-page order? I find it easier 
to start with the most recent note and go backward until 
I encounter one I've already read than to remember which 
number/name I had read before. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/22     09.56     whansen       csa 
 
It would be nice if from the directory page some key 
like NEXT would take me to the most recent note (or 
the last one on the page). Then I would not have to 
wait to see the entire directory. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/22     12.13     berger       users 
 
I thought that, in the discussion, it was said that this 
suggestion was impractical in the case of "continued" 
notes...ie: those that were more than one page. 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/22     13.44     tenczar       s 
 
John's suggestion seems very worthy implementation... 
I will see what can be done 
 
---------- response 4 
  11/25     15.16     celia       pso 
 
But please make this an option, not the only way to go 
through notes. I prefer seeing the directory and then 
choosing were to start, since there are frequently notes 
which I have read, but which have responses I haven't 
read. 
 
---------- note bad micro 
  11/22     10.25     judy       pso 
 
A very strange thing happened at about 9:50 am just before 



 
the 10:00 am reload. 
 
Was working through a lesson "movement" which includes a 
-micro- and an -imain- unit with a -force micro-. Went 
through the first two parts of the lesson just fine. 
In the third part of the lesson, it suddenly started 
behaving as if a totally different micro set were connected 
to the lesson. At one point, I got " 11/15/74" instead 
of the micro from my lesson! I'm sure it was a -micro- 
because I got strings of letters from single keypresses. 
 
Now at 10:20. the lesson works perfectly. I haven't 
touched it! (Only looked in "inspect only".) 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/22     10.31     andersen       s 
 
We hope we will have this one fixed very soon.... 
 
---------- note 5 site displ 
  11/22     10.32     deiss       phar 
 
Would it be possible to put a help page on the site 
display to explain the numbers? I don't think I 
understand then yet, and I know students don't. 
 
For example, just now 3 of our students were on. They 
were all running the same lesson and going through the 
same router. But all three had the lesson and router 
ecs requirements listed beside their name on the site 
page. It would be nice if one could type in a station 
number and press data to get a breakdown of the ecs use 
in common, storage, etc. and to find out what exactly is 
being charged against the site. 
 
steve 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/22     11.15     ruth       chem 
 
The rules are: a given lesson or common is charged only 
once to a site, regardless of how many students are using 
it, A storage block (incluing router variables) is 
charged to each user. 
 
(How do your students see the site display?) 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/22     11.23     deiss       phar 
 
My mistake.....I thought they saw it as authors do 
when they try to sign on and can't. Is there some 
way to indicate on the site page that several people 
are sharing the same lesson? 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/22     12.15     berger       users 



 
Yes: Get the codeword to lesson site for your site 
(this isn' too likely for network site 0. is it?) 
and the site listing shows shat lesson each student 
 
---------- note 8 Copywrite 
  11/22     11.19     orpheus       cu 
 
        I've been thinking about some problems PLATO is 
sure to run into as more schools use it to teach course 
material. It seems to me that the system will have to 
compete with publishers for the services of respected 
teachers. Publishers can offer copywrites and royalties, 
while the unauthorized use of computer software is nowhere 
near as well protected against. Further, PLATO is not now 
--and probably won't be in he future--able to pay people 
like (say) Linus Pauling or Carl Sagan to produce material 
for system use. Developing course for PLATO can be as large 
an undertaking as writing a textbook of comparable coverage, 
and it seems clear that most professionals are going to go 
where the money is. This may seem crassly cynical, but the 
competition schools go through to get and keep high quality 
teachers should be an indication of what PLATO may be in 
for. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/22     11.30     avner       s 
 
There will be provision for copyright of PLATO materials 
and distribution of royalties for their use. Details are 
being worked out for one such agreement between the 
University of Illinois and CDC. Such an arrangement cannot 
be placed in effect on PLATO, however, until the current 
funding by NSF is completed. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/22     11.59     obrien       uicc 
 
Come to think of it. to whom do the materials already 
produced belong, supported as they are by government funding 
of the system on which they were produced 
What are the chances of nasty legal hassles of unenforcable 
copyrights of these materials? 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/22     12.21     avner       s 
 
The source of support of the individual involved (including 
any local arrangements with your own institution) would 
probably determine ownership of lessons. There is no simple 
way to generally specify ownership under the wide variety of 
conditions under which PLATO materials have been produced. 
 
---------- response 4 
  11/22     14.27     crooks       siu 



 
Then there will be the people who will write for PLATO 
simply to do it...I am sure that you could get a copy- 
right on works stored in an information retrieval 
system...since copyrights do protect the copyrighted 
material from being stored in them without the consent 
of the holder of the copyright. 
 
Olo¬erin 
 
---------- response 5 
  11/25     09.42     perry       uw 
 
   Such problems as mentioned in the original note 
will be around until a very much larger system is 
available. (Say, >10,000 users.) Then the economy 
of scale (more potential users of any given lesson) 
will make the royalties worth the time and effort 
of producing (or supervising the production of) lesson 
material. 
 
   I believe that such systems are being considered as 
am outgrowth of the PLATO experiece. 
 
---------- response 6 
  11/25     10.06     glaucon       cu 
 
Perry has esentially the right idea...However the Plato 
system as it exist now is not capable of competing with 
publishing houses since the system is not large enough 
to make this worth while. The problem to which Orpheus 
addresses himself is one which is in the distant 
if not non-existant future considering the cutback in 
University funds for such things as Plato. 
Ken Rush 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/03     13.17     orpheus       cu 
 
        I've found the responses to this note interesting 
--and reassuring. It's good to know that thought is being 
given to this sort of problem before real trouble starts. 
 
        Glaucon appears to have little faith in the future 
of the PLATO system and its ability to eventually become 
self-supporting, a pessimism which I doubt that many of us 
share. If we did, the issue I raised would probably be 
moot, because PLATO would not be the stimulating experience. 



 
for both authors and students, that it is. 
 
Mike Besosa 
 
---------- note 18 -ID-mode 
  11/22     13.11     volpe       mflu 
 
How about the systems' men developing the -ID- mode so 
that if an author has already writen some entries 
into, say 'unit xyz,' that when the author enters the 
-ID- mode, these entries would be displayed on the 
screen so to avoid any previous time on 'unit xyz'? 
 
T. Volpe 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/22     13.34     judy       pso 
 
Systems people, if you please. 
 
Use -SD- to see already-created portions of the display. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/22     13.36     paul       matha 
 
        The SD option goes to the ID option when it is 
finished displaying. So, for instance, if you have 
already written 10 lines of display text, display them 
using SD10 and then you can continue adding more text 
using the facilities of ID. 
 
-nonhen 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/22     13.46     shlosberg       com 
 
...and this is all documented in the help pages in the 
block editor... 
 
---------- response 4 
  11/22     15.07     fuller       uimc 
 
        Also SS for more detailed displayed work and 
extensive help section... 
 
---------- note 26 sex 
 
Hey, has anyone seen charset rick ? 
it can be loaded by going into lesson 'charset' 
in student mode....then inspecting the lesson... 
The charset seems, to me, to be a total waste of 
space ¬+ time. GO AHEAD, CHECK IT OUT! 



 
Old-erin 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/22     14.47     berger       users 
 
I find that character set useful when I need a copy 
of a standard character. That is really irrelevant. 
 
The real question is, can you justify that all the 
material that you have produced at this point is 
universally useful? If so, please tell us all what 
it is you have produced so that we may all use it. 
 
MB 
 
Incidentally, the title to your note is misleading, 
I think that misleading titles render notes useless. 
 
Also, if that character set really ia a waste of time, 
why do you want everyone to go in and try it? 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/22     15.13     m31       med 
 
dirty commie plot, making such a title for furshluginger 
note; professional interest (reproductive physiologist) made 
me look. 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/22     16.48     b sherwood       s 
 
It so happens that the charset was created in the course 
of generating the character sets in the newer terminals. 
It was thought useful to make the charset generally 
available even after the hardware change, as berger 
points out. 
 
---------- note 29 cpu time 
  11/22     14.49     andersen       s 
 
See new features note on CPU limits 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/22     15.52     layman       matha 
 
will the algorithm depend on -tactive-? 



 
TomL 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/22     16.01     andersen       s 
 
NO! 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/22     16.49     b sherwood       s 
 
But note that the number of active terminals will affect 
what effects the algorithm produces......if there are 
very few low-usage terminals running at a given time, 
the higher-usage terminals will get more service. 
 
---------- response 4 
  11/23     10.38     b sherwood       s 
 
More precisely, it is not the number of active terminals, 
but what they are doing that will determine the pecking 
order. 
 
For example, it could happen that all the high-cpu users 
try to run at night, and a small number of high-cpu active 
terminals at that time would slow all of them down just 
as much as a large number of low-cpu users during the day. 
 
---------- note 33 vacation? 
  11/22     15.41     meers       wright 
 
What are the dates that the system is going to be 
non-functional for improvements ? 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/22     15.49     b sherwood       phys 
 
We expect to be down for a few days starting Dec. 20. 
 
---------- note 39 exerr aids 
  11/22     17.52     bradley       iu 
 
   I just got an ex error in aids: 
  lesson aids, unit concepts,state judging, 
last command concepts, 2nd command, time slice exceeded, 
join sequence - feature  17 
                findunit 20 
  I had just typed in cpuvars in hopes of getting 
some info on cpu useage variables.... 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/25     08.01     jim       pso 
 
thanks --- that will be eliminated in a few days. 
 
---------- note 41 groups 



 
  11/22     23.03     k mast       p 
 
        I am currently working on a group notes system 
that will allow authors in various projects to communicate 
with one another much the same way authors communicate 
with each other through GENERAL NOTES It basically will 
allow a "group" director set up space where he and other 
members of his group can read/write notes to each other. 
The group director may specify who can get into his group 
to read these notes, but anyone may write a note to this 
group. Another feature that will be added in time will allow 
students to write notes into the group while they are 
working in lessons. 
        I would appreciate all comments/suggestions in this 
regard, please send them either as PERSONAL NOTES to myself 
or as responses to this notes. Also, I would like to inspect 
any notes systems that other groups have already developed, 
please inform me of lesson mames,etc.... 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/23     10.57     roper       siu 
 
It sounds like a good idea. 
 
Quetzal 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/23     11.41     deiss       phar 
 
Contact Harlan Mcdaniel about healthnotes. 
We are very interested in something of this type and 
we could use it as soon as available. 
 
steve 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/24     14.19     friedman       csa 
 
Lesson cscomments is used by our group for student-to- 
author communication. 
 
---------- response 4 
  11/25     14.25     marym       biocc 
 
Great idea! 
 
Lesson !bioccnotes" is for community college bio instructors 
to use in communication with CERL. It is based on a copy 
of the cc - english notes lesson, "lanotes". Take a look 
at both! 
 
---------- response 5 
  11/26     08.54     michael       english 
 
"lanotes" is directly from John Risken's excellent -use-able 



 
note collection system, "readnotes", described in lesson 
"library". 
 
---------- note 43 notesbug 
  11/23     10.12     walton       reading 
 
Just now, I signed on, got the little mail delivery 
message on the author entry page, went into notes, read 
my new note (which wasn't really new -- I had read it 
before), deleted it, and went on with my work. 
I subsequently needed to bump myself from another terminal 
and when I signed on again, there was that little mailman. 
I signed off. went to the first terminal, and saw the 
mailman again. Going into notes finally, there was 
the telltale !¬D" beside "Personal Notes", but when I 
looked at the notes, there weren't any. So I signed 
off and on again, and Lo! The record showed I have no 
notes (which is correct). I suspect there is a missing 
bit somewhere. 
 
If this were baseball, I would say call in the pinch 
bitter. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/23     10.59     roper       siu 
 
OUCH!! 
 
Quetzal 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/23     11.28     tempa       ames1 
 
Walton, for that you should be pinched! 
 
P. Hutchison 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/23     15.15     obrien       uicc 
 
I think what's going on here is that when you bump your 
records from another terminal, your records info is not 
updated on disk. This would include the "you have mail" 
flag. That flag is not cleared on disk until you a)read 
your notes (note deletions are effective immediately, by the 
way). and b) back off the system normally. 
 
At least, this is my understanding. 
 
---------- note 52 new signon 
  11/23     15.15     david       hebrew 
 
Very nice, Dave. 
 
I can no longer unintentionally back myself off the 
system from the AUTHOR/STUDENT mode page. This is an 



 
IMMENSE improvement. 
 
Would: 
--- OPTIONS --- 
    ¬6 
 
look better than 
 
--- OPTIONS --- ¬6 
 
to you? (Symmetry and whatnot...) 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/23     16.25     sellers       arizona 
 
The very nice things that are happening such as the new 
signon make me very happy indeed for plato (gergle gergle 
<contented sigh>). 
 
Things are looking up. I can hardly wait for ECS to 
arrive. I hope it gets here soon enough to put under my 
xmas tree (would you believe tannenbaum?). 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/23     17.46     dawson       ed 
 
I sure hope we can all get used to pressing -data- to 
"study" a lesson... the new page. looking like the (old?) 
student mode page habits me to press next ....... 
 
---------- note 53 
  11/23     15.22     greg       stan 
 
     I like the new system alot, except for one thing: 
Why do you have to do a shift-stop after entering your 
course? It gets quite annoying after being used to 
just zipping right through that page to have to do a 
shift-stop...could this be taken out? 
 
Binar 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/23     15.41     rick       mflu 
 
I am wholly in favor of putting the shift-stop after the 
course rather than after your name, because it better 
protects your password. On the old system, if you miss 
the NEXT key after typing your course, people who are 
inclined to watch will see your password, or at least some 
of it. This way, you have to be careful or you won't get 
past the TYPE YOUR COURSE page, so that you insure that 
your password won't appear on the screen. 
  Thanks, systems, for the change. 
 
Rick 
 
---------- response 2 



 
  11/23     15.51     obrien       uicc 
 
Yes...note that you do NOT have to press -STOP1- after 
typing your NAME anymore. They just changed where you do 
it, they didn't add another one. 
 
Note that all these notes refer to a system that is exper- 
imental as of today, 9-5 working joes probably won't see 
what we're talking about for awhile. 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/23     16.12     sherman       rhrc 
 
I really like the new features alot. At last, things seem 
to be more organized. 
 
---------- response 4 
  11/23     17.59     frye       research 
 
And cheer up, you'll get to pressing STOP1 after 
the course pretty soon.... it took me awhile before I 
learned to press it after the name on this version! 
 
dave 
 
---------- response 5 
  11/24     11.35     trausch       uimc 
 
Love the new system, and i agree with Rick: the STOP1 
 
protects one's password better in the new version. 
 
Of course it will take a while to get used to it....... 
 
---------- response 6 
  11/24     12.22     layman       matha 
 
I think the new system is a big improvement too. 
 
How about putting back the plot of the time on the author 
page? It's helpful for people who have to be somewhere at 
some time ¬+ are under the hypnotic spell of all those 
orange lights flashing on ¬+ off. TomL 
 
---------- response 7 
  11/24     14.24     friedman       csa 
 
Looks like Dave has implemented a lot of the suggestions 
people have been making. And we think we don't get 
listened to.........! Thanks, Dave.↓ 
Notice that it now remembers what lesson you were last in?↓ 
that DATA1 plus b gets me to notes...... 



 
---------- response 8 
  11/24     18.36     breckenridge       ced 
 
        another vote of confidence!!! 
        I also think that time on the first page 
        is a good idea........ 
 
Thanks... 
 
---------- response 9 
  11/24     21.38     klass       uimatha 
 
Another vote for putting the time on the mode page. 
 
---------- response 10 
  11/24     23.38     eric       weather 
 
note: the feature that "remembers the last lesson you were 
in" does not yet function if you exit the lesson by some 
means other than -STOP1- (e.g., jumpout q or jumpout return) 
 
scon, we hope.... 
 
i miss the mailman... how do you feel about having him re- 
appear on the "notes" options page, rather than (or along 
with) the ¬D by "c. see PERSONAL notes...." 
 
---------- response 11 
  11/25     10.32     gast       cerl 
 
for those who absolutely need the time of day, get to the 
block display page of any lesson and press -LAB-. 
I also vote for restoring the time to the Author Mode page. 
 
---------- response 12 
  11/25     13.28     layman       matha 
 
since there is no student mode page it might be a good idea 
to dump the title: AUTHOR MODE 
 
---------- note 58 noerrstop1 
  11/23     16.40     warner       iu 
 
A handy feature has been removed from the present version 
of PLATO: the STOP1 option from the "condense error" page. 
It now sticks the user in a place which says "non-editable 
file" and returns him to MODE when he presses NEXT. Can this 
feature be re-established to either return a user to the 
lesson he was editing or the AUTHOR OPTIONS page? 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/23     17.09     frankel       p 
 
Sorry...that was my error that I am trying to fix. 
That "feature" will be back. 



 
---------- note 63 dataprints 
  11/23     18.44     tindall       csa 
 
Can I get a response to gen. note 247, about being able to 
obtain a printout of just certain blocks of a dataset??? 
 
Thanks.....mike 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/24     16.10     blomme       s 
 
   I asked Doug Brown who has done all the work on the 
print routines to respond, but he apparently forgot. 
The next planned (for some time) change is some sort of 
generalization to the printing of common and datasets 
to permit switching back and forth between different 
formats and perhaps specification of specific blocks... 
sorry, I have no idea when (or whether) Doug or anyone 
else will get around to working on this. 
 
---------- note 64 * list oops 
  11/23     19.12     kaufman       css 
 
aww come on...requested a printout of ycslessons with a 
*list common,cslessons,322≠3,x print command in 
block a, and got a ***** format does not exist error 
message immediately following that command on my printout - 
all other *list's worked and I got that line number listed 
as the only error on the 'lines in with '322≠3' which is 
sort of silly (as that is allowed in a common command), but 
if it's something else I think I'll be even more pissed 
(command was syntactically correct according to printaids). 
 
what gives??? 
kaufman 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/23     19.30     berger       users 
 
I think that you'll find that the expression 
is not evaluated (322≠3) should be stated at 966. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/23     20.07     wooley       p 
 
The problem is that the printer is a completely separate 
program from the rest of plato and does not contain 
machinery to evaluate expressions, etc. This will probably 
not change. 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/24     13.09     kaufman       css 
 
right 



 
I asked for another printout with 966 instead of 322≠3, as 
I thought that that was the problem - should be ok now 
 
---------- note 67 id 
  11/23     20.32     hansen       csa 
 
There seems to be a bug in the id option. I have drawn the 
same display for the third time now and it still ignores 
one line. This line shows up for the initial draw but after 
that it disappears. It seems to be happening at the end of 
the first rdraw command. Maybe it has something to do with 
the semicolon or..............The code is in block test 
of lesson examadmin. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/23     21.15     frankel       p 
 
This is indeed a bug in ID which I will try to fix soon. 
 
The problem is that continued "rdraw"s don't work like 
continued "draw"s...you have to start a new "rdraw" 
using the last argument of the previous "rdraw" for the 
first argument of the second "rdraw". 
 
---------- note 73 blk delete 
  11/24     14.06     tom s       reading 
 
        Would it be possible to have the multiple 
block delete flags toggle when the block letter is 
pressed? It is not very elegant to have to press BACK 
and start all over if you accidently hit the wrong key 
while marking blocks for deletion. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/24     14.17     frankel       p 
 
Yes...will try to put that in after I get the current 
stuff working right! thanks! 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/25     20.40     blomme       s 
 
Change made. 
 
---------- note 77 Frankel 
  11/24     14.40     rand       rand 
 
Frankel, why can't you pass AUTHOR with the usual 
pressing of the NEXT key ? 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/24     14.50     berger       users 
 
Because you are now always in author mode. 
Please press -HELP- on that page before asking 



 
the 7 was lost and the first line was almost lost too. 
 
It would be nice if key queueing did not depend on 
cpu limit. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/24     21.32     blomme       s 
 
   It seems better not to queue keys up for displays that 
you haven't seen--this could be disastrous. In other words, 
if you are being processed slowly and enter many, many 
keys, all of which we kept, you could be "doing" things 
erroneously on displays you haven't even seen yet. So 
long as the system keeps up with everything, there is no 
problem. When there is not enough processing to go around, 
users are going to be slowed down... and we do not want to 
bog the system down further by accumulating long queues of 
keys. 
 
---------- note 89 sign in 
  11/24     22.54     silver       ve 
 
 For tomorrow, could we have a sign on the Welcome to Plato 
page, announcing the change in sign-on procedures? i.e. 
something on the order of the system prog. at work sign, in 
the same screen position. 
The new wording seems clear in all instances except that 
displayed when the name of a course is misspelled. 
I would prefer a message like the misspelled name message: 
"There is no course on Plato spelled '(show course spelling 
used by student) '", instead of "Course does not exist." 
 
---------- note 91 mailman 
  11/25     00.18     syfrig       iu 
 
Is there any chance of the mailman display being kept on 
when there is a new personal note, instead of just seeing 
the uninteresting -NOTE-?  Thanks 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/25     05.02     nevins       arizona 
 
Yes i to liked the mailman it was a nice 
addition to signon and never did i have 
Bruce Nevins 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/25     08.44     layman       matha 
 
Yeah! 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/25     09.07     friedman       csa 
 
NO!!!!! Sure, it was nice, and cute the first few times; 



 
again. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/25     16.13     wells       cerl 
 
what we need on this system is an 'introplato', something 
to teach new authors to press help 
 
---------- note 82 thanks 
  11/24     17.11     whansen       csa 
 
I like the new author mode very much. 
 
It might help if the HELP page explained 
that once a lesson is selected its name is 
remembered. 
        (Thus after running as a student one 
        can still edit by just NEXT.) 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/24     18.42     hody       med 
 
and return by pressing DATA!! 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/24     22.46     steve       cu 
 
     But ONLY if you STOP out of the lesson! At the 
moment, if you left lesson any other way, if you press 
DATA after leaving, you get sent to a lesson whose name 
is whatever happened to be in student variable n1 at the 
time. This is admittedly a neat trick, but sometime in 
the next week or so. it will probably be fixed so that 
the dATA and NEXT options work regardless of how you left 
the lesson. 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/25     01.03     blomme       s 
 
   Anyway, I changed that HELP display so that hopefully 
it is somewhat clearer (even if the "last lesson" feature 
might currently need the qualifier "sometimes"!) 
 
---------- note 83     keys lost 
  11/24     17.38     whansen       csa 
 
So I set my cpu limit to 2 sec and read notes. 
Occasionally, I went too fast and was delayed for a while; 
no serious problem, just a nuisance. 
 
SERIOUS PROBLEM; When delayed by cpu limit my key 
        presses were lost. 
 
For example: To edit previous line I typed r7NEXT, but 



 
but when I'm signing on, I don't want to be delayed 
several seconds for the sake of "cuteness". I know, I could 
abort it by pressing -stop-, but why should I have to?↓ 
It's served it's purpose, it's been admired (and 
occasionally cursed) by all, so let it go by, PLEASE. 
 
---------- response 4 
  11/25     09.20     bhi       mtcc 
 
And at times stop did not stop the display.....so I 
also hate to see it go but think it should. 
 
bruce 
 
---------- response 5 
  11/25     10.55     k mast       p 
 
        I tend to agree with Mr. Friedman, (and I think most 
of the systems group feel the same way), that the mail 
truck was cute for a few days, but does get boring after 
a while. Perhaps it will re-appear every few months on 
special occasions. 
 
---------- response 6 
  11/25     12.10     bowery       comm 
 
  The soloution to the problem is to make another variable 
in the records of the author (heee heee) which he/she 
could switch to show/not show the mail man. 
(how many bits are available(hee hee hee)) 
 
---------- response 7 
  11/25     12.36     hody       med 
 
agree with friedman-- it's cute but not worth the 
waiting time... 
 
how about making the message a little more informative 
for newcomers... say 
 
     'new note for you' or something... 
 
---------- response 8 
  11/25     13.08     layman       matha 
 
...'missive'? 
 
---------- response 9 
  11/25     13.36     mgs       mtcc 
 
     Well here we go again! 
If I may, I'd like to speak for the mailman 
display. Today while signing on, (I hadn't been 
advised of the new sign-on procedure), I was ex- 
pecting a note, but not seeing the mailman, didn't 
even bother going to notes. I've been on awhile, 



 
and accidentally kicked myself off a couple times, 
and it was only the third sign-on did I see the 
NOTE underneath the lesson deal. 
     Plese bring back the  mailman, what's a few 
seconds anyways?! Certainly not a matter of life 
or death!! 
 
---------- response 10 
  11/25     14.29     roper           siu 
 
I never got to see the mailman...our course notes were 
always full with other people's notes. Bring him back 
and send me a note! 
 
Quetzal 
 
---------- response 11 
  11/25     14.38     moore           vienna 
 
I tend to agree with the systems people on this one..... 
(well, even a broken clock is right twice a day...) 
I liked the mail truck and even sent a note to myself once 
so I could show it to one of my students (have  mercy, I 
was  overcome with zeal) but I think the 'surprise' 
appearance of the truck occasionally (or some other 
equally entrancing device) would be appropriate. 
 upward and onward w/pluto 
michael j moore 
 
---------- response 12 
  11/25     16.25     wells           cerl 
 
 If you really want to see a contreversy over such trivia 
as a display on a systems page go into note 'clutter up' 
actually I think that the mailman is quite an attention 
getter: if you just have a sign that says 'NOTE' it's 
harder to see. also if you dont like it you dont even have 
to wait for the display. you can sign on while its still 
printing out on the panel. 
 
---------- response 13 
  11/25     18.31     stone           research 
 
       i think that printing just the mailbox with the 
       flag up, instead of the whole mail truck sequence 
       would be a good compromise. it shouldn't take 
       too long to load and plot the character(s?). 
maureen 
 
---------- response 14 
  11/25     20.15     cal           arlc 
 
I sure hate to enter into a controversy but after driving 
through heavy  traffic in Chicago to get to PLATO, and 
fighting the mobs of people here to get a terminal, and 
pulling my hair out over not being able to view my lesson 



 
in student mode because of ECS Crunch, I sure as hell 
could use some lighthearted humor i.e. the mailtruck! I 
only have access to PLATO two evenings a week for two hours 
each time, and sure don't mind the two seconds it took the 
little mail truck to deliver. What is happening to our 
sense of humor anyway? Are the lofty thoughts of academia 
begining to turn against cutesie little items? Besides. 
who the heck can get any programs on PLATO anyway? At 
least the truck never exceeded its ECS Allotment! 
 
---------- response 15 
  11/27     18.56     syfrig       iu 
 
I tend to agree with syfrig. The mailman does not waste 
THAT much time, and can brighten spirits up quite a bit, 
and who wants a grumpy author on the system? However. 
if he can be brought back once in a while, I guess that's 
better than nothing, but not the best. Compromise, 
anyone??... 
 
rot-nozzle 
 
---------- response 16 
  12/05     14.57     diebel       mflu 
 
---------- note 95 SD mode 
  11/25     08.26     judy       pso 
 
I am having trouble with the SD option while editting. 
I cannot get the editor to accept the second letter of 
the directive. "SD9! always comes out as "S9". 
 
This is not constant. It happened to me over the weekend 
and again this morning. It is as if the terminal gets into 
a funny state where it will only accept i letter for the 
directive. (or is my "d" key going bad?) 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/25     10.11     frasier       park 
 
One of our authors using SD is having the same problem. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/25     10.44     bill kennedy       cha 
 
Having same problem at  Site 10 with  SD option. 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/25     10.47     tamar       cerlcc 
 
It could be the loss of key presses due to the cpu limit. 
 
----------  response 4 
  11/25     21.43     char       matha 



 
..... also having trouble at site -$ 3 .... however the 
sequence seems to be that it will not work AFTER you use 
the -id- option, and you are STILL in the block .... it 
will work for me AFTER I back out of the block and re-enter, 
but DO NOT use the -id- option first, but rather the -sd-... 
.... do other users see the same sequence? ..... 
 
---------- response 5 
  11/25     21.47     david       hebrew 
 
Yes, and have reported it. Note that if you merely 
view a display and don't add anything, SD still 
works upon returning to regular block editing via 
-BACK- 
 
---------- note 97 E-bug 
  11/25     08.55     tindall       csa 
 
This looks like a bug in the editor: 
        I tried the "E" option while in the middle of 
a block--- I typed 'E100' help..... 
The editor then created a new block for me ok, but instead 
of moving all the code from where I was on the screen 
into the next block, it just took the last line in the 
block and moved it. 
        This was repeatable.-------mike 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/25     09.29     rick       mflu 
 
What happens is that the line number you specify is the 
starting line (by current screen position) that the editor 
moves into another block. It's probably not an uncommon 
mistake; I did it tco, the first few times I tried it, but 
I eventually resorted to pressing HELP (horrors!) and 
discovered what was going on. 
 
Hope this saves some confusion for others, too. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/25     09.31     tindall       csa 
 
Oh--thanks for the response. . . I guess I should take a look 
at the HELPs too.-----mike 
 
---------- note 104 sequence? 
  11/25     09.45     tamar       cerlcc 
 
While trying the new recovering, I inserted two units 
in the last block. One of them had a bad label, 
 and that caused the command in this unit to be 
executed at the beginning of the lesson even though it was 
the last 
  Fixing the pad label stopped the problem. I tried a 
student record to use the lesson and found it with the 
same problem. The bad labled unit was executed before the 



 
begining of the lesson. Isn't it a problem that needs quick 
attention? 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/25     12.50     warner       iu 
 
Probably the lesson never was recondensed. It stayed 
in ECS from the flawed disk copy, while you backed out 
to use student records. Then when you came in again, 
PLATO found a (flawed) copy still in ECS, and used 
that. 
This can happen in nonprime hours, To fix it, condense 
the lesson by STOP1 from the author page, before you 
back out. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/25     16.15     tamar       cerlcc 
 
I am soory but the last response doesn't fit what happened. 
The author isn't supposed to get the code of the last unit 
executed before the first one if there isn't any jump or 
partial condence or such. 
  I am afraid that the system pointers from the error messege 
page were involved in it... 
 
---------- note 113 lab1 edit 
  11/25     12.25     bowery       comm 
 
  Pressing -LAB1- while in edit mode puts you into the 
current ecs copy of the lesson. If the lesson is 
not in ecs it will condense. This is not documented 
on either the block directory help or the list help. 
  Please document this as it is a very useful feature 
that many people have requested. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/25     12.37     bill kennedy       cha 
 
IF looking at a lesson in INSPECT MODE, pressing DATA1 from 
the block title page allows for change code to be entered. 
This is not true with course records. Any chance that it 
will work for course records also? 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/25     13.09     mckeown       com 
 
I agree that the LAB1 should be documented.↓ 
Next point: This option should also be available from 
inspect mode since it is essentially equivalent to entering 
the lesson by pressing data from author mode page. 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/25     13.51     friedman       csa 
 
Note that when in a lesson, one can back out to 
AUTHOR MODE, then hit -DATA- (without typing anything), 



 
and go into the lesson. 
 
---------- response 4 
  11/25     15.51     parrello       uimatha 
 
But when in inspect mode and the lesson is in ECS, LAB1 
will take you right to it. Otherwise it backs you out 
to author mode page. From the author mode page, LAB1 
takes you into the last block edited in inspect only 
mide. And so on... 
 
---------- note 117 recovery 
  11/25     13.03     grohne       psych 
 
Recovering blocks seems to mess some flags up. After doing 
so, I went back to author mode page, pressed -NEXT-, and 
found myself in block a. Pressing -NEXT1- from author mode 
page results in the same thing. 
 
P.S. I had even done editting in the recovered block. 
P.P.S. I think the thing is fantastic. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/25     16.25     blomme       s 
 
   The 1st block will indeed be the last one changed 
(the directory is changed) immediately after doing a 
recovery. If you edit--make CHANGES--to a block, then 
that block will be marked as the last one edited...oh: 
one special case (ha): if your edit occurs within the 
same MINUTE as the recovery, then the "last block picker" 
will pick the 1st one it finds! I assume that you will 
find that either you did not make a change to the block 
or that the time of last edit for it and the directory 
block are identical, If you can actually document a 
case where the last block edited is not found, please 
do so. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/25     17.34     obrien       uicc 
 
What he's SAYING is that a simple -NEXT- press, and NOT 
a -NEXT1-, takes him to the last block edited and not to 
the block directory. This is what I understand from his 
note. 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/25     17.39     grohne       psych 
 
This is right, I simply made two statements in one 
note, I'm afraid. 
 
---------- rresponse 4 
  11/25     18.00     obrien       uicc 
 
I tried this and wasn't able to do it...could you give 



 
a little more specific info as to what you did, etc.? 
 
---------- note 118 pw author 
  11/25     13.08     petak       ed 
 
        Is the new no passworded author feature intended? 
        One can create an author, and upon initial 
        sign-in he is taken to the choice page for pw, rec 
        and info. He may continue to author mode and 
        never have to have a password from then on. 
        Interesting feature! 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/25     13.37     bruce       cha 
 
Lesson plato has now come full circle in it's development 
to the first few months when the signons student and author 
allowed anyone to enter! 
 
The only improvement I can think of is for plato to skip 
the password stuff unless someone else is trying to use 
my records! 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/25     15.02     parrello       uimatha 
 
Or at least have the ANS key active on the password page 
in case you forget... 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/25     15.51     berger       users 
 
How about a specs okspell just in case you don't quite 
remember what it was? 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/01     23.26     fuller       uimc 
 
Bring back specs _best_ 
 
---------- note 121 autosignon 
  11/25     13.17     selinger       shs 
 
If your terminal is assigned to autosignon how can you 
sign on under a different course ???????? 
You used to be able to press back but not any longer 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/25     13.39     bruce       cha 
 
Shift-stop from the "press next" page still works! 
 
---------- note 127 new a mode 



 
  11/25     13.55     deiss       phar 
 
I think the new signon proceedure is a pretty good idea. 
 
One thing I would like to see changed, however, is that 
one be able to type one of the standard options and press 
BACK or something to do it instead of having to press 
SHIFT DATA and then the letter. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/25     14.21     p mast       p 
 
        Agreed, I will try to get your suggestion 
implemented soon. 
 
Phil 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/25     22.16     hody       med 
 
but PLEASE don't delete the present mode of operation! 
 
many of like it just the way it is! 
 
ps: thanks dave! 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/26     22.30     p mast       p 
 
        Apparently the SHIFTED letter takes you 
immediately to the option from author mode....this should 
be noted someplace, though. 
 
Phil 
 
---------- note 129 Deleted 
  11/25     14.22     kennedy       cerloo 
 
Student deleted 3 times between 12:30 and 1:00 today 
in room 203. 
 
---------- note 133 seminar 
  11/25     14.42     grimes       ve 
 
Dr. Morgan of the Dept. of Vet. Phy. and Pharm. suggests 
a Seminar Announcement Bulletin Board on PLATO for 
campus-wide coverage. At present notices must be sent 
out and these are costly. Sometimes they are lost before 
the seminar. With the seminar program, one could check on 



 
the seminars for a particular day or a particular College. 
 
Another interesting value to such a program would be the 
ability to provide seminars on short notice. For example, 
a visting colleague might put on a seminar the following 
day by having the announcement on PLATO; otherwise, such 
be proper publicity. 
George M. Grimes, Coor. CVM PLATO Project 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/25     15.03     b sherwood       phys 
 
PLATO-associated seminars are announced in notes (and 
sometimes on some entry page as you sign in). Are you 
talking about all the other seminars on campus? They are 
already covered in posted schedules on many many bulletin 
boards. Of course, I often do not read those notices, 
nor would I if they were posted on PLATO. It is true that 
quick turn-around would be helpful for spur-of-the-moment 
seminars. Maybe a general bulletin board would be useful 
if appropriately cataloged, so I could look just at 
announcements of seminars in my field. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/25     18.59     silver       ve 
 
Perhaps we can start something as a lesson (NEXT semester) 
and see how it grows. 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/25     21.25     carter       comm 
 
Campus handbills are noted for their effectiveness. Some 
claim 100 of these are more effective than a small display 
ad in the DI. I'm afraid this is one area that PLATO 
cannot yet compete. If you printing bills are high, try 
Engineering Publications (reasonable rates). 
 
---------- note 134 change cod 
  11/25     15.00     errol       errol 
 
Since most authors use the security change code to edit 
their lessons, it would be nice if we could access 
the security page by pressing one key as before 
(we used to press DATA from the author mode page). 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/25     15.13     parrello       uimatha 
 
Yes. The one key capability was nice... 
Perhaps since we've run out of function keys we could 
use shifted letters(which I believe aren't allowed in 
lesson names) corresponding to the ones in the current 
DATA1 index, like N for notes, C for charset , B for 
bulletin board. A for autobreak, etc. 



 
---------- response 2 
  11/25     15.18     halvorsen       cerl 
 
   I agree with RS. Having to hit DATA1 and then the 
option you want will get tiring after a while. Here's 
one vote for shifted letters that correspond to the 
options now. The help sequence could explain the options 
that one could take similar to the list now gotten on 
the DATA1 page. 
 
TMH 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/25     16.09     wells       cerl 
 
here! here ! halvorsen!!! 
 
---------- response 4 
  11/25     16.56     hansen       cs357 
 
In reply to errol : 
 
Its just as easy (maybe easier) to type in the lesson name. 
If your code does not match, then change it at that time. 
 
---------- response 5 
  11/25     21.26     dal       arlc 
 
first the mailman now an extra step in the process, 
my god our society is slowly decaying! Take heart, the 
University of Southern Guam is currently doing extensive 
research in writing code for PLATO by thought. It is 
almost developed and when completed will only require 
minor cranial and frontal lobe alterations for authors. 
This small inconvenience will more than pay for itself 
since sign on can be done before arriving at the site, 
mentally, provided of course, there are sufficient terminals 
available. The only forseeable problem is that if you 
exceed your ECS allotment PLATO automatically does a frontal 
lobeotomy. 
 
---------- response 6 
  11/26     07.01     galcher       uimatha 
 
To all, 
 
See note 195 for a resolution to this problem... 
 
******$≤≤≤≤≤≤Seldon 
 
---------- response 7 
  11/26     08.25     moore       vienna 
 
to dal of arlc: 



 
are you sure that wasn't the University of Southern Guano?? 
                       love, 
                         MV≤J 
 
---------- response 8 
  11/26     09.18     errol       kka 
 
In reply to hansen: 
I realize that you can get to the change code page if 
you don't put in the security code at first, however, 
this is not the case for files that do not have any 
-inspect- code....... 
 
---------- response 9 
  11/26     13.14     hansen       cs357 
 
Right. I forgot about that one. 
 
---------- response 10 
  11/26     15.53     friedman       csa 
 
Of course you can do it for files that have no inspect 
code--just press DATA1 on the block directory page first. 
I'm too lazy to press DATA1, then a letter (what letter 
is that, anyway?) on the AUTHOR MODE page, so I enter my 
security code this way all the time now. 
 
---------- note 140 farkel bug 
  11/25     15.28     farkel ˆ ˆ ˆ s 
 
I have found bug! 
Can you figure out what it is? 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/25     16.00     jim g       reading 
 
The Hong Kong Flu?? 
 
A social disease?? 
 
A common cold?? 
 
A cockroach?? 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/25     16.10     wells       cerl 
 
no Jim leprosy!! 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/25     21.13     k mast       p 
 
        Well, we have figured out what the bug is, but 
you were too smart in covering up your tracks for us to 
trace it. Please come and talk to us sometime. Thanks. 



 
---------- response 4 
  11/25     21.29     eric       weather 
 
how did you do it? 
 
---------- response 5 
  11/25     21.39     k mast       p 
 
Well richard? Are you gonna come up and see us? 
 
---------- response 6 
  11/25     23.15     r gooch       matha 
 
You don't mean me do you? 
 
...rogo... 
 
---------- response 7 
  11/25     23.43     bowery       comm 
 
  Did you have an 's' signon for 10 minutes rogo? 
 
The only richard i know that would do such an insidious 
thing would be the guy with a screwed up leg in calf. 
 
---------- response 8 
  11/26     01.12     k mast       p 
 
        Ha! We found it. At least we found one source 
of the error. Lets see you do it again! 
 
Mast Systems Services Inc. 
"You find 'em, we fix 'em" 
 
---------- response 9 
  11/26     11.53     d sleator       oldedit 
 
  Yes indeed you did fix it! 
 
I thought it would be more interesting reporting it 
this way than just telling you about it. 
 ( I discovered it, and rogo helped me implement it.) 
 
By the way......how the   ¬$$: [ do you edit lesson plato 
and nplato????? 
 
---------- response 10 
  11/26     13.32     berger       users 
 
You set n1 to the name of the lesson that you want 
to edit, and jumpout to lesson edit. Oops, you 
can only do that from a system lesson.... 



 
---------- response 11 
  12/01     23.31     fuller       uimc 
 
            I didn't have the guts to try it... 
 
            Getting old, I guess.... 
 
                           Df 
 
---------- note 144 equivalent 
  11/25     16.09     lambert       uimc 
 
A minor suggestion re: new signon. The instructions say 
to press STOP while holding down SHIFT. Later they reverse 
the order and say press SHIFT then press STOP. Might this 
not confuse a new author, i.e. is SHIFT-STOP = STOP-SHIFT 
or is SHIFT-STOP =≤/ STOP-SHIFT. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     02.03     blomme       s 
 
   The key is the phrase "while holding down"--this seems 
to be essential information to convey; if you can write 
a simple sentence in good English that places the word 
SHIFT in front of the word STOP and conveys the same 
information, please do so. The basic test of the wording 
in the long run, of course, is simply whether people have 
any trouble understanding the directions or not! And we 
really don't have much data on that yet. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/26     09.24     perry       uw 
 
How about: 
"While holding down -SHIFT-, press -STOP-." 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/26     10.13     whansen       csa 
 
Why not label all black keys with upper and lower case. 
Then the message could say press -STOP1-. 
 
---------- response 4 
  11/26     15.55     friedman       csa 
 
How about "Hold down SHIFT and press STOP."? 
 
---------- note 144 equivalent 
  11/25     16.10     jim g       reading 
 
Is it possible to retain the lesson name to be used by 



 
the author mode arrow through a memory allocation 
exceeded bomb after a condense attempt. It is not remembered 
through the memory allocation - call your instruction page. 
So us slow fingered typists have to retype the name to edit 
or try another condense attempt. Would be nice to have with 
the current ECS crunch. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/25     16.27     frankel       p 
 
Yes...this is (probably) coming (probabley soon). 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/25     16.31     andersen       s 
 
Hmmm.. no this is not comming ever... the last thing we 
need is an option which will encourage an author to request 
condense after condense when there isnt enough ecs for the 
lesson anyhow.. this means a tremendous amount of extra 
work for the condensor 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/25     16.38     frankel       p 
 
Probably not is what i meant. 
 
---------- response 4 
  11/25     19.12     steve       cu 
 
Make up your mind, Dave.... 
Are you getting senile in your old age? 
 
---------- response 5 
  11/26     10.11     whansen       csa 
 
There is no reason to recondense. 
The binary should be saved. 
 
---------- response 6 
  11/26     15.57     friedman       csa 
 
Hansen's right, DMA. If someone insists on forcing the 
condensor to overwork, making it inconvenient isv't 
going to help the condensor much. And the convenience 
has other, legitimate, uses. 
 
---------- response 7 
  11/27     09.33     perry       uw 
 
      How about sending us back to the editor. At that 
point I almost always want to shift-p and try again. 
 
There must be some clever way to inhibit the data key 
at that point. 



 
---------- note 165 erase 
  11/25     20.13     fuller       uimc 
 
        As erase is defined, all blank or negative tags 
do a full screen erase. What I propose is to limit all 
full screen erases to blank tags: 
      Thus: 
erase -1 
 
does nothing, as with 
 
erase 0 
 
      Does this place a hardship on anyone? 
      Comments? 
 
Dave Fuller 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/25     20.28     blomme       s 
 
   My 2 cents:  as currently done, a variable as a tag 
permits a full screen to be done or not conditionally-- 
i.e., erase n1 
with ni either -1 or 0 gives you a conditional full screen 
erase...whether this is worth much, I don't know. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/25     20.43     brand       matha 
 
 There is one lesson in the El. Math Curr.  that depends 
solely on this feature... It would take an incredible about 
of time and hair pulling to change it, since the author 
is out of the country... 
 
        In other words, Please, Please dont change it!!!!!!! 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/25     20.55     fuller       uimc 
 
        Oh well....↓ 
        Thanks for the responses, people... I was just 
curious whether the feature was used at all... 
 
DF 
 
ps: 
erase n1 
where n1=0, does nothing in the tests I've run... 
 
---------- response 4 
  11/25     21.07     grohne       psych 



 
I think that a lesson that depends solely≤≤≤≤≤≤≤ ______ on erases 
would be fascinating. I wonder if I could know the 
name of the lesson, especially to see if I could tell when 
it was done with. 
 
---------- response 5 
  11/25     21.35     brand       matha 
 
Very funny.... what of course was meant was that 
Most of the *erase*s in the lesson are with conditional 
*erase*s, whose value is then set to -1... 
 
---------- note 173 aro erase 
  11/25     21.25     campanini       mfl 
 
systems-please see help note ¬$366 
---------- note 182 time? 
  11/25     22.03     sherman       rhrc 
 
Hey! What happened to the time(clock) which used to be on 
the author page. I really miss it. Was this just an 
oversight, or is it for real? 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     09.44     kovara j       cccs 
 
   Stop1, next from the author page gives you a very nice 
time of day display......(only kidding) 
j. kovara 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/26     17.29     sherman       rhrc 
 
Yeah, but you still have to press next  (from press 
next to begin page). 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/12     11.12     gast       cerl 
 
If you really get desparate, get to the block display page 
of any lesson, and press the -LAB- key. It will tell you 
the current time of day. (Retched solution - I agree with 
you when you ask to have it reinstated to AUTHOR MODE page.) 
 
---------- note 186 ECSdata 
  11/26     00.52     bowery       comm 
 
   And yet another suggestion. (question) 
 
Could essencial ECS data (ie: mallot-muse) be made more 
easily available? 
 
Or to rephrase: Is this data important enough to enough 
people to make it appear on or accessable from (via function 



 
key) the AUTHOR MODE display and/or some part of the editor? 
(ie: block directory) 
 
  This may result in a decrease in load for the 
condensor resulting from authors making futile attempts to 
(re) condense their lessons. 
 
Jim Bowery 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     09.06     warner       iu 
 
This is available under SHIFT-DATA option e 
(what used to be site). It's at the top of the 
first page. But I agree with the previous users: 
those options are relatively inaccessible. 
Why not allow SHIFT-E, say, to have the same 
effect as SHIFT-DATA e? 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/26     16.44     marym       biocc 
 
I wish it would be available with a key press from 
the Welcome to PLATO page (e.g. shift/data). It would 
aid instructors alot while running their students if 
the ecs info was more readily available. Systems 
people...any response to this? 
Thanks! 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/27     19.35     galcher       uimatha 
 
Silas, 
   See note ¬$ 191 in answer to this query 
 
                                     ******$≤≤≤≤≤≤X$≤SX$≤eX$≤lX↑$≤dX$≤oX$≤n! 
 
---------- note 187 next-next1 
  11/26     00.57     rowell       stan 
 
re: gen note 118 by grohne 
am not sure exactly what sequence produced it, but 
at times i was taken to block a, rather than the block 
display page. once this state occured, with no editing 
in between, it was possible to enter any of my lessons, 
even those requiring a change of security codes, and 
go straight to block a.... 
will continue to attempt to recreate the sequence. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     01.28     blomme        s 
 
   Thanks...all the recent changes have produced several 
different problems that are being eliminated as quickly 
as we can track down the causes. 



 
---------- response 2 
  11/26     11.55     grohne       psych 
 
I have not been able to reproduce today, although I was 
able to yesterday. 
 
Will keep trying. 
 
---------- note 190 changes 
  11/26     01.37     blomme       s 
 
   A change has been made so that the SHIFT-ed letters 
of the various options will work directly from the 
AUTHOR MODE display. 
   Unfortunately, at this moment some problems with 
normal edit features have shown up that we hope to clear 
up by tracking down who made changes where and why! 
We hope everyone will bear with us for a few days as 
all the bugs get ironed out of the new arrangement. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     07.11     walton       reading 
 
Just now, I tried to get into notes using "N", but the 
arrow would not judge the capital "N" until I pressed 
-NEXT- (I was able to type "Notes", for instance). 
The error was not duplicable after I went into notes 
and out again. As we always say about a perplexing 
thing, "hmmmmmmmm......". 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/26     09.20     errol       kka 
 
Many thanks for the additions, Rick!!!!! 
They help considerably. 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/26      09.41     woolley       p 
 
The shifted letters will not work if you have typed 
something and then erased it before using them. 
 
That is, they will not work on one keypress. They will 
still work if you press -NEXT- after the letter. 
 
---------- response 4 
  11/26     10.19     deiss       phar 
 
Thanks for this change. 
 
---------- note 192 lesson err 
  11/26     02.04     mcdonald       ualern 
 
SYSTEM TIME: 1:50 a.m. 



 
At 1:40 a.m your time, I was in the process of editing 
a basic tutor block. After returning to the block 
title page, I noticed that one-half of a charset that 
I had previously created was missing. I tried to 
delete the remaining half using HELP1, which didn't 
work, and was told that I had an error in my lesson. 
I was then told that I should let system personnel 
know by using NOTES which I'm presently doing. Hope 
you know what it's all about since my lesson space 
is inoperable at present. Please let me know what's 
going on. 
 
Thanks, 
Bill McDonald 
 
P.S. This in reference to lern9. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     03.44     rowell       stan 
 
same in chemeng3, deleting 13 block common left one 
block that has the staying power of Methusela + the same 
problem with charset. 
 
ps. i can't get into it either 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/26     06.52     midden       p 
 
you can delete them now, thank goodness. 
 
---------- note 197 E missing 
  11/26     08.20     walton       reading 
 
Am I going bananas, or is the E option in the editor 
missing? The help pages still list it. 
Rob Walton 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     08.31     nagel       vu 
 
Sure is missing...just tried it myself.... 
This should be in a help note...will put it there. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/26     08.57     frankel       p 
 
It'll be back soon....sorry! 
 
---------- note 208 SSerror 
  11/26     09.58     mueller       rhrc 
 
I have another error in Service....I entered service using 
SS and got an error "too much code SS'd"....I ploted the 
screen and returned to the block with lab...i then entered 
SD and got an error "line not recognized"...upon going 
back to the block I discovered that several lines had been 



 
replaced with garbage...the block is in lesson mueller6, 
replaced with garbage...was not able to repeat the error... 
the block is in lesson mueller6, block SSerror 
David Mueller 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     12.11     midden       p 
 
Ahha! 
I think I might have found the bug! 
thanks, and sorry you lost your display. 
 
---------- note 209 talk thanx 
  11/26     10.05     jim       pso 
 
thanks for the "someone else is calling" message when 
you are already "talking" on PLATO. 
 
that'5 one up on Ma Bell. 
 
jim ghesquiere 
 
---------- response 1 
 11/26     10.07     glass       aero 
 
      Nope. You can get it with Ma Bell too! 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/26     10.16     warner       iu 
 
For $5 a month extra! 
Thanks to the dedicated service of our PLATO folks, 
we get the extras free! 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/26     12.36     berger       users 
 
$ 2,00 / month extra gives you call waiting 
which lets you accept the second call while putting 
the first on hold, even with only one line! 
When can we do that on plato? 
 
---------- response 4 
  11/26     16.17     hody       med 
 
since when is plato FREE? 
 
---------- response 5 
  11/27     17.18     eric       weather 
 
i dont want to be put on "hold". i would rather that the 
person i called just be told that i called him... in other 
words, it's fine the way it is... and Thanks! 
 
Here it is Thanksgiving and I am thanking those people on 



 
the system who have helped me since Cornell got their first 
plato terminal this year. The assistance has been like no 
other computer system I have ever worked on... just great!! 
Keep up the good work, peoples! 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/01     23.42     fuller       uimc 
 
        Free in downtown Springfield, also you can re-route 
calls to another address... hey Dave... suppose... nawww... 
DF 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/02     20.48     dal       arlc 
Ma Bell however can also arrange for you to talk to BOTH 
people at the same time, part of the two bucks a month, 
which also cover forwarding the call from your own phone 
to any other phone you choose. Sure would be nice to have 
DOGFIGHT challenges ring up on my home phone at 2:00 A.M. 
 
---------- note 215 instr-file 
  11/26     11.09     kennedy       cerlcc 
 
This morning on site network I added 6 students to a course 
and templated the records from a previous student in 
instructor mode. I then tried to check one of them to 
be sure that everything was all right. I got the message 
that an error had occurred. I went back to look at the 
roster again and the students I had just entered and tem- 
plated were no longer there. This was repeatable and 
extremely annoying!!! P.S. I checked in rm.203B now 
and all the records look ok now, so the problem seems 
to occur when checking the curriculum option on a record 
with a heavy ecs usage. 
 
---------- note 217 exec error 
  11/26     11.55     tina       pso 
 
execution error: 
 
     lesson  edit 
     unit    isave 
     regular state 
     last command stoload 
     5th command 
     bad length 
 
 i had just saved 14 lines of code from one lesson and was 
inserting them into another lesson. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     12.46     frankel       p 
 
ok...still a few bugs kicking around...thanks 



 
---------- note 219 recover 
  11/26     12.10     tamar       cerlcc 
 
The problem that I mentioned yesterday is repeatable and 
pretty dangerous. 
I had block b closed with p option. 
then: 
1. deleted block b. 
2. recovered by DATA.The deleted block apeared as block m. 
3. inserted at the begining of that recovered block a write 
    command. 
  (there was unit name there with a bad label.) 
4. now condensed the lesson . It started with the write 
  command from the last block!!(the recovered one that 
 was block b before deletion and was closed by p option 
there.) 
RESULI: 
students get the code from the last blocks as a part of their 
intial entry unit...(it didnt have unit name). 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     15.43     blomme       s 
 
   I will try to check this all over with you in person. 
The recover option brings back blocks with (usually) all 
sorts of garbage in them that must be deleted before 
you can use the lesson again--perhaps this related 
to your trouble. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/26     17.25     tamar       cerlcc 
 
The problem was solved thanks to Rick Blomme!(It wasn't 
result of the recovering). 
 
---------- note 221 xmylesson 
  11/26     12.25     deiss       phar 
 
What happens to the "x" lessons created after the last 
crash? 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     13.02     k mast       p 
 
They will go away probably without advance notice. 
 
---------- note 222 response.. 
  11/26     12.33     berger       users 
 
please may I have a system response to help note 
367? I would not like to type the note a third 
time if it's avoidable. 
 
---------- note 225 YIRIW 
  11/26     12.52     grohne       psych 



 
Is there any change that the "remember the last lesson" 
feature could be expanded to remember courses, too? 
 
Not a biggie, I'll admit. 
 
---------- note 229 missing 
  11/26     14.02     dotson       arizona 
 
 What happened to the general notes between the 
dates of Nov, 10 through Nov. 21 
 
M. Dotson 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     14.47     k mast     p 
 
        They dissapeared with the great disk crash of 
Nov. 13-14, I dont know if they will ever be restored. 
---------- note 230 Rm 203a 
  11/26     14.42     robert       matha 
 
Are the terminals in 203a going to be changed to a 
different location in CERL or is it going to still stay 
at the same place? 
 
Robert Sah 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     18.23     golden       s 
 
203 stays as it is. Terminals in 2038 move to the first 
floor on Wednesday. I don't know where 203a is!! 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/26     20.09     r sah       uni 
 
yes I mean 203 
 
---------- note 232 vocabs 
  11/26     15.17     ecs       shpeast 
 
would it be possible to modify -vocabs- so that a synonym 
could be used either singly or in a phrase? for example, the 
following is flagged: (states,united*states), presumably 
because "states" is duplicated. There are many cases in 
which a word should be allowable both alone and in a phrase. 
 
p.s. will -endings- ever apply to -answer- s? 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     15.58     celia     pso 



 
The same word can be used both singly and in a phrase. 
My test on (states,united*states) works fine. Could it 
be that you included the * in the tag of the -concept-, 
as well as in the -vocabs-? 
 
---------- note 233 prime-time 
  11/26     15.28     golden       s 
 
Thursday , Thanksgiving Day, will not be considered 
prime-time. 
 
There will be no preventive maintenance in the morning, and 
some system tests may be conducted during the day; however, 
we expect to be up most of the day. 
 
PLATO will follow its usual schedule on Wednesday, and 
starting again on Friday, the 29th. 
 
---------- note 240 lost/found 
  11/26     16.23     hody       med 
 
really weird error 
 
was editing course records and monitoring a student-- 
pressed back (or shift stop don't remember which) to 
stop monitoring student and was taken back to the 
clock page!!! but trying to write on that page to sign 
back in, writing appeared at about 3005 instead of the 
arrow... and are you ready for this????.... 
 
shift-stopped and was returned to course records... 
students running page with no intermediate stops... 
did not pass GO, did not collect $200, have NOT been 
eating mushrooms or smoking funny smelling cigarettes... 
 
needless to say -- nct repeatable! 
 
i hope this has happened to someone else also... holy 
hallucinations, Robin?! 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     19.49     rowell       stan 
 
shouldn't that be "hody hallucinations"? 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/26     20.42     judy       pso 
 
Could it be that the student you were monitoring signed 
off and that you saw his clock page, then shift-stop-ed 
to " release" yourself, and returned to " students running"? 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/26     20.42     hody       med 
 
my first reaction was: 
!yeah judy... that must've been it 



 
boy... and here i swore off the weed for nothing! 
my dealer will love you!" 
 
but then reason reasserted itself... 
 
judy: how can you monitor a student AFTER they have 
signed off and are back to the clock page!?!?!?!?!?! 
 
---------- response 4 
  11/27     09.49     perry       uw 
 
   I seem to remember from a previous note (about 9/74) 
that in the monitor mode you are tied into the other 
person's terminal and remain so tied until you release. 
Never mind what he does. 
 
   A better answer could, no doubt, be obtained from the 
person who wrote the monitor thing 
 
---------- response 5 
  11/27     12.35     frankel       p 
 
About 19 people have played with the monitor stuff 
(including myself)...I think there are some problems 
kicking around that I'll try to fix maybe. You were 
indeed seeing the other student's clock page. 
 
---------- note 246 fk 
  11/26     19.40     lhn       mtcc 
 
This is ridiculous, I cant find anything. If thereis 
going to be a major system change, how about some over- 
all "general" instructions"!!!! Has it ever occurred to 
you colwns that old habits are hard to break without 
d3 
I am more than angry. State your 
your rules. then let us play the game. Are you out there 
Paul T.??????? 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     19.59     rowell       stan 
 
i believe you will find that pressing HELP liberally will 
supply the "general instructions" you seek. 
personally, i think they have done a decent job of 
simplifying movement within the system. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/26     19.59     k mast       p 
 
        My gosh! Haven't you ever heard of the HELP key? 
It seems to me that when in doubt, or in need of 'general 
instructions', it is only natural to press HELP to find 
out what is going on. Just to make sure that HELP works, 
we just signed in, pressing HELP on every page. Only 



 
once did it fail to elaborate on the subject. In general 
it seemed to explain the proper course of action very well. 
 
        The new displays may take a lot of getting used 
to (I'm still editing a lot of lessons that I'd rather 
view as a student!), but I certainly don't think the new 
system is confusing. A great deal of time was spent by 
MANY people to insure that comments such as yours would 
not occur. Where did we fail? 
 
Kim Mast / Marshall Midden 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/26     20.45     hody       med 
 
it sure would help if you ware people ahead of time though! 
 
like maybe a week or two ahead! 
 
---------- response 4 
  11/26     21.43     syfrig       iu 
 
Also, when you are used to doing somerthing one way, 
you don't think about the help key, when something as 
extraordinary as a complete revision on the author 
manuvering occurs on you suddenly. Thank goodness I 
was warned in advance, since I was on at non_prime time 
when they decided to dc the first experimental runs of 
the new system, so on the singon page, they did at that 
time say, "read the help pages." Why they didn't do that 
when the system was actually permamently put on, I don't 
know. Oh well, such is life. I do think the note was 
a valid comment, though. 
Nate Syfrig 
 
---------- response 5 
  11/27     01.27     randy       phar 
 
some of you guys might also be inclined to use the 
shifted letters to get to the stuff that you want to 
go to ie.. N for notes A for notes A for aids U for users ect.. 
  now really people is it all that hard to learn a 
     new trick.......? 
 
      now can it.....? 
 
---------- response 6 
  11/27     07.01     avner       s 
 
A warning message was displayed during the first day of 
operation. Sorry, we just assume that everyone else 
spends their life on PLATO too (the message got to be a 
grind after the first 20 hours). We also assumed that 
most users would have seen the testing of this revised 



 
format for the week prior to its implementation (done 
during non-prime hours) or would have read the extensive 
interchange of notes that took place on the subject several 
weeks ago. 
 
---------- response 7 
  11/27     08.58     john r       reading 
 
Unless they can't read, I'm not certain how people 
frantically looking for general instructions could miss 
the 'HELP available' message. 
 
---------- response 8 
  11/27     13.33     fuller       uimc 
 
Some authors can't read, of this I am sure... 
 
---------- response 9 
  11/27     14.16     moore       vienna 
 
Hear! Hear! <sic> 
 
        love, 
          MV≤J 
 
---------- response 10 
  11/27     15.21     gilpin       peer 
 
To lhn of mtcc: 
        In familiar-looking situations, one naturally 
makes habitual responses, and it can be exceedingly 
frustrating when the usual results aren't obtained. 
But now that you have, presumably, found your way around, 
what do you think of the new procedures relative to the 
old ones? I would prefer a couple things to be different 
from what they are, but all around I think the new way 
has to be considered a big improvement. Don't you? 
If so, please say so. As has been pointed out, David 
Frankel, Rick Blomme, and several others put a lot of effort 
into tryng to improve things. A word or two of appreciation 
to them, if genuinely.felt,would be nice. 
                       John Gilpin 
 
---------- response 11 
  11/27     16.35     blomme       s 
 
    Actually, I feel much relieved now--this business of 
a uniformly favorable response from our users was really 
getting to me! 
 
---------- response 12 



 
  12/01     08.59     wells       cerl 
 
personaly. Now that I'm ussed to the changes I like them. 
I think it's an overall improvementin the system. However 
I think that someone ought to design an 'introplato' lesson 
to teach users how to press help.. 
Bill Wells 
 
---------- response 13 
  12/01     23.47     fuller       uimc 
 
     I was beginning to get a creepy feeling, too, Rick. 
 
DF 
 
---------- response 14 
  12/02     10.07     berger       users 
 
That lesson is currently in the planning stages 
(introplato), at least for one group of authors. 
 
---------- response 15 
  12/02     16.52     wells       cerl 
 
good I'd certainly be glad to see it 
 
---------- response 16 
  12/02     21.00     dal       arlc 
 
Actually, I would like to see a grass roots (if not honest 
to God official) poll of how many people don't spend half 
thier lives on PLATO, but do author once or twice a week 
in thier free time. I for one was a PLATO fanatic when I 
was at the U of I and could tell you systems changes almost 
the minute they occured, but now teaching in the real world 
has limited my time. Perhaps if it comes out there are more 
people who are not on PLATO 20 hours a day, we will see 
better lines ofcommunication between systems, pso, and 
authors. I love PLATO madly, but find I can accomplish 
little work in mu four hours a week because it takes me 
three and a half hours a week to search out and read all the 
new notes, system changes, etc, etc, etc, etc! 
       SAVE THE MAILNAN!!!!!!!!! 
 
---------- note 253 font locks 
  11/26     20.23     campanini       mfl 
 
Does anybody out there know the difference between 
using MICRO FONT and ACCESS FONT in a microtable 
sequence to prevent the erasure of a font which precedes 
normal characters. 
 
"Aids" suggests that the two are identical. 
Is it correct that they have the same function 
in this case although they are different keys? 
(The internal key codes appear to be the same.) 



 
---------- response 1 
  11/26     21.44     judy       pso 
 
yes, they're the same.... 
 
Part of the reason for the confusion is that, for a long 
time, there were places where the "micro" key was non- 
functional. So if you wanted to put in an access code 
(076) you had to press shift-square, which was called 
"access". The micro key now functions in the micro table 
editor, so I guess we should reword that section of aids. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/26     22.15     campanini       mfl 
 
I think MICRO and ACCESS are finally clear in my mind 
with much thanks to Judy! 
 
Also: tried judy2 instructions with no problems. So I'm 
planning to use this handy scheme in design of new microtable. 
 
Bob will talk to Don Lee about erase after vacation. 
 
Thanks again! 
 
---------- note 263 error 
  11/27     08.57     jr       mtcc 
 
while backing of system at 0844 
execution error - lesson syslib 
unit - consset 
current state - regular (pre-arrow) 
last command - stoload 
3rd command (not counting comments or continuations) 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/27     11.26     avner       s 
 
Thank you. 
 
---------- note 265 tradeoff 
  11/27     09.19     layman       matha 
 
this must  be an example of what they meant in the op.system 
course by the time-space trade off--we have all this ecs-- 
55k words!--so to balance it off the system is going down 
to restrict the cpu--right???? 
                       TomL 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/27     12.16     perry       uw 
 
Nah! 
 
It's so you can get practice using the new sign-on 



 
procedures. 
 
---------- note 268 new ECS 
  11/27     10.01     golden       s 
 
Control Data Corporation has again confirmed that they will 
ship one million words of ECS to us on December 20. 
It should arrive here three or four days later. 
 
The exact dates for PLATO to be off are not set. Our 
orginal plan was that we would be off three or four days of 
the week before Christmas. It is now possible, but not 
certain, that we will instead be down three or four days of 
the week following Christmas. 
 
An exact schedule will be published as soon as we know it. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/01     09.02     wells       cerl 
 
   Hurray for Control Data!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
---------- note 269 r. course 
  11/27     10.27     errol       kka 
 
I wonder if the message seen by a student not in a 
restricted course is correct. It says something about 
"Try another terminal." I think it should say that 
"at this time your course is not scheduled for this 
site." 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/27     11.11     judy     pso 
 
well... except there are mixed sites, too. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/27     11.31     errol       kka 
 
Judy, PLaTO's response should still indicate what the 
problem is. Telling a student to try another terminal 
even at "mixed" sites is still a very "hit or miss" 
thing. What about site directors writing their own 
message? If none written, then the system response 
prevails. 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/27     12.20     hody       med 
 
the worst part of the problem is in the case of a misspelled 
course name... then the student is really confused. 
 
someone a while back made the suggestion that the 
unacceptable course name should be displayed for 
the student along with the comment that the trouble 
might be one of spelling... that seems like a great 



 
idea! 
---------- note 276 not exst? 
  11/27     13.28     warner       iu 
 
An interesting piece of confusion exists due to the 
amalgamation of the author and student mode pages. 
When you type the name of a course, and press NEXT, 
the page appears saying "You do not have the proper 
security code! etc. (assuming you do not). 
But if you type the course name and then hit DATA 
(as you might do accidentally) a message pops up 
which says "Does Not Exist!" 
Now we old hands know that this message means both 
"Lesson Does Not Exist" and "Not A TUTOR Lesson" 
but some of the new people express amazement at the 
sight of a "lesson" appearing and disappearing 
depending on which key you press. Can that message 
be changed to "not a Lesson", or can it take you 
to course records anyway if you press DATA? 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/27     16.32     friedman       csa 
 
Personally, I would prefer that DATA be interpreted the 
same as NEXT if the named file is not a lesson. This 
would apply to courses, datafiles, datasets, etc. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/01     23.48     fuller       uimc 
 
        Your change, Silas would negate the definition 
of file vs lesson that people upstairs have tried to 
build... 
 
---------- note 278 x-lessons 
  11/27     14.01     maureen       p 
 
All back-up copies ('x-lessons') of the files which were 
damaged in the disk controller failure will be destroyed 
Monday, Dec. 2. If you still need the copy, please 
leave me a personal note (maureen of p). 
Maureen Hoffman 
 
---------- note 280 prints 
  11/27   14.22     golden       s 
 
The print box has been moved out of CERL room 257 and into 
room 166, the PLATO operators' new office. 
 
Ask the operator on duty for your prints. 
 
The Varian Copier has also moved to the operators' office. 
Unfortunately, we still do not have paper for it. 
 
---------- note 282 new room 



 
  11/27     15.58     tebby       pso 
The CERL PLATO classroom, Room 165 will open 
for general use on Friday morning, November 29. The 
computer operators will be in Room 166 across the hall 
from the classroom. 
 
Distribution of printouts will be handled by the operators 
from Room 166. 
 
Regulations regarding the priorities for use of the new 
classroom will be enforced by the operators. There will 
be no food or beverage consumption allowed in the new 
classroom. 
                       Tebby Lyman, Site Director 
---------- note 288 TG 
  11/27     23.13     k mast       p    
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
Special animation on the welcome page 
is courtesy of Silas Warner. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/27     23.43     warner       iu 
 
For further stuffing on the same theme, see lesson algprob, 
option number 6. 
 
---------- note 290 ansv 
  11/28     10.32     b sherwood       phys 
 
Maybe everybody but me knows this trick, but here is a 
useful and not obvious way to use -ansv-/-wrongv-: 
 
arrow   1215 
store   x 
ansv    52 
wrongv  x+1+[x<0] 
write   Your answer is negative! 
wrongv  x+1+[(2int(x/2)) ¬= x] 
write   Your number is not an even integer. 
..etc.. 
The logical expressions in brackets are -1 when true, 
cancelling the +1, leaving "wrongv x" to match against 
the student'5 number, which is also x. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/28     14.27     gilpin       peer 
 
Thanks for pointing out this nice approach! For those 
who have not yet gotten their hands on Bruce's book--do it! 
It contains many more gems like this one. 



 
---------- note 291 author pic 
  11/28     11.54     nevins       arizona 
 
I don't Know if others have encountered this problem 
but here it is. 
sometimes not always i will type U or A or N 
and I will not get users aids or notes? 
it will just sit there till i press next! 
it will do this once or twice and quit? 
yes it is capital letters I am using. 
Well? 
Bruce Nevins 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/28     12.23     becker       reading 
 
if you first type something at the arrow and erase it and 
then type in U or N or whatever it is necessary to press 
NEXT. Could this be your problem? 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/28     13.35     nevins       arizona 
 
Yep just checked it out and thats it thank you 
I was begining to go bananas... 
Bruce Nevins 
 
---------- note 295 loglabels 
  11/28     18.12     shirer       vu 
 
***FEATURE NOT IN PRIME-TIME VERSION YET*** 
 
     Have finally tracked down obscure glitch in graphpack 
which caused log-scale labels to foul up below 10ˆ0 often. 
Will be on prime-time version in a few days hopefully. 
 
     New ms/s limits are causing occasional time/slice 
errors in complicated labels. Am trying to alleviate, but 
in meantime -label- command. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/29     08.48     lederman       cerlcc 
 
Thanks mucho....... 
 
barb 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/30     01.03     keith s       matha 
 
Keep up the good work, Don! We at CERL miss you! 
 
---------- note 297 pasword 
  11/29     10.06     kevin       faa 



 
When a new author first signs on, he doesn't need a 
password. He receives a page that says to press LAB 
to change his password or NEXT to go on. If he presses 
next he is never asked for a password. If he presses 
LAB and assigns himself a password he has to use the 
password from then on. But if he never assigns himself 
a password he never needs one...... 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/29     10.24     frankel       p 
 
Thanks..this error is fixedx in the next version (which 
will be operating soon). 
 
---------- note 299 errtype=3 
  11/29     14.37     john r       reading 
 
An interesting but apparently undocumented feature: 
A routed student thrown out of a lesson thru a shift-stop 
condense gets the system flag 'errtype' set to 3 - meaning 
'memory allocation exceeded'. It happens to be a useful 
thing to have happen, as far as our router is 
concerned; but is it intentional? permanent? 
 
B0b Yeager / John Risken 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/04     11.12     chabay       p 
 
See response to note 446. 
 
---------- note 300 block1 
  11/29     21.39     d sleator       oldedit 
 
   I have figured one thing that causes the editor 
tc throw me into the first block automatically. 
   It it the Q option. Do Qxxx. Press next1 from aids. 
Back out of your lesson. Press next.... 
Presto! you are editing the first block. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/29     21.58     frankel       p 
 
Correct! Thanks...I have put in a fix which will be 
in effect tomorrow! 
 
---------- note 303 com backup 
  11/30     03.13     greg       stan 
 
       Why does the common always get zeroed when 
the system crashes? I have gone home and come back 
the next day with the common being backed up 2 days! 



 
       And  I lose alot of information because my common 
is being changed frequently...is there any way to 
prevent this common backup? 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/30     05.11     blomme       s 
 
   Common will not (of course) be updated if the system 
crashes, but it is hard to believe that it could be 
zeroed by/in/during/after a crash (surely not in any 
regular way!) You can always return common "by hand" 
(via one of the options available from AUTHOR MODE display) 
if important changes have occurred, and it will always 
be updated whenever the last person referencing it leaves 
the lesson he is in. As for system crashes, they are 
obviously unwelcome to us all and we keep trying our best 
to avoid them. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/30     09.21     stan       chem 
 
You can also "checkpt" your common to miminize losses from 
a "crash". 
 
---------- note 305 authorhelp 
  11/30     07.43     falk       cu 
 
     Does anyone know of any lessons to instruct potential 
authors in the art of using TUTOR effectively___________? Having gone 
through many of the lessons on PLATO  I think something 
line this is sorely needed! 
 
     I believe that tco much stress has been put on getting 
a large quantity of lesson material written, and not enough 
stress on the quality of this material. Rare is the author 
indeed who employs any significant amount of response 
judging for wrong_____ answers, in addition to that for right 
answers. The power of the TUTOR language for sequencing a 
student through a lesson is also rarely  used to much ad- 
vantage, outside of an occasional help unit or two. 
 
     I think a lesson on technique_________ would be very beneficial 
in improving the quality of lessons currently being written. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/30     09.31     stan       chem 
 
Ester Steinberg at CERL has prepared a very good paper 
on writing PLATC lessons. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/30     09.42     becker       reading 
 
Try lesson style. 



 
---------- response 3 
  11/30     13.56     uim       pso 
 
there will be some ideas on "teaching techniques" in AIDS 
within a month. 
---------- response 4 
  11/30     14.23     gilpin       peer 
 
For a copy of Esther Steinberg's paper, mentioned in the 
first response, send a personal note to esther of peer. 
        Person wishing consultation on lesson design 
questions are welcome to contact anyone in peer. Signons 
are: avener/s, gilpin/peer, siegel/peer, esther/peer. 
 
---------- note 309 notes bug 
  11/30     10.38     becker       reading 
 
Typing in the keyword to gen. note 300 produces interesting 
results. I tried typing in 0 and -1 at the arrow but these 
were ignord. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/30     11.49     jim g       reading 
 
It seems the 3 in the title causes the notes program to look 
for the note with a number ¬<3.  In this current version of 
notes the note referenced is number 1. Besides typing 
'errtype=3' and pressing NEXT to get note number 1 you can 
just type 3 at the arrow to get note number 1. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/30     22.14     becker       reading 
 
Aha! 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/03     09.56     jimmi       studio  
                       
          Try typing in the keyword to 
          this note and see what happens! 
 
---------- note 310 leslast 
  11/30     11.09     becker       reading 
 
How about loading the last lesson edited into the copy 



 
buffer? 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/01     20.15     b sherwood       s 
 
You do realize that just pressing NEXT takes you to the 
last lesson edited? 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/01     21.52     becker       reading 
 
Our lessons are all numbered and sometimes (not often but 
sometimes) I ask for one I don't really care to edit. It 
would be nice to have the undesirable in my copy buffer 
so I could transform it into a desirable. I do not deny 
being lazy. 
 
---------- note 314 aids zap! 
  11/30     16.20     rowell       stan 
 
Got it! the bug where you press next to go into the 
editor, and instead it takes you into block a. 
 
enter a lesson, 
goto aids, 
do anything or nothing.... makes no difference 
press next1, 
exit the lesson, 
enter any lesson where you were the last author 
(or where you have inspect code) 
(doesn't matter if you have to change your security code) 
(if you are in inspect, and DATA1 to change security code, 
the condition is corrected) 
(it also doesn't matter if block a was last block edited) 
bak! you are block a, 
works every time. 
 
hope it helps in tracking this one down. 
 
---------- response 1 
  11/30     17.33     blomme       s 
 
Thanks--see also note 301. 
 
---------- response 2 
  11/30     18.21     frankel       p 
 
Thanks anyway for the great documentation of the error!!!! 
As they say, keep up the good work! 
 
---------- response 3 
  11/30     19.42     rowell       stan 
 
grin...... didn't even see it..... 
oh well........... 



 
---------- note 319  new notes 
  12/01     03.24     steve       mflu 
 
     I really like the new continued notes... 
Also, the new way of responding...  even respond to a 
different person without losing your place in your 
own note (this is new, or am I behind in things?) 
 
however, the first time I read a continued 
note and tried to delete it on the first half 
(after reading the whole thing) it just played 
dumb and sat there...but that wasn't repeatable at 
all, so don't worry about it, anyone. 
 
one more thing... if you can edit and/or delete notes 
that haven't been responded to in gen.  or help notes, 
why can7t you do the same to personal notes that 
haven't been looked at?? 
 
                  Happy Snow to all us people 
                  with bicycles that live off 
                  campus..................... 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/01     14.24     k  mast       p 
 
     We have no way of telling (at the present) when 
a personal note has been looked at. Some improvements will 
be made along these lines some day, but I don't think it 
is really an urgent need. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12 /02     14.07     tenczar       s 
 
 
Also, we are trying to model personal NOTES after the US 
mail...once you send a letter, it is a federal case to 
get it back...this has one nice property...it makes people 
think before sending a questionable letter 
 
---------- response 3 
  12 /04     10.00     friedman       csa 
 
Please, Paul, pick a more efficient model than the US Mail! 
 
---------- note 323 pickupspot 
  12/01     18.45     kaufman       css 
 
I noticed that the bulletin board said that all printouts 
should now be picked up at room 166 CERL (I assume that 
this only applies to unaddressed ones...) - if this is 
indeed true, then the help page available in the 'p' 
option of data1 from AUTHor MODE page should be changed 
to read truely 
 
     nitpickingly yours 
 
---------- note 324 error 



 
  12/01     19.05     wetstone       conn 
 
just got an out error 
     0 
     0 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/01     19.06     shadowfax       stan 
 
Same here. 
Cut error 
  0 
  0 
 
---------- note 326 sysrequest 
  12/01     19.07     rdr       hum 
 
                         OUT-ERROR 
 
                         0 
                         0 
 
---------- note 327 syserror 
  12/01     20.01     rdr       hum 
 
heeeeeeere's dickie! 
 
                      OUT-ERROR 
                      0 
                      0 
 
---------- note 336 DrawMap 
  12/02     08.44     baker       stpeter 
 
Does anyone know of a lesson which has already been 
written which includes TUTOR code to draw outline maps 
such as continents of the world, countries, etc. 
similar to that in lesson "NETWORK"? Thank you very much 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/02     10.16     berger       users 
 
Leave a personal note to scotese of uicc 
 
---------- response 2 
   12/02     13.26     michael       english 
 
Or rusty of pdg. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/04     11.13     baker       stpeter 



 
Thanks to all who responded...I will be contacting above- 
mentioned people. Thanks again. 
 
---------- note 337 nov what? 
  12/02     09.38     shlosberg       com 
 
the list of system feature notes in the Bulletin Board 
shows the most recent entry as being made on "11/31". 
thirty days hath september... 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/02     20.31     layman       matha 
 
don't knock it---where do you think our CPU time is coming 
from? TomL 
 
---------- note 340 off-hours 
  12/02     11.37       tebby       pso 
 
                           OFF-HOURS 
 
Now that the CERL PLATO classroom has been moved to the 
first floor of the building, it will no longer be necessary 
for non-laboratory personnel to go to other floors during 
"off-hour" time. 
 
From time to time during off-hours the computers operators 
will check to see that all corridor doors on the second, 
third and fourth floors are locked and that only persons 
authorized to have laboratory corridor keys are using the 
author room, Room 257. 
 
Off-hours are:Weekdays   12m-8am, 5pm-12m 
              Saturdays  all 24 hours 
              Sundays    all 24 hours 
 
   Thank you for helping us observe this procedure. 
 
                      Tebby Lyman 
 
---------- note 341 plato 
  12/02     11.40     crooks       siu 
 
what is lesson plato...why does the word disappear 
when a button is pressed??? 
 
                            Olo¬erin 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/02     12.25     berger       users 



 
See "judge ignore" in aids... 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/02     15.51     warner       iu 
 
Also try jumping out to plato and see where you go... 
 
---------- note 342 plato 
  12/02     11.40     crooks       siu 
 
What is leson plato? 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/02     13.16     jim     g       reading 
 
What is a "leson" anyhow? 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/02     13.31     bowery       comm 
 
   lesson plato is the lesson you are in when you are 
at the author mode arrow. When you type plato at that 
arrow and press next you are requesting to edit a system 
program (lesson). If you press data, you are attempting to 
jumpout to the lesson you are in which is kind of stupid 
seeing as how you are at the first arrow anywho. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/02     15.02     berger       users 
 
Actually, Jim, that arrow is in lesson edit. 
Lesson plato contains the sign on sequence, among 
other things. 
 
The reason for the "judge ignore" at that arrow 
is so people don't attempt to jumpout to system 
lessons that they have no business in. 
 
---------- note 343 security 
  12/02     11.51     nagel       vu 
 
How about making the lab key active when typing 
in a security code for a lesson so that you can 
go to inspect only mode without backing out 
again? 
 
---------- response 1 
   12/03     10.02     jpg       mtcc 
 
         -LAB- already has a use on that page (don't ask 
what). 
 
---------- note 345 olorin 
  12/02     13.04     scotese       uicc 



 
To Olorin, 
     I tried to send you a personal note, but your 
     course was full. 
     Regarding the map of Spain A very fine one has 
     been done by A. Armengol, and B. Dutton, of Urbana. 
     You can get a look at it, viathe sample language 
     router, under 'spanish'. 
     If you cannot get a hold of either of them, contact 
     me again and I'll give you what I have. 
     My map would only be of coastline. 
     (about 90 points). 
     Hope I've been of some help. 
                         C. Scotese UICC 
 
(to crooks siu) 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     09.53     jimmi       studio 
 
          How about putting this in the 
          help notes section next time? 
 
---------- note 346 adcis meet 
  12/02     13.16     hody       med 
 
we would like to hear from anyone who is planning to 
go to the january meetings of the association for the 
development of computer-based instructional systems 
(charleston) appx 28 january... if enougr people are 
interested in doing so, we may be able to organize a 
demonstration of PLATO courseware and perhaps coordinate 
some transportation arrangements-- 
 
all those interested please leave me a personal note... 
(≤ this is not an offer of travel s) 
 
---------- note 350 usemore 
  12/02     13.54     frye       research 
 
Concerning the *use* command: 
 
        When you have two blocks in a *use*d lesson, and 
they have the same name, it would be handy if both blocks 
could automatically be *use*d.... that way, you could 
name a whole set of blocks the same, then have ONE *use* 
to reference them all...as it is now, only the first one 
with that name is used. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/02     17.43     fuller       uimc 



 
             Question: What order should it condense them? 
            Point in case: 
            Let us have 3 blocks: 
 
In lesson clown:            a - zap 
                             b - bozo 
                             c - zap 
            and along the driver line we say:↓ 
use         clown,zap 
use         bozo 
 
            What should it do? condense↓ 
1) zapˇ1 2) zapˇ2 3) bozo↓ 
or 
 
1) zapˇ1 2) bozo  3) zapˇ2? 
         Your option, Dave... which did you mean? 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/02     20.40     frye       research 
 
Command of the form: 
 
use      lesson1, block1 
 
would use all blocks of lesson labeled "block1" in 
sequential order. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/03     15.01     parrello       uimatha 
 
Or all consecutive blocks, or something... 
 
---------- note 354 exactc 
 
Repetition of note lost in crash: 
 
Could someone please explain why the delimiter conventions 
for the -exactc- and the -writec- are different? 
 
We often have occasion to use the tag material of a -writec- 
in a routine requiring an -exactc-. In this case, the 
internal punctuation sometimes includes both commas and 
semi-colons, and the -exactc- will not accept the universal 
delimiter (¬,); the option of using the end of the line as 
a delimiter requires retyping all the material. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/02     20.26     tenczar       s 
 
all we can say is sorry at this time...the ¬, delimiter 
appeared on the scene about 2 1/2 years after the exactc 
routines were written...we do intend to improve the 
situation someday...but, with the crunch of work needed 
to run large numbers of terminals bearing down on us, we 



 
have not been able to make this change yet... 
 
---------- note 355 charset ed 
  12/02     16.09     shlosberg       com 
 
bug in the charset editor:↓ 
select the edit a character option (either single or 
multiple) and try to type in an access craracter 
(e.g. (C) or (a).) 
the access is not accepted... 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/02     16.13     frye       research 
 
works fine: 
        press MICRO, then the letter, to get the ACCESS 
character associated with that letter. i.e. MICRO-a 
will give "(a)"...etc. 
dave 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/02     16.13     midden       p 
 
try using the micro key instead of the access key. 
(the access key is being slowly done away with) 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/02     17.11     parrello       uimatha 
 
Oh no!We've had some really good times together, ACCESS 
and I.... 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/02     17.29     al       mflu 
 
Doesn't that make you a square?? 
¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤¬≤ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ 
 
(sorry) 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/03     16.03     bradley       iu 
 
 There are many times when the microtable loaded does not 
have certain characters it might be nice to have the access 
keys for doing things like: 
   ¬p in -term- calc in a lesson involving heavy 



 
     computation  ...  or xx¬o. 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/07     16.19     tony       uni 
 
 
-ACCESS1-  is good for writing large amounts of ¬I¬I¬I¬I¬I 
or ¬<¬>¬[¬]¬$¬)¬W¬A¬D¬X, if you don't want to wear your thumb out 
from bouncing on the -SHIFT- key. 
        TONIO  ¬I¬↑^6↑¬IV¬↑¬↑¬I 
 
---------- note 367 out-error 
  12/02     21.21     giles       med 
 
             OUT-ERROR 
                  0 
                  0 
 
Got this after suddenly being backed out from editing 
my lesson to the "Press NEXT to being" page. 
When I signed on again, I noticed that the time display 
has been restored to author entry page. 
Did this have anything to do with the error. maybe? 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/02     21.33     bowery       comm 
 
  The error you got is a frequent one. It happens everytime 
you press -STOP1- while  -plato- is being brought up after 
a crash or reload. 
  If you get an out error with something other than 
0< 
then you will have something (or someone will) to worry 
about. 
 
----------- response 2 
  12/02     21.52     giles       med 
 
Do I understand correctly, then, that it is unnecessary 
(not to mention a waste of space here in notes) to report 
out-errors of the 0 type? 
                  0 
 
If that is the case, why not revise the instructions seen 
upon encountering any out-error to request reporting of 
the error UNLESS it is of the 0 type (in which case it can 
                              0 
be ignored). 
 
Seems this would save us the trouble of writing these notes, 
and also save us the trouble of reading them, n'est-ce pas? 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/02     22.43     midden       p 
 
yes, some system's personal recondensed one of the system 
lessons that people frequently use. It would appear 



 
that maybe there is a bug with doing this. At least this 
error has some reasoning behind it. 
 
 
At initial load this error also occurs (might be thought 
 of  as a jumpout failing because of stop 1 being pressed 
 and it kinda thinking you are -all ready signed in-). 
The message at initial load of plato should be ignored, 
but all other occurances should be reported. 
                Thank you for reporting this one, 
                       Marshall  Midden 
 
---------- note 371 time 
  12/02     23.25     frankel       p 
 
The time is now available on the Author Mode display 
by pressing shift-T. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     10.21     jim g       reading 
 
What can I do but use that well worn phrase: 
 
        "Thank you, Dave" 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/03    12.45     beringer       arlc 
 
I wonder if just for the sake of consistency, "t" could 
be made an option on the DATA1 option page. 
 
---------- note 373 lessnames 
  12/03     01.22     lou       stan 
 
A problem (perhaps) with the new ways of getting around 
between editing, testing, etc: 
 
If you can get into a lesson as a student (eg thru sample 
or other index lesson) and if that lesson has no inspect 
code, you can find out the name of the lesson. 
 
I thought this was not supposed to be possible. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     07.21     frankel       p 
 
That was true in the old system too (but the problem(?) 
still remains). 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/03     07.27     nagel       vu 
 
I don't think  that it  is a problem....if  the  author 
doesn't want anyone to know the name he can put an 
inspect code on the lesson......some authors are 
very much in favor of giving out file names just to 



 
make it easier to try out the lesson. (something like 
catalog but with file names and descriptions.) 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/03     08.59     michael       english 
 
It seems strange that an author would not mind if his lesson 
could be inspected by others yet mind if the name is known. 
 
No es verdad? 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/04     10.07     friedman       csa 
 
Speaking only for my group, I don't care! In fact, we 
refer to our lessons by their Plato names in our 
catalog, so anyone using one of our lessons probably knows 
its name anyhow. 
 
---------- note 381 change code 
  12/03     11.21     lederman       cerlcc 
 
        Is there any reason why the XXXX's do not appear 
when one changes the change code of a course? 
        Seems that security here is also very important? 
 
        Just wondered....... 
 
         barb 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     13.25     fuller       uimc 
 
         Different lesson, different mode  of operation is the 
best I can say... 
         When you are in editing records, you are in a  
different lesson (records) than the editor (edit thru edit2) 
and, since different people wrote them,many things may 
be different... perhaps the record editor authorities 
(whoever they may be) can rectify this.. 
DF 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/03     12.37     lederman       cerlcc 
 
        I understand that,thank you......but the intention 
of the note was to ask if it would not also be a good idea 
for the security code of a course to be typed in amid a  
string of XXXXXX's...... 
NO??????? barb 
 
---------- note 382 coursenote 
  12/03     11.25     roper       siu 



 
What ever happened to the idea about setting up a file for 
notes within each colrse that everyone in that course and 
only that course could read? It sounded like an awfully 
good idea. 
                       Ouetzal 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     12.14     k mast       p 
 
 
        Patience! Its on its way. 
 
---------- note 387 irritation 
  12/03     14.51     warner       iu 
 
Can the HELP pages in SD be modified so that pressing 
BACK on any one of then erases then and goes back to 
the display? It is an unbelievable pain in the neck 
to find what you are looking for on the second page, 
try to use it. and lose about ten keypresses while 
the third page writes and erases. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     16.46     frankel       p 
 
OK...will fix soon. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     14.54     mgs       mtcc 
 
       While editing my lesson today, I was looking 
for a particular unit, but not remembering which 
block it was in, I had to search through each block 
until I finally found it. Wouldn't it be possible 
to come up with a way that by using the "U"nit search 
command, it would automatically search through all 
the blocks, and then bring that block with the unit 
called for on the screen?? It seems to me that it 
could be done!   Comments???!!! 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     15.13     k mast       p 
 
        This has been discussed before, it certainly is 
possible to do, but the load on the system would be far 
to great to allow everyone this priveledge. One other 
point that I believe Bruce Sherwood brought up before is 
the fact that this might promote the idea of authors 
scattering units around in their lesson haphazardky. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/03     15.18     fuller       uimc 



 
      Right... it's certainly less overhead for 20 
systems people to be able to do it than 500 authors... 
      How I grind my teeth at times... but .. 
 
            DF 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/03     15.23     al       mflu 
 
When you type Uunitname it stores it in a buffer. 
If the unite isn't found you can go into the next block 
and just press next instead of retyping the command. 
This works with all such editor commands I think. 
 
            AL 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/03     15.31     rdr       hum 
 
yes indeed! it does work. thanks for telling me about 
a valuable time saver. 
                   Dick Rosenblatt 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/03     16.09     k nortrup       ee260 
 
Also, to speed things up, do a L1 before typing in 
the unitname. This is saved also, and will only display 
the first line (unitil you find your unit, at which time 
you can return it to L8); this saves plotting time. 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/03     16.09     bradley       iu 
 
   and besides, you won't ever need to hunt it down more 
than once because of the Next1 option... 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/03     16.51     stone       research 
 
              it is posible to limet the time for each 
          disk access so that a complete lesson search would 
          take no more disk accesses/sec than to do it by 
          hand. after all, if you have to exaustively search, 
          you will make the same number of accesses anyway. 
          or, if this is still somehow unacceptable, then 
          at least give us users the facilty of pressing 
          next1 to go to the next block (like the system 
          staff already has). i disagree with bruce that 
          either of these changes would cause sloppier coding. 
          i most often need them when i am trying to deal with 
          someone elses code. or some very old stuff of my own 
          i know all the tricks for doing a "fast" search by 
          hand, but i would prefer to sit back and let the 



 
           computer do it, even if it took 30 sec. 
                                         maureen 
 
---------- response 8 
  12/03     18.27     mgs       mtcc 
 
Thanks maureen, 
       I'd wait a whole minute, rather than go through each 
block, pressing -next1-,  -next-,  -next1-,  -next-,  -next1-, 
-next-,  -next1-,  -next-,  -next1-,  -next-,  -next1-, 
-next-,  -next1-,  -next-,  -next1-,  -next-,  -next1-, 
-next-,  -next1-,  -next-,  -next1-,  -next-,  -next1-, 
-next-,  -next1-,  -next-,  -next1-,  -next-,  -next1-, 
-next-,  -next1-,  -next-,  -next1-,  -next-,  -next1-, 
-next-,  until finally I've found the missing unit. 
     And please don't suggest that my coding was done 
haphazardly, believe me it wasn't, with numerious dif- 
ferent units, each doing it's own job, it is_ quite 
easy to forget where each one is!! 
 
Thanks for the suggestions, though. 
SCHMUCK 
 
---------- response 9 
  12/03     20.45     walter       pfw 
 
only one problem with setting the L to 1.... if your 
unit is the first command in the block you will get a 
"not found".... 
 
           starry 
 
---------- response 10 
  12/04     10.19     friedman       csa 
 
It 's incredible how this conversation repeats!!↓ 
Systems, please: Note that every time the question 
(a terribly obvious one) is brought up, the same 
responses are made. Note also, please, that the 
same rebuttal (valid, I think) is also made. BUT, 
(a) no one ever contradicts the rebuttal; (b) nor 
dces anyone follow through and change his opinion.↓ 
What I'm saying is, if the rebuttal (limit the disk 
accesses, as Maureen ahs suggested) is invalid, how 
about pointing out the fallcy? And if it's valid, 
how about a commitment (maybe not immediate) to 
produce for authors' use the requested feature? 
 
---------- response 
  12/06     15.45     white       uimatha 
 
One method to find unit "xyz" would be to enter the line 
 
unit  xyz 
 
as the first line of your lesson. When you condense the 



 
lesson, the condense error message will tell you what 
block the unit you are looking for is in. 
 
note: this method is not recommended. 
 
---------- response 12 
  12/06     16.23     friedman       csa 
 
So what about a recommended method, Larry? 
 
---------- note 394 specl char 
  12/03     15.49     cbrien       uicc 
 
I will shortly be given the oppurtunity to write a complete 
"special characters" storage/loading/editing package for 
our new PDP-11 system (running under UNIX), since we are 
using plasma panel terminals with read/write character 
memories. 
 
I am hereby inviting one and all to suggest/gripe/fantasize 
in personal notes to "obrien" of "uicc" regarding 
how YOU think special characters could be handled diff- 
erently than the way Plato handles them. On UNIX, within 
certain broad limits, anything is possible, since we do not 
have the disk/cpu restrictions as severely as Plato does. 
 
Fire away, people! 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/04     09.18     bruce       cha 
 
I'll respond here cause I'd really like to see this work 
on Plato. 
 
How about a joint micro/charset editor? Normally when 
we create a multiple character it is quite nice to 
be able to use a micro to type it in the lesson. So 
when creating a multiple character why not automatically 
create a micro on the first key of the craracter which will 
properly position the parts of the character. It would 
also make it possible for someone not familier with the 
charset to inspect the contents of the charset. 
  I'll admit that if implemented this may lead to very 
unorganized charsets..... 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/04     11.51     judy       pso 
 
Showing a larger number of characters than 3≠2 would be 
nice for multiple character design. 
 
Also the ability to blank out or fill in just 1 of the 
characters from a multiple character group would be handy. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/04     22.22     eric       weather 



 
and how about the ability to create characters with the 
touch panel? it would mean the grid will be the height of 
the screen but it would be so much easier (for anyone who 
has a touchpanel on his terminal, that is.) make it an op- 
tion in the charset editor.... 
 
---------- note 395 edit1 err 
  12/03     15.50     shlosberg       com 
 
exec error in lesson edit1:↓ 
unit get8 
last command judge 
   1↑ˆst↑ˇ command 
error type post pause↓ 
i was trying to copy 20 blocks from another lesson 
(blocks numbered 2 thru 21). on a second try, it worked. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     16.47     frankel       p 
 
Thanks...this error will be corrected soon. Sorry for 
any trouble. 
 
----------- note 399 condaids? 
  12/03     16.11     tempa       ames1 
 
Strange things are happening... 
I pressed -NEXT1- to get out of AIDS and 
 
      "waiting condense! 
 
flashed on the screen briefly. 
It had to condense the editor????? 
 
                       P. Hutchison 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     16.46     midden       p 
 
no, the base lesson for the aids series. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/03     18.21     jim       pso 
 
the AIDS lessons are actually several lessons. to return 
to the EDITOR, one must return to lesson "aids" itself, then 
go to the EDITOR. lesson "aids" is usually in ECS (or in a 
form where it does not have to wait for the condensor). 
however, there are a few times when lesson "aids" must be 
re-condensed. when the short "waiting to condense" message 
is seen, one is actually waiting for lesson "aids"to be 
condensed. we try to keep this to a minimum. 
 
                     jim ghesquiere 
 
---------- note 400 rest rooms 



 
  12/03     16.12     keith s       matha 
 
Tc all CERL personnel: 
 
Friday night. December 6th, the third floor MEN's john will 
be converted to a WOMEN's john. A sign on the door will 
note this temporarily until the physical plant is able to 
make the official change. 
 
This will give CERL a public john for both women and men 
as well as locked johns for the protection of both male 
and female personnel at night. (Someone was attacked last 
July at night in the first floor john.) 
 
While this change was approved some time ago, the physical 
plant has not been able to make the change as yet. 
Action is expected by January ist at the latest. 
 
(Continued in first reply.) 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     16.23     keith s       matha 
 
We hope this will involve a minimum of inconvenience. 
 
Please leave a personal note to one of the following 
people if you have any questions or comments: 
 
      keith s           matha 
      bonnie            matha 
      frasiep           park 
      stone             research 
      dave        matha 
      lederman    cerlcc 
      tamar       cerlcc 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/03     16.53     meers       wright 
 
am I glad that my first name is Allan and 
not (shudder) John. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/03     18.01     berger       users 
 
Hooray for women's lib? 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/05     10.52     lhn       mtcc 
 
What's this world coming to? A decent sociopath like 
myself can't even have a little fun flirting with a 
chich or two in the restroom without someone getting 
all excited about it. I guess I can go back to elevators 
and stairwells. 
    R/B 



 
---------- response 5 
  12/07     16.32     tony       uni 
 
Speaking of elevators, why are the ones at CERL so 
goshawful slow? 
 
---------- note 402 new draw 
  12/03     16.15     orpheus       cu 
 
 
        I have a modest proposal for a new command. While 
watching another author designing a display, I noticed 
the trouble he had to go through to produce a dashed line. 
To do away with this hassle, I suggest the following: 
 
       drawd   x,pva;pvb;pvc;pvd..... 
 
Where x is the length of each dash in dots and the 
following arguments are point specifications after the 
fashion of the much-loved -draw- command. For the sake 
of consistency, the command might be named -drawb- after 
the fashion of the broken circle command. 
 
                       Mike Besosa↑¬vVVVM¬v¬^¬^i¬^k¬^e ¬^B¬^e¬^s¬^o¬^s¬^a 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     18.37     hanoka       ed 
 
     Far away!!   Here is a vote for the new command. 
 
      mike 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/04     00.22     frye       research 
 
You can, of course, implement such a " command" by writing 
your own tutor unit to accomplish this, and it would, de- 
pending on how well it was programmed, work as fast as 
a similar tutor command...I believe that Judy Sherwood 
has a routine already written to do this... 
Basically, the -draw- command takes advantage of the 
terminal line generator, which will draw a line between 
two specified points. A broken line would require sending 
two points for EACH piece of line, in addition to other 
necessary screen commands (details not important here).. 
Suppose you had a broken line with 8 pieces. This line 
would require, at the least, 24 output parcels to the 
terminal...as opposed, for the same unbroken line, to 3 
(average) parcels....i.e. 8 times as slow..... 
This is just to show that broken lines represent a lot 
of delay in displaying, and could not be as fast as a 
regular line.Dave 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/04     10.34     orpheus       cu 



 
        I'm not convinced by frye's arguments. Sized 
writing is slow too, but I don't think anyone would argue 
that it shoulon't have been implemented. Besides, later 
versions of the PLATO terminal will probably be capable of 
doing this sort of thing much faster--just as they will 
be able to do sized writing much faster. There are a 
lot of feature of this system that have been implemented 
for convinience--not for efficiency. As someone once said 
in another note on another subject, this isn't IBM. 
 
            Mike B 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/04     11.58     judy       pso 
 
Yes.. I have in fact, 3 slightly different versions 
of broken line routines, all in lesson "judy1". 
Help yourself. 
 
a -drawb- command might come...... unless the "new, 
improved terminals" come first. Plans are that the new 
terminals should include a broken line generator. Last 
time I talked to Jack Stifle about it, he was thinking 
about a line like this: --------------------------. 
You would probably have to do your own coding for variable 
dash length and dash/space ratio. 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/06     16.15     carter       comm 
 
Anybody remember "lineb"? 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/06     19.36     andrew       uni 
 
Yes.. and circleb. Ah, for those simple days! 
 
       AA 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/07     15.46     look       cs357 
 
I think that is a fantastic idea...I could use that myself. 
 
---------- response 8 
  12/07     16.36     tony       uni 
 
You mean there was a lineb??? 
(there still is a circleb, isn't there?) 
 
---------- note 404 IS note 
  12/03     16.41     cdaniel       uimc 
 
Since we can now save a note from personal notes and insert 
it into a lesson, is there any chance or reversing this 



 
process. Sometimes I want to temporarily save a note 
to send somewhere else at a later date. However I usually 
want to keep my notes file down so that others can receive 
notes. Thus I must delete it and rewrite later. If we 
could IS into personal notes. this admittedly small problem 
would be solved. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     16.55     celia       pso 
 
Such a feature would also facilitate putting tutor code 
in notes. Since a lot of notes deal with programming 
questions, it sure would be nifty! 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/03     19.21     eric       weather 
 
yes, please! 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/03     23.11     kmast       p 
 
       Yes, someday. 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/10     20.45     dal       arlc 
 
here here! 
 
---------- note 410 lazy 
  12/03     16.54     lieber       m 
 
      How about adding repair and testor to the 
options from the author mode page? 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     17.19     harry       tcourse 
 
In a certain sense all lessons are options to be had from 
the author mode page. The more you have as options the 
more complicated the way in which you invoke those options. 
So pretty soon,, you have to use the whole name......e. !testor", 
"repair" to start the lesson. Do you call testor so often 
that a shift-Tes (shift-T is already used) as an option 
would simplify your life considerably? 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/04     07.43     avner       s 
 
One vote for option "f" (request a terminal be Fixed) on 
the author mode page). It could then be removed from 
the notes display. Lesson " testor" is a bit too specialized 
to rate its own quick access code. Al 
 
---------- response 3 



 
  12/04     09.51     obrien       uicc 
 
"Repair" always has lagged a little...it does indeed belong 
with the rest of the options. 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/07     23.13     wells       cerl 
 
  I Don't see why you should put a special acces to repair. 
there is already a request for repair lesson in notes... 
                Bill 
 
---------- note 413 time op 
  12/03     17.23     hody       meo 
 
thanks for the time option...(on author choice page) 
 
...however i believe you haven't yet announced 
it in the hELP sequence or SHIFT-DATA list of 
options for the page! 
 
----------response1 
  12/03     18.08     grohne       psych 
 
See also note 372 
 
---------- note 414 plato off 
  12/03     17.26     golden        s 
 
PLATO will be off from noon 5:00 pm on Sunday, 
December, 8. 
 
At that time, some greatly needed spare parts will be 
installed in our present ECS. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/04     16.31     bradley       iu 
 
   hooray! 
 
---------- note 417 ping-pong 
  12/03     18.02     norman dillier       park 
 
any computerized ping-pong on plato? 



 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     18.04     berger       users 
 
You'll find a version of the video table tennis 
game programmed for the intelligent terminal 
located on the third floor of cerl. 
 
Leave a personal note to stone - research for details. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/04     16.32     bradley       iu 
 
  what is the intelligent terminal? some special interface? 
or a completely different system?or a pinball type machine? 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/04     18.00     celia       pso 
 
Would you believe a terminal with an iq > 150? 
No, I didn't think you would. 
 
A little bit about the intelligent terminal can be found 
in aids, author resources, the section on hardware research. 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/04     18.16     shoe       studio 
 
This is not the place for such notes. Try helpnotes next 
time. 
                               thanks, 
                               Shoe____ 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/05     13.28     ware d       ve 
 
definition: rather vague though... 
stupid term refering to any object that does more than 
act like an ordinary terminal. This term is stupid because 
it confuses distintions. Some intelligent terminals have 
extra circuts for various purposes others have their own 
built in mini-computer.. stil others are regular terminals 
conected to front-end programs.. 
                      Woody 
 
---------- note 420 I -do- 
  12/03     18.19     layman       matha 
 
congratulations to tamar of cerlcc ¬+ weaver of matha 
on their recent marriage-- 
this being an enlishtened age tamar will not be of matha 



 
but will retain her " former" signon-- 
        TomL$¬V↑^↑^↑^0↑¬V↑^↑^↑^0↑¬V↑^↑^↑^0↑¬V↑^↑^↑^0↑¬V↑^↑^↑^0↑¬↑^VVV0 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     18.38     parrello       uimatha 
 
Congratulations to both on being -join-ed in holy 
matrimony. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/03     18.54     berger       users 
 
Lesson, parrello, if you don't stop with those 
stupid puns, I'm gonna get someone to jump all 
over you! 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/03     19.58     bowery       comm 
 
    Let us pause to allow this concept to sink in before 
we judge wrongly of this entry into such an embeding 
of lives in a common course. 
 
   As these two jumpout in a leap of faith to end 
their search for a mate, we can only hope that the 
find their goal. DO NOT I say DO NOT inhibit cupid's 
arrow. Route your emotions to some end that will be 
of help to one and all. 
 
  May the circle be unbroken. 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/03     20.39     berger       users 
 
You have a find command of tutor! 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/03     21.26     parrello       uimatha 
 
That's the wrong answer, berger. 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/04     00.38     berger       users 
 
Parrello, I'm beccming addl'd at your arguments. 
I think that you're out of touch with reality, and those 
puns show that you're beginning to slide. Just for the 
record, let's return to my previous note. My arguments 
is that you're off base. Allow the former pun. At least 
we have common grounds here. 'course, we could call 
this "punwar" a draw, but I think that I can force 
you to a close finish. I don't need to show you that 
there's no return now. You may as well pack and leave 
notes, never to return. If you step out of line again, 
I'll sharpen my axes and come out swinging. Dot's 
right! So you'd better change fast. You've already 



 
mode me so angry, my color is red! If you still want 
to play, I'll put your puns down so hard, they'll be 
bumped out of bounds. You'll have no concept of what 
is happening, and you'll be calling for help! 
 
-when- ! 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/04     02.00     syfrig       iu 
 
Could somebody explain what a punwar is doing in such 
an uplifing note as the happiness of a couple of 
plato personell? Answer me that, Riggy and RS!! 
 
---------- response 8 
  12/04     12.09     judy       pso 
 
   <  <   0   * < ↑^ 
   ¬I¬q¬e    ¬I¬q¬e ¬I ¬I ¬I↑^ ↑^  Congratulations Tamar ¬ Charlie! 
   ¬I  ¬I   ¬I  ¬I ¬I 
¬I   ¬↑¬// ¬// ¬// ¬// ¬// 
 
---------- response 9 
  12/04     13.58     mgs       mtcc 
 
i don't understand it all?? 
 
---------- response 10 
  12/04     15.20     bowery       comm 
 
chirp↑¬↑^$ ?¬/$ ?¬/$ ?¬/$ ?¬/$ ?¬/$ ↑¬//$ chirp$ 
          /-¬¬/¬V?¬V?↑¬/↑¬↑^¬/ 
¬↑^>$ >$ >$ >$ >$ >$ >$ >$ >$ >$ >$ >$ ]>---> 
¬V 
bing$   Bong$ 
 
---------- response 11 
  12/05     09.34     jrk       mtcc 
 
---------- response 12 
  12/07     00.06     tamar       cerlcc 
 
Thank you Tom, Judy and all the people that were so nice to 
congratulate us in nctes or in person. 
 
                       Charles and Tamar. 
 
---------- note 425 charset er 
  12/03     18.47     bonnie       matha 



 
After backing out of a charset, I repeatedly found myself in 
a regular tutor block (block k). There were 3 charsets in 
this lesson; this occured after entering all 3 charsets. 
 
However, now I can't get it to happen, sorry. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     20.26     frankel       p 
 
Hmm...I believe you anyway, and will try to find a bug. 
 
---------- note 426 storen?! 
  12/03     18.49     rat       stan 
 
what's with the storen command? 
 
unit         testoren  beginning of code 
arrow        2005 
storen       v1 
storen       v2 
ok 
write        ¬0at,2105¬1¬0s,v1¬1 ¬0s,v2¬1 
                       end of code 
SHIFT-STOP                  watch the above get run 
 
¬6 -.3 -.2 ok          input from user 
-0.3    0.2           plato's response (notice a missing "-"?) 
 
SHIFT-STOP           end of show 
 
But "-0.2" for the second input works! 
 
Now, if this isn't a bug it's a discrepancy (but don't take 
it all too seriously) .....rat 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     20.24     rowell       stan 
 
further tests show that all storen's after the first one 
that are of the format:-. (anything) are the negative of what 
they should be. 
eg:                  produces 
-.2 -.2               -0.2 0.2 
-.2 0-.2              -0.2 -0.2 
-(.2) -(.2)           0.2 0.2 
-.2 --.2              -0.2 -0.2 
-.2 -1.2              -0.2 -1.2 
 
strange....... 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/04     10.13     b     sherwood       phys 
 
Sigh....ok, will look into. The sad thing is that I 
think somebody showed me something like this a long 
time ago, and it never got looked at. Thanks for the 



 
careful documentation! 
 
---------- note 428  I.Q.? 
  12/03     19.07     simons       cs357 
 
      last year in engineering open house, my 
      computer science teacher (high school) was 
      shown a intelligence testing lesson on plato, 
      which worked by showing a two dimensional 
      array to invisible object was by being told 
      how close or far away he was by selecting 
       taking pot shots at parts of the array. 
      My teacher would like to know how intelligence 
       was judged by this lesson, and would appreciate 
      knowing the lesson name or the authors' since 
       he would like to load the lesson on the I*M 
      at the high school. 
       If you know anything about this, please leave 
      a personal note for me. 
         THANKS !!!! 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     21.42     md       csa 
 
I believe the program your teachr saw was on PLORTS, not 
PLATO. It is written in FORTRAN and is already in use on 
the IBM 360/75 at DCL. See your notes file for more.. 
 
                      md 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/10     21.59     midden       p 
 
Perhaps it was one of the physics games? 
 
---------- note 436 curious 
  12/03     21.30     hody       med 
 
those of you who are not site directors 
but who want to see which games are eating 
your ecs, please condense lesson "intergraf"... 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/04     09.39     michael       english 
 
How do you determine what lessons go in your list of 
"game" lessons? I notice that yu classify "intergraf" 
itself as a game lesson....interestiing. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/04     10.17     perry       uw 
 
Also interesting is that a certain location on site 
network have a multiple that has access to pad. 
Taht's 6788 words of precious ECS. 



 
Interesting" 
 
Thanks hody, this should make life a little more enjoyable 
on site network. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/04     11.08     hody       med 
 
intergraf is listed as a game simply to check the routine 
in the event no other "game" is found... 
 
the list is made of most common games (about 200 names 
included)-- many helped with their contributions... 
anyone wishing to add to or subtract from the list 
is welcome to write me a personal note! a smilar 
leslist is used to supply games to medical students 
(after ecs, time and site/station checks are passed. 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/04     14.03     d dennis       uni 
 
just curious..how you do the check to see if the lesson 
was in ECS? 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/04     14.27     bowery       comm 
 
  -lessin   <var>- where var is the number of the 
lesson in the leslist. he scans down in a loop. 
(i assume) 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/04     16.39     lord       cu 
 
far out. 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/04     21.41     hody       med 
 
anyone is welcome to inspect the code (which was done 
to learn about leslists and such mainly as a programming 
exercise)... just leave me a personal note... 
 
---------- note 438 trig cpu 
  12/03     22.40     bowery       comm 
 
  I made this same suggestion about 5_6 months ago 
and it recieved some support. I think it bears repeating 
in these (or soon to come) troubled times of cpu shortages. 
 
  In order to minumize cpu usage in lessons that make 
use of rotated graphics, trig graphs, and a miriad of 
other uses of trig functions where accuracy is not of the 
essence, one of two thins (or both) could be done: 



 
1)  Keep resident in ecs a table of trig functions 
which could be interpolated to. an accuracy of 1 part in 
512 for any given angle. 
 
2)  Create a set of trig functions which would have 
a low default accuracy, or an optional accuracy. 
 
  I wonder what percentage of the trig references in CAI 
need the full floating-point mantissa accuracy that CDC 
provides. Comments? 
                   Jim Bowery 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/03     23.02     shirer       vu 
 
  I answered your previous note soon after, but perhaps 
you missed it, After some investigation I found that 
a table lookup would save time, it would not save ecs 
since it would add to system routines plus the amount 
of space the tables took up! I answered then that I 
was mildly interested in going into this further, but 
did not consider it of urgent priority. Have not 
cahnged mind since. Hope this helps. Don S. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/04     13.37     bowery       comm 
 
  For a lack of data on the amount of cpu saved, the amount 
of ecs used, and how critical the cpu shortage is in 
comparison to the ecs shortage weighing the above data, 
I'll accept your response without argument. 
Thanx 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/05     12.46     judy       pso 
 
If you are doing a large plot, a table look-up saves 
a lot of cpu time--it's quite visible as the plot is 
drawn. 
 
There are tables around.... "zielinski" of "matha" has 
one of sine and cosine. It is stored in common and 
referenced by defined variables. 
 
One thing you may be able/forced to do is to actually 
-draw- the plot, once you have selected the one you like. 
Bob Zielinski has lovely spheres, but they are slow, even 
with the table look-up, We messed around and decided on 
a basic size that we used over and over and just drew the 
thing with -dot- and -circle- commands. The savings in 
time are striking. And, of course, we are still able to 
use his routine for non-standard spheres. 
 
---------- note 445 note ¬$300 
  12/04     08.37     john r       reading 
 
System response to note ¬$300, please. 



 
---------- response 1 
  12/04     11.11     chabay       p 
 
Do NOT count on this being permanent. Lesson deleted 
ought to return a different value of -errtype- than 
memory space exceeded -- someday this will be fixed. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/04     16.26     john r       reading 
 
Thank you. 
 
---------- note 448 a fun test 
  12/04     09.43     krivit       uimatha 
 
Test your power of memory and help me collect data 
for a psych. experiment. See lesson calc1o. 
The experiment should go very fast. 
 
                  Thank-you, 
                  Jeff Krivit 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/04     13.46     syfrig       iu 
 
will try it, except at the moment, ecs is probably too 
tight. Oh well, will try it tonight, then. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/04     13.55     syfrig       iu 
 
Well, I just tried it. Wow, did I score rotten on the 
thing!!!!! Oh well, can't win them all, I guess! 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/06     11.19     krivit       uimatha 
 
    Thanx again for the help..... 
 
            JK 
 
---------- note 460 *lessin* 
  12/06     11.28     keith s       matha 
 
It appears that a lesson reserved in ecs via option 2 of 
the site package is not properly gauged by the *lessin* 
command. A value of -1 for error is returned for such a 
lesson, indicating that the site is not currently being 
charged for the lesson. The *lessin* command should be 
updated to reflect that a lesson has been reserved through 
the site option. 



 
---------- response 1 
  12/04     15.36     andersen       s 
 
sigh... 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/04     16.53     friedman       csa 
 
Is that a "yes" or a "no" sigh, Dave? 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/10     08.13     keith s       matha 
 
Dave says this has been fixed. 
 
---------- note 464 alarmclock 
  12/04     12.31     zweig       iu 
 
What does anyone think about a new feature for authors 
similar to an alarm clock. 
        The way I picture it, when an author signed in. 
he/she could set the 'alarmclock' to page him at a given 
time. This would help us by not having to check our watches 
so often. 
        When activating this, it would give the current 
time and ask when the author wished to be paged. . . . it might, 
perhaps , page for 15 secs or until stopped (somehow). 
 
                  Respectfully Submitted, 
                       Dan Z≤¬↑^VVV-¬V↑^↑^↑^weig 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/04     12.53     kaufman       uimc 
 
Try condensing lesson -alarm- and see if that is what you 
want. 
 
Joe Kaufman 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/04     13.37     dotson       arizona 
 
        That is a very nice feature. I wish I would have 
known about it before. 
        Question? How is the alarm signal sent? 
 
            FANTASTIC!!!!!! 
               M.  Dotson 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/04     13.43     frankel       p 
 
Alarm is a system program written by Sherwin Gooch and 
Don Lee. Maybe one of them will make some sort of announce- 
ment about it soon. 



 
---------- response 4 
  12/04     13.54     beringer       arlc 
 
I hope so. It looks great!!! 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/04     14.06     bowery       comm 
 
It is a definite 'AUTHOR RESOURCE'. (hint hint -pso-) 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/04     14.35     k mast       p 
 
      'alarm' is currently an 'unannounced' but working 
PLATO feature. Since it is unnannounced, it may change and 
access to it may be restricted WITHOUT advanced notice to 
authors. 
      After it is officially announced (through SYSTEM 
FEATURES notes) it may then be documented in aids and any 
major changes will require advance notification of users. 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/04     14.53     syfrig       iu 
 
Please, give us advance notice if alarm changes. It is 
the best thing to come along yet. I've DESPERATELY 
needed something like that! Thank you for it. 
 
---------- response 8 
  12/04     15.15     8 sherwood       phys 
 
As stated in the system response note, this is NOT yet 
" announced" and may change in any way!!!!!! 
 
It is indeed likely that the present form is what will 
be available. But we MUST reserve the right to study 
such proposed new features to see that they work properly, 
do not interfere with other operations, and have the 
features people want. 
 
This is the reason for holding back new features from 
general announcements. 
 
---------- response 9 
  12/04     16.19     shorty       law 
 
I think it operates with a 'send' command, but that command 
is restricted to system lessons only. 
                 shorty 
---------- response 10 
  12/04     18.37     harris       uimatha 
 
This feature is one the best conveniences around! 



 
Many a night I have spent in front of a terminal, only to 
look at my watch and discover that it is 4:00 am, when 
I have an 8 0'clock class. The features are perfect as 
is (at least for me). thanx 
 
                        Jon Harris 
 
---------- response 11 
  121/05     10.37     sellers       arizona 
 
How about a slightly different version of the same idea 
which can be 'used' by another program. One could send 
a message to a student telling him that he has been on 
long enough. 
 
We've had a problem here because the terminal use is 
sometimes so much that we only let some people work an 
hour on the terminal before they have to give it up to 
someone else. The alarm would be very useful for this. 
 
---------- response 12 
  12/05     10.49     k  mast       p 
 
        Try contacting Larry White (white of p) for info, 
as i think he might have a solution to your problem sometime 
in the near future 
 
---------- response 13 
  12/05     13.13     mgs       mtcc 
 
GREAT IDEA!!!!!!! THANK-YOU FOR 
SOMETHING WHICH WE ALL HAVE 
BEEN WAITING FOR!!!!!!! 
 
SCHMUCK 
 
---------- response 14 
  12/05     16.46     zweig       1u 
 
Well well. 
        I'm glad I asked. . . . . . 
                                      ≤≤≤≤≤≤D ≤Z≤¬↑^VVV- 
 
---------- response 15 
  12/01     09.45     jimmi       studio 
 
            For someone like me who 
            likes to work until all 



 
            hours, the -alarm- is a 
            godsend. It looks fine 
            to me as is but the mod- 
            ification to send to stu- 
            dents would help for sure. 
 
---------- note 476 instructor 
  12/04     14.22     kennedy       cerlcc 
 
Could I get a systems response to note 216? The same 
thing occurred this morning. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/04     16.05     chabay       p 
 
This does sound like a bug -- we'll try to track it down. 
I left a few questions for you in personal notes. 
Thanks for you information. 
 
---------- note 480 oh shoot 
  12/04     14.55     meers       wright 
 
i just wrote my first continued note and then sent 
a copy to myself only to discover that the last part is the 
only part sent.. The first two are lost forgotten. . 
 
      Is there any remedy up and coming for this? 
 
      I know I could write another letter to the same person 
and ask him to send me a copy but will it soon be possible 
to do it the way I thought it was done? 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/04     15.46     auld       mflu 
 
The saving of notes works the same way the editor's 
save option works.....If you store something and try to 
store something else it forgets the first the thing stored. . 
                ok? 
 
                   warren 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/04     15.51     meers       wright 
 
well, now they have Append and that is more the line 
I am speaking of. . 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/05     00.31     k  mast       p 
 
     The continued option was put in only as a 
convenience for sending notes to only one other person, 



 
Thus, if you want to send continued notes to more than 
person, you should 1st send it to yourself, than send 
copies to everyone else with the SHIFT-DATA option 
while reading your note. 
        I doubt this will be changed as you request anytime 
in the near future. 
 
---------- note 481 step ecs? 
  12/04     14.57     layman       matha 
 
while in step mode are we charged for the step ecs--while 
in step I got bounced off w/8K wds available -- the lesson 
was 2.5K wds long        TomL 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/04     16.19     andersen       s 
 
No charge for ecs used in step mode 
 
---------- note 488 WEIRD 
  12/04     16.08     shorty       law 
 
        WEIRD  I was condensing my lesson and I received 
the message "Your lesson is in use" etc.  I pressed data to 
see who was there when I was hung up.  I pressed the usual 
panic buttons (stop1,next back) and term was the only one 
that worked.  Well I pressed back to get out of term and 
nothing happened for about a minute, then the term went 
away.  Now I've heard of long aoto breaks but this...... 
Anyway, here I am, hung up and I get something like 
'* indicates student currently in router......'(I can't 
remember the whole thing).  Well, I pressed the usual panic 
buttons and got the same junk above, except this time 
instead of '*  indicates 'etc... I got 'Press Data to recover 
lost blocks' etc.  Well the usual panic buttons again 
and after a while, pressing next gave the space left and 
time just like in the regular block page.  WEIRD≤≤≤≤≤¬↑^VVVWEIRD 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/05     06.48     walton       reading 
 
Gee, and just yesterday, I pressed tried to recondense 
a lesson (not a router) and got the "Lesson cannot be 
deleted" message.  Again trying to recondense,  I was 
informed my lesson was in use, and the problem seemed to 
be fixed. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/05     12.20     d sleator       oldedit 
 
A lesson cannot be deleted if someone has just condensed 
it and is looking at the condense error page. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/05     15.33     shorty       law 



 
        Yeah, and then the student proceeded into the lesson 
and you got the 'Your lesson is in use' etc. message. 
                                      shorty 
 
---------- note 496 copiersite 
  12/04     17.53     tamr       cerlcc 
 
The varian copier downstairs is on the same site with the 
classroom. No one noticed how bad it is because it is out of 
paper since it moved downstairs, but this terminal should 
have more chances to get ecs, otherwise we won't be able to 
condence the copied lessons. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/04     19.13     golden       s 
 
taint so!!! 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/04     21.00     judy       pso 
 
You mean it finally has PAPER ???? 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/05     12.26     rader       s 
 
No! 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/05     19.06     ranoka       ed 
 
      When is the proposed date for paper refill, and 
      is CERL ordering enough paper to last awhile and 
      is CERL putting in a continous (sp) order so 
      we wont have these long delays? 
 
      mike 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/06     09.28     perry       um 
 
Pressing "P" on the author page, and then "F, will 
answer you first question. 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/07     00.22     tamar       cerlcc 
 
I am sorry about that mistake. I got the wrong information 
from someone who comfused the physical site with the logical 
one. 
 
---------- note 501 micro 
  12/04     20.24     desabia       css 



 
There seems to be a bug in the micro editor. I was 
inspecting a micro table in lesson typeface in inspect 
only mide. After pressing a key to inspect the 
micro, I pressed NEXT and the screen went blank. I 
tried another letter, which the editor accepted, but 
without the normal display at the top of the page. 
Pressing BACK gets you out of the mess again to the 
block directory page. The error is repeatable. 
Hope this helps. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/05     07.19     frankel       p 
 
Thanks...will look into it. 
 
---------- note 503 edit1 
  12/04     21.35     gmp       matha 
 
the following results from trying to copy all the blocks 
of one 3 part lesson to another 3 part lesson... 
 
error in edit1 
unit cp4 
match 
7th command 
error type -- (blank) 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/05     07.19     frankel       p 
 
Thanks...should be fixed soon. 
 
---------- note 506 ADCIS 
  12/04     22.44     hody       med 
 
The winter meeting of the 
 
ASSOCIATION FOR COMPUTER-BASED INSTRUCTIONAL SYSTEMS (ADCIS) 
 
will be held in Charleston, S.C. on the 28,29, and 30 
of January with a possible premeeting for health science 
users a day before... interested parties are invited to 
contact the conference hostess: 
        Dr. Karen Duncan 
        Office of Computer Resources 
        College of Dental Medicine 
        Medical University of S. Carolina 
        80 Barre Street 
        Charleston, NC 29401 
        803 =792-3211 
 
Anyone interested in exhibiting PLATO courseware, please 
leave me a personal note if you have not already done so, 
and contact Dr. Duncan for reservations and information. 
Note: the U of I is an institutional member of ADCIS 
 
---------- response 1 



 
  12/05     08.36     bill cannon       faa 
 
Would like more information about ADCIS . Is it 
primarily concerned with medical training? Would it 
be meaningful to FAA tecnical training authors? How 
does the FAA Academy become an institutional member? 
Would appreciate any information anyone has... 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/05     09.40     perry       uw 
 
Shouldn't the state be South Carolina? 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/05     09.45     hody       med 
 
sorry about that (blush)...make it S as in super 
carolina!!! 
 
ADCIS is indeed oriented to computers in education 
generally and although it has a strong health sciences 
interest group. medicine and health are only a small 
subset of its actitivies... 
 
for further information of ADCIS apart from the winter 
meetings please write: ADCIS PO Box 1403 
Los Gatos, Ca 95030! 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/05     10.11     lhn       mtcc 
 
I think you are underestimating the proportion of persons 
in ADCIS with a interest in medicine/health George. 
In any case, that interest group seems to have the most 
attractive female reps, which is more important than 
the subject matter (at least from the point of view of 
my interest group). 
          R/B 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/05     11.59     frasier       park 
 
These notes are supposed to be of general interest! 
I doubt if the sexual immaturity of lhn of mtcc is of 
interest to many on this system. 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/05     12.01     celia       pso 
 
You're right, frasier. Thanks for saying it. 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/05     19.21     jim g       reading 



 
Yeah well you can't cure sexism with a computer no matter 
how advanced it is. I hope the vicarious thrill he got out 
of writing that note was worth the loss of respect for him 
by liberal minded plato users. 
 
---------- response 8 
  12/06     09.04     lhn       mtcc 
 
Like Rodney Dangerfield, "I don't get no respect,. 
It is just that the last couple of days ... well, 
I won't say, because I'll just lose more respect. 
    R/B 
(P,S., actually, I do leave some notes of value 
sometimes ((I think)). 
 
---------- response 9 
  12/06     12.18     crg       mtcc 
 
There also seem to be a lot of knee-jerk liberals around. 
 
Almost every convention I have ever heard of is primarily 
composed of people interrested in things not the ostensible 
object of the gathering. Among such are drinkers, job- 
hunters, name-droppers, goof-offs and libidinous members 
of all three sexes. Ya pays yer money and ya takes yer 
choice. 
 
Bye the bye, why is it ADCIS? aren't acronyms supposed 
to be acronymonious? Why not ACBIS? 
 
Chuck Gant 
 
---------- response 10 
  12/06     13.29     hnp       texas 
 
Three sexes? Why not 4? 
 
---------- response 11 
  12/06     14.28     crg       mtcc 
 
What do you suggest beyond male, female and convertible? 
 
---------- response 12 
  12/06     14.54     jim g       reading 
 
How about calling the new class the 
 
       !knee jerk reactionaries: 
 
          ? 
 
---------- note 517 endings 
  12/05     10.40     ecs       shpeast 
 
unless I'm wrong (a distinct possiblity), words that are 



 
part of a phrase cannot have -endings- attached to them. 
Thus, (smoke,smok/0*cigarettes) gets flagged because of the 
"smok/0". Is this intentional or can it be changed? 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/05     14.42     larry north       p 
 
You are correct. At the moment endings ¬+ phrases do not 
mix. This incidental not intentional. I will talk to 
Paul Tenczar about the posssibility of implementing this. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/05     15.44     tencza r       s 
 
But let it be known that the problems of implementing 
endings-in-phrases are formidible! Only lots of thinking 
time can solve this one. 
 
---------- note 520 changestop 
  12/05     11.18     shlosberg       com 
 
some observations on the change, stop and stop* commands:↓ 
1) *change*ing stop to xxx has two interesting facets: 
    a) the xxx does not act as a stop, and 
    b) the xxx does not flag as a condense error.↓ 
2) *change*ing 999 to stop causes any occurence of 999 
    (as a statement label) to act as an actual stop.↓ 
3) *change*ing stop* to xxx has the expected result of 
    making any occurence of xxx to act as a stop*.↓ 
4) *change*ing 999 to stop* also has the expected effect 
    of causing stop* to act as 999.↓ 
comments, anyone? (systems?) 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/05     12.21     walton       reading 
 
Sounds like Jeff has a lot of spare change. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/05     13.26     berger       users 
 
Come on, now, Rob. Stop that.... 
Oh-oh, let's not start this again! 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/05     15.23     bowery       comm 
 
  I think that the *change* command is viewed as some what 
of a joke by some systmes personel. 
  I hao a similar problem with the *use* command and 
attempted to talk to one about it. The attempt was 
froitless since it was not worth his/her time. 
  Don't expect much attention to be paid to this problem. 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/05     15.48     tenczar       s 



 
true...the change command does not function properly 
with the stop and start commads (although it does work with 
the stop* command). the reasons are rather esoteric and 
will eventually be fixed 
esoteric= 1. change came after stop/start 
          2. stop/start perhaps is not implemented in the 
             best may (at least for use by the change 
             command) 
don't expect any changes for a long while... 
 
---------- note 532 syserror? 
  12/05     15.16     tigrak       park 
 
Got message "There is a systems error call a systems 
programmer as soon as possible" when I tried to kick myself 
off from another terminal. Next time I tried it though it 
worked fine. The only thing I can come up with is that I 
had previously set my CPU limit to 2 millsec/sec. 
Was this what caused the problem ? 
 
---------- response 1 
   12/05     16.00     frankel       p 
 
Yes, it probably is. Thanks for pointing out the problem; 
we will try to get it fixed soon. 
 
---------- note 536 aids error 
  12/05     15.46     baskin       rhrc 
 
Execution error in aids. The following produces the error 
about 50: of the time. Go into aids from the author page 
and quickly press data. Now type in alarm and press next. 
The resulting error is time slice error on a concept 
command. I was able to produce the error more than 5 times 
at about 3:30. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/05     16.00     frankel       p 
 
This is a system error that will be fixed soon. 
---------- note 543 processing 
    12/06     01.29     frye       research 
 
Question:↓↓         A recent change in the AUTHOR MODE display reflects 
CPU usage in terms of "machine instructions per second". 
I believe this information is not accurate, as the average 
of an average machine instruction on this machine is NOT 
1 microsecond. 
↓        It *ould seem that the problem is one of displaying 
usage of your lesson relative to a typical TUTOR lesson. 



 
There appear to be a couple of solutions to this: 
 
        a) display CPU usage relative to an AVERAGE 
            TUTOR lesson, and/or 
 
        b) display CPU usage relative to the 2 msec/sec 
            "limit" recently discussed. 
↓I'm not trying to be overly critical of the change; I do, 
however, want to see a correct representation of this 
information -- and the figure as it stands is wholly in- 
accurate. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/06     08.32     kovara j       cccs 
 
 
  The msec/sec time...or whatever is of greatest use to 
the author, something a little more explicit available to 
the author would be nice, especially when trying to make a 
lesson more efficient. Such as, 1) the number of executable 
instr. 's in the lesson, and/or 2) the average cp time per 
instruction (could be calculated given 1) 
  Or give an author some indication of what goes on at the 
condensed level, so as to give him an idea how to code 
efficiently. This would, not necessarily appear every time 
the lesson was executed, but possibly an option by which 
tutor would be put into a 'data collection' or 'statistics' 
mode for collecting data on program performance. 
          thanx - j. kovara 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/06     09.42     layman       matha 
 
as long as yr using the instrux/sec data how about short- 
ening the message-- K for thousand -- (or maybe "kips") TomL 
 
---------- response 3 
    12/06     11.57     tenczar       s 
 
to set straight an error in Frye'2 note... 
 
it is not as simple as using the average machine instruction 
execution time 
 
what is needed is the average time used by an average 
sample of machine instructions as used in the PLATO/TUTOR 
operating system... 
 
let me assure everyone taht in the hundreds of times I 
did this exercise in the last 5 years...the number in 
question is indeed very close to 1,000,000 instructions 
per second per central processor unit on a CYBER 73 
(indeed, as recent as 02:30 I evaluated a 15 machine 
instruction loop in concept judging at 20 microseconds!!!) 
 
Serious constderation will be made of the second point... 
namely, we should state something much easier to understand 
such as..."your lesson is fine"..."your lesson is twice as 
bad as the average"..."your lesson is far out!" 



 
---------- response 4 
  12/06     12.43     bowery       comm 
 
  The textual data should not totally replace the digital. 
Good idea exclusive of that possibility. 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/06     17.32     gilpin       peer 
 
I must be missing something obvious here---what did 
the "msec/sec" message fail to tell us (that it's useful to 
know) that the new message does tell us? 
        Provided one knows the break point (s), the "msec/ 
sec" message would seem to tell the author, about as well 
as any message could, just waht he needs to know aobut how 
his lesson will fare in the CPU competition. 
        Not so? 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/06     19.38     blomme       s 
 
   First, sampling measurements on the TUTOR executor 
consistently show taht the CPU is running at 1 million 
instructions per second with a margin of error almost 
certainly less than 10: The exact number of instructions 
executed by any one lesson does of course depend upon 
the "mix" of instructions that lesson uses. 
   Second, it is important that users not expect that 
their guarantee has to do with LENGTH of processing time, 
but rather with AMOUNT of processing. Thus, if and when 
we should get a machine twice as fast, the autobreak time 
average would be reset to 5 ms/sec--BUT THE AMOUNT OF 
PROCESSING AVAILABLE WOULD REMAIN THE≤ SAME! It is to 
help emphasize this point that the "ms/sec" terminology 
has been removed. Hopefully we will be able to find 
some improvements in the wording to communicate the 
meaning better. 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/07     09.43     carter       comm 
 
For the long term concerns department: 
 
    Informed speculation has it that CDC may phase them- 
selves out of the mainframe business by 1980 as a result 
of the troubles they have had with the 8600, STAR etc 
(Forbes 11-15-74). Presumably the mainframe business would 
be sold, perhaps to NCR. Whether they would recognize the 
importance of supporting an ecs-like memory is unknown. 
 
---------- response 8 
  12/07     11.35     hody       med 
 
the allegations of the article in Forbes have been 
vigorously denied by CDC management and some claim 
that a retraction will be printed. 



 
---------- response 9 
  12/09     04.45     fuller       uimc 
 
        However, with niceties like a 10: pay cut, forced 
vacations and the like all because of a poor year, I think 
that some head scratching is going on Minneapolis way... 
 
     DF 
 
---------- note 544 message 
  12/06     07.28     kjw       mtcc 
 
 
I would like to get in touch with K. Nortrup but do 
not know what his course is. Can someone tell me? 
 
thanks 
 
kj wigton 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/06     08.14     d dennis       uni 
 
Thanks... 
 
He called me. 
 
kj 
 
---------- note 551 alarmed 
  12/06     10.41     rick       mflu 
 
Taking into account the fact that alarm is still not a 
systems feature, I'd like to make a suggestion for the 
implementation it may have in the future. 
 
Currently, when you get an alarm, it seems that it stops 
after a keypress. Since the message looks sort of like 
the -TERM talk- message, why not run something sort of 
parallel to it? When yoy get an alarm, the only way to 
turn it off is to do something like, perhaps,↓ 
   -TERM alarmed-↓ 
similar to -TERM talk or reject- to get the talk message 
 
Comments, criticisms, adverse remarks, anyone? 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/06     12.14     berger       users 
 
Criticism: There are simply times when you don't want 



 
to get away from your present arrow (because when returning 
from a -TERM-'ed feature, you lose what was typed there). 
 
It works well as it is. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/06     12.56     frankel       p 
 
Pressing a key does not stop the alarm -- stops after 
it flashes a few times. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/06     14.39     copeland       pfw 
 
        Good idea Rick!!!! 
After all if you wanted to finish the arrow teh message 
would stay until acknowledged... 
How about it ?? Can this be implemented soon??? 
 
            the Wizard 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/06     18.35     orpheus       cu 
 
        I'd go one step further--if its convivience you 
want, how about making -alarm- a -term-? That way, you 
could set an alarm without having to leave the lesson you 
are in when you decide you need one. 
 
     Mike B≤≤≤≤≤≤¬↑^VVVMike B 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/07     17.15     oberpriller       ualern 
 
Good idea, Mike B. -alarm- as a -term- would be very 
useful. Many times have I gone into a lesson and 
remembered that I wanted to set an alarm, and had to 
back out to do it. It's used often at this site 
since a current terminal shortage makes it necessary 
for someone using a terminal to relinquish it after 
a specified time. djo 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/09     11.30     eland       csa 
 
I agree with the idea that the alarm message should not go 
away until explicitly cleared... 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/09     15.22     tigrak       park 
 
How about havin' the option of setting your slide projector 
to flash ? I think that would be a good "alarmer". Just use 
it as an option..... "Do you wish a 'flashing' alarm ? ¬6" 



 
etc,     whatcha think ? 
 
     Ian 
 
---------- response 8 
  12/15     21.17     broadus       cs109 
 
i was just about to ask that myself... 
it sounds like a great idea 
i could really use it sometimes late at 
night when i can't even find the keyboard 
from being so tired... 
     bub-↑^VVV≤≤≤bub¬↑^VVV↑≤≤≤bub 
 
---------- note 553 many keys 
  12/06     11.36     golden       s 
 
From time to time visitors and users ask about the extent 
of use of PLATO. Here are some statistics gathered 
yesterday: 
 
     During prime time yesterday, PLATO processed 5 million 
     keypresses and clocked 3000 terminal hours of use. 
 
---------- note 558 -in- again 
  12/06     12.30     bowery       comm 
 
     To repeat a suggestion made by little t of em: 
 
in      station ¬$ 
*OR (with my modification) 
in      station¬$,lesson $$-lesson- an optional tag 
 
  Returning the approprate value in -error-. 
  The first version of the command would be useful to 
keep pointers straight in the event of a system crash 
with out the vulgarities of -press- (ie. 1 second pause). 
  The second version would be useful for routers and lessons 
that are dependant upon other lessons for their operation. 
In my modification, a check for jumpout codes could be 
done and if the codes do not match, an appropriate value 
would be returned in error. 
 
     Suggestions? Modifications? 
 
     Jim Bowery 
 
---------- note 562  **** ops 
  12/06     13.18     little t       em 
 
        Am I mistaken or is there supposed to be an 
operator on duty at all times especially during PRIME TIME? 
I came in to pick up a printout and found the message, 
OUT TO LUNCH. I now will have to wait until next monday 
before I can pick up my printout! This idea of moving 
the printouts to the operators room doesn't seem like 
progress to me! 



 
     Todd 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/06     15.08     larry north       ve 
 
I have experienced the same problem as Little. 
 
Can something be done about this? 
 
Perhaps the print boxes should be in a public area and 
an option added to 'requests', that allows you to specify 
taht your print should be held by the operator rather than 
placed in the print box.  This would provide easy access 
or security as desird. 
 
---------- response  2 
  12/06     15.26     golden       s 
 
We have had prints in public and semi-public areas for years 
The loss rate is simply too high. 
 
Normally, we have two operators during the day, but one is 
on vacation now. It is my experience that the operators 
never leave for more than a few minutes at a time, usually 
just to go pick up some more prints. The lunch break is, 
of course, another result of George Myers being on vacation. 
 
---------- note 568 micro prob 
  12/06     15.13     parrello       uimatha 
 
Starange things in SD mode-- like, it loads the standard 
microtable on you (although, when you back out of SD mode, 
the original microtable you had is back again). ID doesn't 
do this, and being an avid fan of micros, I think it would 
be nice if SD were changed to conform to ID. That way, if 
I am forced to leave in the middle of a display, I am not 
denied my microtable when I return. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/06     18.20     frankel       p 
 
OK. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/06     21.16     parrello       uimatha 
 
Thanks. 
 
---------- note 583 oddjumpout 
  12/07     09.09     roper       siu 
 
A starange thing happened the other day... 
I was writing a jumpout for siu3 which was working (more 
or less) regularly. Then I attempted a jumpout to siu2. 
I got a very nice picture of a frog sitting in a pond 



 
of rushes with the text CROAK said the frog. When I tried 
entering from the author page later I got the term option 
page in the program--not the frog. I know the guy who 
wrote it and he didn't have a chance to change the condense 
terminal and I was cn it for the whoel time. 
Anybody know what would cause this sort of thing? 
     Quetzal 
P.S. What is the new jumpout code when you are using a 
jumpout with a variable tag and no leslist? Aids is not 
quite clear. Thanks. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/07     09.18     warner       iu 
 
Two things can cause this...one is a from command in the 
lesson that routes people not from the author page to 
a special section. The other is an ieu that makes a 
distinction between author and student entries. This ieu 
will be executed any time anyone enters the lesson. 
 
The code for variable jumpouts without a leslist is... 
     ≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤↓¬↑^nonexistent! 
This fact was a sore spot among PLATO users for many 
months before the leslist features were introduced. 
 
---------- note 586 when ecs 
  12/07     10.06     golden       s 
 
     Schedule for the installation of more ECS 
 
The ECS will arrive, and PLATO will be turned off on 
December 23. 
 
In addition to installing the ECS, extensive changes in our 
air and water cooling apparatus will be made. Because of 
these changes and the several days lost to holidays, PLATO 
will be off longer than suggested earlier. 
 
We will turn PLATO on as soon after Christmas as possible, 
but that may be as late as January 2, 1975. 
 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/07     15.09     carol       level3 
 
When on the 23rd does PLATO go down -- a.m or p.m.? 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/07     15.42     frankel       p 
 
↑^.M. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/10     17.39     bradley       iu 
 
Could I have some information on other plato systems? 



 
---------- note 595 listless 
  12/07     20.27     david       hebrew 
 
Consider the following: 
* 
leslist lesson, list 
jumpout <1>,unit 
* 
If common codewords do not match, you get an execution 
error to the effect cf "no leslist" which is rather 
vague, I think you will admit. 
* 
AIDS mentions that error=-2 means mismatched codewords in 
a leslist command, but makes no mention of which codewords 
must match. 
 
Comments, anyone? 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/08     14.02     friedman       csa 
 
The COMMON codewords must match for the leslist command 
to succeed.↓ 
Incidentally, this poses some serious problems. One can 
easily have unrelated leslists and commons; they should 
not be protected by the same codeword. For example, a 
large group of lessons may have to share the same leslist; 
some of the lessons may have their own. unrelated commons. 
It's inviting problems to have to put the same common 
codeword on all these unrelated commons; but that's what 
you have to do to share the same leslist.↓ 
The same problem obtains with datasets.↓ 
Please, systems, we need SEPARATE codewords for common, 
leslist, and dataset! 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/08     14.49     silver       ve 
 
I'm not sure which is worth more -- the convenience of a 
separate codeword, or the relative simplicity of NOT having 
the codeword. I have no doubt, however, that most experi- 
enced tutor authors assume that they will get a condense 
error if codewords do not match. And they don'i! Thus 
router lessons have been condensed with mismatched code- 
words, by programmers who thought they had done all nec- 
essary testing. Even tho leslist is an executable command, 
it should give a condense error -- the extra load on the 
system is worth it, in my opinion. 
At the very least. the write up in aids should make the 
situation clear. Presently it doesn't. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/09     09.14     friedman       csa 
 
It's a contradiction in terms to ask that an executable 
command give a condense error. But it could give an 
execution error. The problem with THAT is that present 
usage (with variable - error-) would dictate that either 



 
-error- gets set (and someone may choose not to check it), 
or that an execution error is given. To give BOTH 
possibilities would require a syntax something like: 
leslist lesson,block,flag 
where flag is a variable into which an error indication 
is put; flag would be optional, and if not coded, an 
excution error would be given. Thus, an author could 
check for the problem, or leave it to the system, as he 
chose. 
 
---------- note 599 calcerrtyp 
  12/08     19.10     rowell       stan 
 
once again...... 
could we please have some variable (error would be ideal) 
that we can exam in the unit reached by an iferror 
so that we can see what KIND of calc error occurd? 
currently, you have to pull the iferror, recondense, 
and try (pray) that you blow up in the same place.... all 
of this just to see array error,exponent error, etc..... 
 
this must already exist somewhere in order for the 
systems exec. error page to write out........ 
 
             please?? 
 
To Whom It May Cocern: (in advance) 
        Thanks 
 
----------response 1 
     12/08     19.23     midden       p 
 
formok? 
 
---------- response 2 
     12/08     21.25     steve       cu 
 
     I think he is referring to, say, if you have a 
pice of code like: 
 
calc  no (n1)→3 
 
     and n1 has o, so taht is an array error, that there 
be some system variable like formok that will tell waht 
type of error was encountered when the iferror unit is 
done. 
            I think this is a good idea. We already have such 
variables for jumpout, charset, etc., and the calc error 
is an often occurring one. 
 
---------- response 3 
     12/09     00.28     midden       p 
 
there is! 
formok in the iferrored unit will be set to o to indicate 
n1=0 in your example. There isn't any words to tell what 
unit the error. or what line the error was in. 



 
(do you want the line number or something?) 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/09     09.27     michael       english 
 
Can error page show formok on array err exit? 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/09     11.09     obrien       uicc 
 
the problem is that "formok" is moatly for compile-type 
errors (like 3//5, ((3+a), and such like). Only one 
formok settingh is for EXECUTION errors...just one global 
setting for arry errors, neg. square roots, etc. What 
Pete is saying is that the exec. error page is able to 
differentiate between these, but "formok" is not. This 
is a real bear to debug. 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/09     20.17     rowell       stan 
 
You got it! if i check formok in my iferror unit, it tells 
me i had an execution error.......gee, what else is new? 
 
---------- note 601 llistarrag 
  12/08     20.57     parrello       uimatha 
 
It is ungodly trying to debug a lesson using leslists... 
Could we have an option to return them to disk like with 
common? Thanks.... 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/09     04.38     fuller       uimc 
 
        How about an option to abort them, too? 
 
        This I mentioned long ago as a much needed 
feature... And never got a response from systems as to yes, 
no, etc... COMMENTS? 
 
     DF 
 
---------- note 611 condns sto 
  12/09     10.01     michael       english 
 
One feature which would be very useful would be: 
 
storage user='instructor',322,0 
 
This would allow in a router for an instructor to initiate 
dataset transfers without having students be tagged with an 
unnecessary 322 words. While not a return to an executable 
storage command, which I realize is unreasonable, this calls 
for the evaluation of sustem variables at condense time. 
This would save having to put nearly identical routines in 



 
separate lessons, thus calling in extra ECS and a jumpout. 
 
Are the values of system variables known at condense time? 
Could they be? Maybe in the future the creation of a 
special class of condense time variables could be done so 
that certain parameters of the lesson could be altered 
without creating separae copies. Admittedly, affecting 
the amount of storage allocated is the only use I can see 
at the moment. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/09     10.37     wooley       p 
 
Presumably at condense time you would want the value 
of -user- to be set according to who was condensing. 
Then anyone who came into the lesson later would either 
get storage or not get storage depending on who 
originally condensed it... 
Does not seem very practical. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/09     10.56     michael       english 
 
NO! You would want user set for each person who enters, 
as it is now. Thus storage is allocated FOR that user 
dependent on HIS user type. Say the system variable 
*usert* existed with values of: 
 
        non-routed student          =-1 
        student                     =0 
        multiple                    =1 
        author                      =2 
        instructor                  =3 
 
Then, at entry to lesson: 
 
storage usert,0,25,0,25,322 
 
Get its use now? Not exactly condense time variables, 
but entry time variables. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/09     12.57     becker       reading 
 
That implies executable storage. However seeing as storage 
is added to ecs for every person entering a lesson with 
storage there is no reason (that I can see) not to make 
it executable. The algorithm that decides if there is room 
for you to enter an already condensed lesson could assume 
the maximum storage tag (which would have to available at 
condense time). 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/09     13.19     michael       english 
 
It would NOT imply executable storage on the user level, 
only at the system level, which I believe already exists. 



 
I.e., not executable as the old storage command was. 
 
---------- note 612 microfiche 
  12/09     10.35     susan       cerl 
 
      People needing microfiche for next semester must 
get their slides to me this week. If you have any questions 
about slides for next semester please contact me by phone 
(333-6210) 
      Also, people needing audio discs and slide inserts 
should contact Pat Stolarski (333-6211) any afternoon 
from 2 to 5. She works in the library. 
              susan rankaitis 
 
---------- note 614 editing! 
  12/09     10.37     jones       rhrc 
 
When reading a lesson,it would be nice to be able 
to read directly over lesson block bounds instead 
of having to back out to the lesson index and type 
the letter of the next block. Mabe the -NEXT1- key 
could advance to the beginning of the next block 
and save changes in the previous block if not in 
inspect only mode? 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/09     10.59     frye       research 
 
This has been suggested before... The systems programmers 
do indeed have such an option (same keypress, even!), but 
apparently there is some reason why such a feature could 
not be available to users. I'm afraid I don't know what 
that reason is... 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/09     11.38     jones       rhrc 
 
do they also have -BACK1- to back up from the beginning 
of one block to the end of the previous block, this would 
also help.VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV   LETS HAVE A POPULAR 
          MOVEMENT≤≤≤≤≤≤VVVFOR≤≤≤VVVTHIS!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/09     12.36     keith s       matha 
 
Please see note ¬$ 510 of OLD GENERAL NOTES for 
August 18 - September 7 of 1974 for further discussion of 
this request. 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/09     13.09     becker       reading 
 
Better yet look at Gen. note ¬$389 in these current notes. 
Pay particular attention to the responses by Maureen Stone 
and Prof. Friedman. Pay no attention to the lack of 
official systems responses to same. 



 
---------- response 5 
  12/09     14.19     parrello       uimatha 
 
HUH? 
 
This note is not about an all-lesson unit search, it is 
about backing up and moving forward from block to block 
without going back to the directory page. 
However, the notes mentioned by Mr. Slaughter and Mr. Becker 
are about an all-lesson unit search (and similar all-lesson 
command searches, etc.) 
SO, as long as this is still an open question... 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/09     14.50     fuller       uimc 
 
        The fear is the same as the other option: that 
it would be an option that would entice more disk accesses 
than are used on the average now... And that some may 
abuse (horror) it by running rampant through lessons... 
Personally, as stated before, I question. that the gains 
would be so ill, considering the overhead that can be 
created by-average user- (iterative next, back, press a 
letter, etc) methods of Y and Z search, -next1-, -back1- 
etc... certainly if systems still feared abuse, these 
options and their disk accesses could be -paused-such that 
the time that ti took to, say, go between blocks in a 
search or -next1- would be no less than what presently has 
to be done, and the processing required would CERTAINLY 
be less... not to mention my amicability on such occasions! 
         Systems? speak your peace! 
 
                DF 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/09     14.53     jones       rhrc 
 
OK.. I must come to the defense pf those brave enough 
to make the suggestion that they were relavent.... 
 
They were relavent, the possibility of what I want was 
raised, and arguments were presented for and against what I 
want. Stone (I think) made correct remark that the same 
number of disk accesses would be made ny people backing 
out to the index to go to the new block as using -NEXT1-. 
As to how free access to -NEXT1- would encourage scattering 
of units at random (as one of the others suggested) I have 
not the faintest idea.VVVVVVVVVVVVVVT≤ H≤ EVVV≤≤≤≤≤M≤ O≤≤ V≤≤≤ E≤≤≤≤ M≤≤≤≤≤ ENT 
 
---------- response 8 
  12/09     15.27     parrello       uimatha 
 
Scattering of units, as well as lack of documentation, is, 
sad to say, unavoidable in lessons large enough to make 
scattering. of units and lack of documentation highly 
undsirable. Eventually wee all come to the point where 
we must play that old game of kill-the-comments-and -shuffle- 



 
the-units-to-make-enough-room-in-block-N-to-add-another-unit 
roulette... 
 
---------- response 9 
  12/09     15.33     roper       siu 
 
AMEN!!!! 
               Quetzal 
 
---------- response 10 
  12/09     16.11     mcneil a       uicc 
 
How about a compromise.. a new edit command ie. BK_ 
which would take you to block _ with out going to the 
block directory page. 
BK would be a non remembered command so it wouldn 't 
wipe out your C or U searchs. 
ALVmnc 
 
---------- response 11 
  12/09     16.15     frye       research 
 
That's more keypresses than backing out to the directory! 
 
---------- response 12 
  12/10     09.18     layman       matha 
 
would the all-file search be more efficient if the blok 
wasnt returned to disk, but was just overwritten if the 
search yielded a "not found" --if someone IS going to serach 
a file manually, the blox that failed will get sent to the 
disk when one backs out (unless there's some flag that 
I dont know of that indicates a change has been made to the 
blok) --maybe the system people could release a temporary 
version w/the allfile search ¬+keep some stats on it just 
to have some data on disk accesses (more or less) --the 
only real way to tell if its subject to abuse is try it out, 
it's hard to secondguess how the average author will use or 
abuse such a feature --TomL 
 
---------- response 13 
  12/10     18.56     jim g       reading 
 
Due to smrts on the part of those who orginated the 
editor, a block is not written back to the disc unless some 
change is made to the contents. It does seem the logical 
and intelligent way to do things! why incur an extra disc 
access for no reason? 
 
---------- response 14 
  12/11     12.35     d sleator       oldedit 
 
It is just a case of the "haves" .vs. the "have nots!, 
 
  The"have nots" want it, and the "haves" want to 



 
keep them from getting it. 
 
   The "haves" are delayed trying to find a "rational 
reason" that the "have nots" shouldn't be able to get it, 
....and thus, no system responses to this note. 
 
---------- note 617 Copier 
  12/09     11.05     rader       s 
 
The paper has come in for the Varian copier; several large 
users have scheduled blocks of time today (Monday). We 
do not expect to have to schedule past today. 
 
---------- note 619 micro 
  12/09     11.14     frye       research 
 
Recent notes about execution errors on micro commands 
persuaded me to investigate this -- it appears that 
an invalid micro name causes an execution error 
- unlike the charset command, which simply doesn't load 
the unfound charset. Could this be changed to allow 
a flag for the mismatched micro? Like setting *error*, 
for instance? This would, it seems to me, be more 
consistent with current TUTOR (again in reference to the 
*charset* command). 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/09     16.05     parrello       uimatha 
 
What actually happens is that -error- is set to 0 for 
a good micro, -1 for a bad one, and the execution error 
occurs only when both arguments are 0... 
 
---------- note 624 erase n 
  12/09     12.59     orpheus       cu 
 
         Suggested Tutor Directives Department: 
 
         How about a new tag for the -erase- command: 
 
         erase n 
 
where n is a line number counting down from the top of the 
screen. This would obviate the necessity of using an -at- 
command to erase a given line of text. 
 
      Mike≤ B≤≤≤≤≤≤¬↑^VVVMike B 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/09     13.25     michael       english 
 
Like: 
 
erase 10 
 
It alredy exists, but a la¬e: 



 
at    1010 
erase 10 
 
Effect obviously different. I like: 
 
erase 1010;37,10 
 
I.e., erase 37 wide, 10 down, starting at 1010. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/09     14.08     frye       research 
 
The fact remains that you are still doing the *at*, but 
it is implied in this case -- it seems like an interesting 
shortcut, but I personally don't think it's all that nec- 
essary. Other opinions? 
 
dave 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/09     14.19     curly       iu 
 
  I have found myself wishing for such a option several 
times and one suggested that embedded at commands be 
allowed. But this version seems more reasonable and I 
think it should be implimented (Although I agree that we 
can get along without it). 
 
                        curly 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/09     14.22     parrello       uimatha 
 
This has already been suggested and rejected. 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/09     18.02     ned       tcourse 
 
When I encountered this problem I wrote a little subroutine 
taking three arguments: 
 
  unit  erases (v90,v91,v92) 
  at    v90 
  erase v91, v92 
 
Thus, "do erases (1010,35,2)" would erase 35 chars for 
two lines starting at 1010. 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/10     09.31     layman       matha 
 
baloney sausage ! --the embedded at takes up more ecs ¬+ is 
slower--¬+ this is an ex-embedding freak speaking--ive seen 
the error of my ways ¬+ cleaned my lessons up (except for the 
-writec-s but those are for medicinal purposes)--ampersands 



 
are lots more fun anyhow -!- TL 
 
---------- note 639 rest room 
  12/09     15.57     keith s       matha 
 
The CERL rest room change has been made. 
 
What used to be the third floor MEB's rest room 
is now the third floor WOMEN's rest rom. 
 
This change is noted by a temporary sign. 
 
Thanks to all for their input on this issue! 
 
---------- note 644 l command 
  12/09     19.04     crooks       siu 
 
during editing how does the l command work? 
for displaying lines that is? 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/09     19.45     midden       p 
 
it displays ¬a lines of text. 
L3 displays three lines of text. 
Read help pages for edit! 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/09     20.40     alvin       sin 
 
is there a special sequence of buttons? 
 
we cant get it to work........ 
 
   HELP!!! 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/09     21.26     chabay       p 
 
It works for me...to display 3 lines only, type L3, press 
NEXT, and then replot yout screen -- from then on only 
3 lines will be displayed. 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/10     01.02     al       mflu 
 
The l command dosen't do anything visable. That is why 
you probably didn't think that it worked. What it does 
is reset the max line displayed to what ever you tell it. 
It is originally 8. 
It is useful when searching through a lesson for a certain 
unit when you don't know in what block it resides. Set 
the line limit to 1 with L1 and then do your search starting 
from block a. The "not found" will be displayed quicker 



 
since you won't have to wait for 7 more lines to print. 
 
AG 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/10     08.54     alvin       siu 
 
ok... thanx. now we caught on to what  it does..... 
we just couldn't seem to comprehend what it did refore. 
 
dave≤≤≤≤¬↑^ˇˇˇdˇˇˇaˇˇˇvˇˇˇe 
 
---------- note 650 K ins/sec 
  12/10     05.38     fuller       uimc 
 
        I discovered what seems to be an inaccuracy in 
terms in the " xx.yy K machine instructions executed per 
second" display, I was doing some heavy processing in 
one lesson, followed immediately by a jumpout to another 
lesson which used negligible time. When I stop1 ed out 
I noticed that the display seemed to reflect the processing 
average for both lessons instead of just the last one, 
as the display indicates... Is this on purpose, or is it 
an error? 
 
DF 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/10     07.03     avner       s 
 
On purpose. Many instructional sequences require such 
jumpouts and the figures should reglect the reality of 
such loads. Al Avner 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/10     08.35     golden       s 
 
The message is misleading since it refers to the lesson, 
while the number refers to all activity since sign-on. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/10     15.51     fuller       uimc 
 
        AHA! Thanks... was wondering how in heck a 
unit    wait 
pause   3 
goto    flag=set,x,wait 
loop    could eat up 56.7 mills/K ins-sec... 
 
DF 



 
---------- response 4 
  12/11     12.21     obrien       uicc 
 
Waaait a minnit...since SIGNON? 
I thought it was since leaving the Author Mode page, or 
the editor. 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/13     14.40     bowery       comm 
 
  Mr. Golden was, I believe, refering to 'singnon' to a 
sequence of lessons, not to the system. 
 
---------- note 654 noteserror 
  12/10     08.46     merle       conn 
 
dear systems people... 
 
i think notes is having a nervous breakdown today...or at 
  least is giving me one... the sequence of events: 
1. i went into personal notes and hit shift lab to respond 
to a note 
2. i wrote response and sent it 
3. i hit next to continue reading...deleted the note to 
   which i had written response...read one additional 
   note that was there 
4. went back to author mode page and saw notice that i 
   have a note 
5. suspected plato of playing games with me so i went back 
   in and wrote note to same person asking if he received 
   the note mentioned in (2) above. 
6. sent the note and was sent to page where i was told that 
   last note had been sent to ldf of mtcc 
7. i then hit next and MY NAME appeared as next person to 
   whom i wanted to send a note. i hit next again and MY 
   COURSE appeared in that slot.↓↓ this happened at 8:40 today... 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/10     08.49     merle       conn 
 
p.s. just found out that the original note had 
     in fact been received.... 
 
also forgot to say that there was no new note waiting 
for me when i went in again after making the first response 
mentioned 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/10     09.24     michael       english 
 
Merle, Kim added the auto-fill name and course if you press 
NEXT so us forgetful people can easily send ourselves a copy 
of a note or a reminder. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/11     16.20     dle       mtcc 



 
  I notice that the auto-fill of the "course" variable 
also works on the term "talk" option..... 
 
  do a term "talk" 
  type in some name 
  then for course, simply press NEXT 
 
  Result: paging is done of person w/ that name 
      who is also your own course. 
 
  Nice feature to have around... thx 
 
---------- note 657   AIDS 
  12/10     09.11     may       bot100 
 
Yesterday afternoon Plato went through a short crash...ok, 
that's cool. I was in AIDS at the time. When Plato came up 
again I immediately sougth AIDS... only to wait several 
minutes for it to condense. I certainly understand the 
initial overload following a crash, BUT couldn't AIDS, a 
system's lesson of great magnitude and connected to the 
editor, be given a priority condense? Should it not be one 
of the lessons loaded immediately following a crash? 
 
just a thought...... 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/10     09.35     golden       s 
 
Aids includes several dozens of lessons. Do you really want 
your students to wait for their lessons while we condense 
all of aids? 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/10     09.54     whansen       csa 
 
But why not just have the saved binary available? 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/10     09.58     may       bot100 
 
 To: golden 
 
In that light, sir, I do see your point! Thanks for 
adjusting my point of view. 
 
A mental apology to the student population... 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/10     11.18     rader       s 



 
Reply to later question: 
Binaries cannot be saved across changes in executor. Such 
a change was forced by the crash. 
 
---------- note 666  id screwup 
  12/10     12.48     hody       med 
 
annoying problem in id/sd options...blank lines are 
not recognized...example: t for text, then 
 
1. item one 
 
2. item two 
 
comes out: 
 
at    wherever 
write 1.  item one 
      2.  item two 
 
***** 
 
'tis a puzzlement! 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/10     14.22     crg       mtcc 
 
An additional question, possibly answered earlier, but if 
so I missed it: Why can't you do an SSo and not get the 
"unrecognizable statement....." and why can't you insert 
before the top line??? 
 
Chuck Gant 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/10     16.13     frankel       p 
 
About ID...that only happens sometimes...I'll try to fix 
it soon. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/11     02.20     steve       cu 
 
     You can insert before the top line.  >0 has done 
the job for me every time. 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/11     09.29     perry       uw 
 
   To answer the original question: 
Hit the space bar on that blank line; it will then be 
saved. 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/11     09.36     crg       mtcc 



 
I never said I0 didn't work. I was always speaking of 
SSo. I periodically want something at the beginning of a 
block. 
 
---------- note  667  new ecs 
  12/10     13.06     orpheus       cu 
 
      As an optimist: 
 
      I'm overjoyed to know that we ahve a firm delivery 
date on the new ECS. Running lessons (an debugging during 
the day) should now be easier. But-- 
 
      As a pessimist: 
 
      Just how much better? By how much will the availa- 
ble ECS be increased after taking the installation of 
new terminals into account? I understand peak usage might 
reach 500 terminals. It likely that the number of lessons 
condensed will not increase by that much, but there is still 
the minimum requirements for each terminal. 
 
      How much better will things really get? 
 
      Mike B≤≤≤≤≤≤¬↑^↑ˇ↑ˇ↑ˇMike B 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/10     13.31     meers       wright 
 
lesson Platopress tends to answer your questions. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/10     17.30     blomme       s 
 
   Roughly: with 2 million words of ecs we will be 
able to afford a lesson buffer of around 1.5 million 
words--this will be sufficient to guarantee 1500 words 
to each and every one of the 1000 terminals that can 
possibly be connected. This figure can almost certainly 
be made larger (not all 1000 terminals are likely ever 
to be on at the same time), but we intend to proceed with 
caution--and only forward this time! Note that at present 
the allocation on a per terminal basis is somewhere around 
700 words,  so site ecs allocations will grow by around 
a factor of 2 as soon as the new ecs is installed, tested, 
and working reliably (only guesses are currently available 
as to when that might be--but hopefully early in January). 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/10     17.54     hody       med 
 
just a minor correction-- with the installation of 
terminals after ecs supplies were  'cut off ' many site 
have MUCH LESS than 700 words per terminal... example 
site 'med' has 32 terminals and guaranteed b K which 
is about 562 words per terminal... sites which 
were 'favired' in terminal deliveries also got a 



 
better deal with respect to ecs per terminal in the 
last scrunch! t'aint fair.... really.... 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/10     19.54     elston       rhrc 
 
Just to keep the math straight that's 18K (Not 8K). 
Which does figure out to approximately 562 words per 
terminal. 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/11     15.42     hody       med 
 
thanks elston -- 
 
mah finger slipped!  lapsus keyi i guess...18K indeed 
 
---------- note 669  bumped 
  12/10     13.40     crane       ced 
 
      I think that when a site director tells you he is 
      going to bump you in order to gain more ecs for 
      other users he ought to give you at least three 
      to five minutes to straighten out what you are 
      doing. On several occassions I have been informed 
      that I was going to be removed and then after only 
      about 30 seconds I get bumped off the screen. I 
      think that it is important that people be at least 
      allowed to get what they are working on in some sort 
      of order so that when they come back to it they 
      will not have lost their train of though.  Any 
      suggestions would be appreciated. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/10     13.55     shlosberg       com 
 
i think that when an author is working in a room that 
has been reserved for classroom use he should be aware 
that he is a low priority user.  when in fact he need not 
be allowed to use the terminal at all, any use he is 
granted should be appreciated.  it is uncomfortable to 
be running classes and have to ask people to back out 
so that the scheduled students can get around in their 
assigned lessons...it would be much easier just to 
course restrict the room for the entire class period... 
but it has generally been our policy to allow general 
usage of the terminals as long as the class is not 
disturbed or hindered in their work. 
in most cases 3-5 minutes is too long a time to help 
the students move around freely... they too are on a 
limited time schedule... 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/10     14.13     maggs       law 
 
Personally I would be as opposed to giving an author any 
grace period where my students were concerned as I would 



 
be opposed to letting a bunch of outsiders use the seats for 
5 minutes in a classroom where I was scheduled to teach a 
regular class. However, I do think the site director 
should have available software which would let him make and 
enforce his own policy on author usage just as a router 
lesson lets the course director make and enforce policy 
on student usage. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/10     15.49     hody       med 
 
it is policy of the site users committee on site 22 
('med')  to allow three minutes for any legitimate user 
when the space is needed for a higher priority activity. 
if you were bumped quicker. maybe you were in a game-- 
in any case site 22 users are urged to contact the 
medical computing laboratory and the site directors 
if they have any complaints about site management-- 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/10     17.42     donnelly       css 
 
    Personally, the only time this has seemed problem has 
been when the director did not give me time to even make a 
change in the condense flags for the lesson I was editing. 
This has forced me to run around to different sites on 
several occassions just to sign on long enough to get the 
working part of the lesson available once more. 
 
    When forced to leave before finishing writing a routine 
that I have thought out. I have just learned to write notes 
on  paper for later reference.  It is a nuisance sometimes, 
but authors are low priority users (as was already pointed 
out). 
 
          Bruce  E.  Donnelly 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/11     07.42     nagel       vu 
 
All you have to do is to find a site0 
terminal.....authors are never bumped 
once on. Many of the authors even say 
that they do the best authoring during 
prime time.....they frequently have more 
that 1/2 of the available ECS.!!!!!!!!!! 
 
POOR  STUDENTS 
 
Hope things improve with more ECS for the 
students on site0. 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/11     14.46     golden       s 
 
Authors are never bumped BY THE SITE DIRECTOR on site 0, 
but they can seldom condense more than 1500 words. The 
system sees to that. 



 
---------- note 673  persnote 
  12/10     14.52     rusty       pdg 
 
Is there any way to tell if a personal note I have sent 
has been received? 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/10     15.04     celia       pso 
 
No, there's no way to tell. You just have to have faith! 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/11     15.04     k  mast       p 
 
        No. 
 
---------- note 674  Hannuka 
  12/10     14.53     state       ames 
 
   Pardon me, but isn't  Hanuka spelled with 2 'n's?  (Hannuka) 
Nothing vital.  just thought i'd mention it. 
 
                 frisco 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/10     15.20     al       mflu 
 
No, the preferred spelling of the Jewish holiday is 
Chanukah. May I ask as to what this has to do with 
plato?  Did we have a menorah on the signon page and 
I missed it or something? If we haven't had one yet 
you might consider it systems. Even a dreidel would 
be nice.  The side on which it lands determines the 
fate of you records. 
 
Non - lose your Note file (short notice on the rules guys) 
Gimel - terminal Grabbed by Greedy 3 year old tankwar pro 
Hay - Plato down for Half a century 
Shin - you might ≤≤≤≤≤ _____ get in (ECS, you know) 
 
AG 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/10     15.56     jones       rhrc 
 
↑^↑^↑^XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX↑^↑^↓ 
↑^↑^↑^↑^↑^↑^XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
↑ˇ↑ˇ↑ˇ↑ˇ↑ˇAll right you game authors get going with the new game: 
 
       DREDEL .≤ .≤≤ .≤≤≤ .≤≤≤ .≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤≤ .↑ˇ↑ˇ.↑ˇ↑ˇ ≤≤≤≤≤≤≤. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/10     16.20     rick       mflu 



 
It 's always been hard to transliterate between two 
languages, especially when some sounds don't exist in the 
object language. For  the technically-minded, here is an 
algorithm in Bacchus (?) Normal Form for the spelling: 
 
<holiday> ::= <initial> a <n> u <k> <final> 
   <initial> ::= Ch ¬I H 
   <n> ::= n ¬I nn 
   <k> ::= k ¬I kk 
   <final> ::= a ¬I ah 
 
My preferred spelling is Chanukah (about as close to 
the Hebrew spelling as you'll ever get). 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/10     16.30     warner       iu 
 
I don't know. but wasn't this note originally about 
Mike Chanukah? of ed? 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/10     16.58     weaver       matha 
 
Yes, Virginia, there is a dreidel !!! Lesson weaver. 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/10     17.25     al       mflu 
 
The competition grows. Another version of the famous 
original "roulete wheel" is now here. Lesson 
california block Chanukah.  Sorry for the inconvenience 
but you may have to partial in that block manually 
(it's worth it!). Anyone got an extra lesson space for me? 
 
AG 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/10     18.14     flory       mfl 
 
If you look hard enough, you will find that there is≤≤ __ a 
menorah on the signon page...it just takes some doing to 
get. (It was still there this afternoon.) 
 
M.  Flory 
 
---------- response 8 
  12/10     19.13     jim g       reading 
 
Maybe we need a new command (see below) that would 
* 
faith  n1 
or 
creed  n1 
* 
 put the religious preference (established when the records 
are set and changeable like the password) into the 



 
variable in the tag. This way we could have displays suited 
to the religious preference of the user so as not to offend 
anyone at times when religious holidays coincide! 
 
---------- response 9 
  12/10     19.21     emg       mtcc 
 
Just to clear up another point, Backus is spelled thusly 
and has nothing to do with Bacchus or Chanuka, nor did 
he appear in !Rebel Without a Cause" (that was the other 
Backus),  and Peter's last name is Naur not Normal (and 
he wasn't in the movie either). 
 
---------- response 10 
  12/10     19.56     eisenberg       psych 
 
There is a little menorah at the bottom of 
the index page in the hebrew router lesson, lesson 
-hebroute-.  (We also have Chanukah spelled correctly.) 
 
Artwork by Lee Fillman (Thanks, Lee!) 
 
---------- response 11 
  12/11     06.46     steve       cu 
 
     But, the notation is referred to as Backus Normal 
Form, even though Naur did work on it. This has been 
a source of confusion to me, as i always figured that 
"Normal" was a garbling of "Naur", but I have seen it 
referred to as "Normal" in too many places. 
 
---------- response 12 
  12/11     09.05     rdr       hum 
 
The signon page has a very handsome menorah which 
is being lit properly as Hannukah progresses. 
Thanks and appreciation to the artist and systems 
people for their thoughtfulness. 
            Chag  Sameach, 
              Dick  Rosenblatt 
 
---------- response 13 
  12/11     9.23     joer       conn 
 
hi folks --gotta throw in my lines since i did the artistry 
on the menorah (most of it) - thanx to those systems people who 
put it on the screen. it displays 1/8 accesses and will 
be present for the entire channukah (i use 2 n's) festival-- 
last comment is if you want to see a good ≤≤≤≤ ____ dreidel spin look 
at uc13 (thanx to wetstone/conn)  hopefully the flags are ok 
glad to hear you like the menorah 
        joe 
 
---------- response 14 
  12/11     10.21     lhn       mtcc 



 
This is all very nice, but what will be done for 
St. Stanislaus Day? 
R/B 
 
---------- response 15 
  12/11     12.46     layman       matha 
 
How about random ¬6s like on halloween only these will be 
plates of $food!≤≤≤≤≤ ≤≤≤≤≤food! ≤≤≤≤≤ ≤≤≤≤≤food!!!!!!!!!! 
a plate of kapusta. a plate of gol≤/umpki, a plate of potato- 
es, a plate of kielbasa, another plate of potatoes, a plate 
of piefogi, a couple bottles of Drewry's--------- 
 
---------- response 16 
  12/11     13.18     state       ames 
 
  Now I know what Dr.  Frankenstein felt like!!!!! 
Thanks to whoever (I lost track around the 12th response) 
gave us the correct 1) spelling 2) spellings 3) all of the 
above 4) none of the above (please circle your choice). 
Congrats to the fine artwork on the menorah (did I spell 
that right ???) and kindley desregerd anny ather coments I 
maak about speling. Happy Hanuka, Merry Christmas, and a 
Happy New Year to all! 
 
frisco 
 
---------- note 685 SFauthor 
  12/10     16.50     roper       siu 
 
Just as a matter of curiosity... 
Are there any SF authors (published or otherwise) on the 
PLATO system?  Sometime it would be nice to get together 
in minitalko or talkomatic. I'm still unpublished but 
I'm trying hard. 
                 Thanks, 
                 Quetzal 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/10     18.59     michael       english 
 
Me too.  (Trying, that is.) 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/11     00.37     eric       weather 
 
also unpublished... 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/13     21.36     dal       ames 
 
You may add a third to the list (Trying, slowly but 
also most definitely surely). Michael of English has 



 
a good start, if you would take time to read the pages 
of excellent verbosity within his lesson "galaxy"..... 
Let's try to get together sometime. 
   Gee, this may almost warrant a notes file! 
 
Starkhan 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/13     23.20     baker       cs109 
 
I should be so good !!!  Unfortunately I can't put my weird 
plans on paper. (Oh. Dr. A where are you when I need you?) 
 
---------- response 5 
  1214     17.17     wells       cerl 
 
same here........ 
 
Bill 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/15     19.55     turnier       ualern 
 
ME TOO !! ME TOO!! 
 
       r. 
 
---------- note 700 2 pages? 
  12/10     21.20     mckeown       com 
 
This should be a quick item to fix (someday):↓ 
It would be nice to have a message in course records at 
the bottom of the first page of lessons completed (option 
5 under individual student curriculum)  indicating that 
more lessons appear on the following page. When checking 
that page, it is easy to be unaware of the absence of the 
'End of List' and miss the second page.↓ 
Thanks. 
 
---------- note 712  bad condns 
  12/11     10.29     john r       reading 
 
One of our lessons condensed faultily this morning. 
A -chartst- apparently failed to work, and we 
(repeatably) got a lesson with a random set of 
characters. Recondensing the lesson without making any 
changes in it cured the problem. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/11     11.22     steve       cu 
 
     Sometimes what can happen is that the charset id 
is loaded but the charset is not. This will cause the 
program to think it has the right charset. If you try 
loading a different charset, and try your lesson again, 



 
it usually works. 
      However, if you didnt load any charsets between the 
time it didnt work, and when it did, then something may 
have been wrong with the condense, but I doubt it. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/11     11.47     john r       reading 
 
Doubts expressed by the systems staff would be much 
more meaningful. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/11     13.08     clarkson       iu 
 
no doubt your right. 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/12     02.09     steve       cu 
 
     Is this to say that non-systems people arent allowed 
to attempt to answer questions posed in notes? Is there 
some law that says that only system responses are 
meaningful? I like to be helpful, and give my ideas on 
someone's problem. I certainly hope my efforts are not 
considered a waste of disc space. 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/12     09.20     bob y       reading 
 
dear steve (and all you other frustrated non-systems people) 
 
you say you'd like to be helpful! here's a few suggestions: 
 
1)  read a note before you respond to it with your instant 
    analysis; we said that the failure repeatedly happened 
    and that a re-condense cured it. does that sound like a 
    bad charset flag? 
 
2)  don't proliferate mis-information. notice that they now 
    seem to set the charset flag at the end of loading a 
    charset; line errors might knock out part of the 
    loading of a charset (despite system protection against 
    that); but its not likely that the whole charset could 
    be lost (so that we would report 'random characters') 
    AND that the charset flag would be set. I can see a 
    neophyte programmer reading your note and concluding 
    that's why his charset doesn't load. 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/12     09.30     bob y       reading 
 
yes, steve, i'm upset about responses like yours (and NOTES 
has had too many such responses in recent days) 
 
you have succeeded in muddying the waters; we still do not 
have a response to our primary point. it seems that there 



 
was an error in the condensing of a lesson. hs a 
systems person noted our example? do the systems people 
accept that as a possibility? 
 
...and now, steve, here's where you come in: could other 
users corroborate our findings? could they add details 
about what commands might have been zapped or what time 
of the day such bad condenses might have happened? 
 
---------- note 718  smoneys 
  12/11     12.46     rdc       mtcc 
 
Is there someway I could access a FORTRAM compiler? I would 
like to write a program analysing data saved in common 
but it seems about impossible in TUTOR because one can't 
dimenion a two dimensional array. If anyone can tell 
me how to access the FoRTRAM compiler I will mail them 
a dollar. 
 
        P.S. A canned program compiler like BMD of SPSS 
would be even better. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/11     13.19     judy       pso 
 
I don't know about the FORTRAM compiler, but... 
 
If you know ahead of time the dimensions of your array, 
you can very easily -define- a two- (or more) dimensional 
array: 
 
define mine 
       x(i,j)=v (10 (i-1) + j)  where j→1'2'''10 
           and i → until you run out of space 
 
You can put segmented variables into arrays: 
         segment, p=n1,6 
         x(i,j)=p (10 (1-1) + j) 
Note that segmented variables must be in integer format. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/11     14.06     friedman       csa 
 
There's no FORTRAN compiler you can use in this system for 
general purpose computing. There is a FORTRAN compiler 
in the CS lesson system (fortcomp), and I think there 
are fairly limited, being intended for small student 
programs.↓ 
 Give the dollar to your favorite bona-fide charity. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/11     14.10     kovara       cccs 
 
By scaling floating pt. quantities, you can hold them in 
segmented variables. 



 
e.g; 123.456 = 123456/1000 
Just depends on how much precision you are willing to 
sacrifice 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/11     14.54     parrello       uimatha 
 
I will take the dollar if Prof. Friedman doesn't want it... 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/11     16.23     friedman       csa 
 
Are you a " bona fice charity", Bruce? (Maybe your 
red sweater is wearing out?) 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/11     16.40     shirer       vu 
 
 
   Cibtact me (talk: shirer vu) if you want preview 
of forthcoming Tutor matrix stuff, don shirer. 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/11     16.42     fuller       uimc 
 
       Bruce needs all the help he can get... the 
publishers of NEWS don't pay much... 
 
DF 
 
---------- response 8 
  12/11     16.54     shorty       law 
 
       This has nothing to do with it.... but isn't it 
suprising that Marty mfl hasn't complained about the 
hanuka sign-on??? 
 
shorty 
 
---------- response 9 
  12/11     18.50     cbepriller       ualern 
 
Are you sure all this junk belongs in GENERAL↑ notes????? 
djo 
 
---------- response 10 
  12/11     21.38     parrello       uimatha 
 
Am I a bona fide charity? 
 
---------- response 11 
  12/11     22.51     syfrig       iu 
 
Yes, your red sweater is getting old and faded, decayed, 
etc..... Except!!!,,..I'm more a bone-fide charity, 



 
considering that my nozzle is rotten!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
---------- response 12 
  12/11     23.37     oberpriller       ualern 
 
I still think that this doesn't belong in GENERAL notes!!! 
djo 
 
Oh, by the way.... 
 
Fro→uliche  Weinachten!!! 
 
---------- response 13 
  12/12     01.00     rowell       stan 
 
actualy, you don't even need to know the array size 
ahead of time, as long as you can make a rough guess at 
the largest size (in crder to allow enough variables) 
* 
*define x (i,j) =nc (i-1) ≠jdim+j) 
* 
where jdim is the number per row. if you want you arrays 
ordered ala FORTRAN just swap i and j on the right side 
of the equality. 
 
good luck 
 
---------- response 14 
  12/12     09.06     judy       pso 
 
      rdc originally asked for a FORTRAM compiler. 
      Then George talked about a FOTRAN compiler in 
      the cs lessons. is FORTRAM the same as FORAN? 
 
---------- response 15 
  12/12     09.43     kovara j       cccs 
 
Yes...a slip of the finger..unless ibm has sprung another 
incompatability on the computer world recently. 
 
---------- response 16 
  12/12     11.46     d sleator       oldedit 
 
I don't know if this is an announced feature, but 
by golly George there is a fortran compiler on the system! 
Of course you can't access common with it and you have 
to have a special file to use it. 
And it is restircted to a few privilaged courses. 
 
---------- response 17 
  12/12     22.26     stan       conn 



 
what chanukah sign-on? 
 
---------- response 18 
  12/18     13.31     rdc       mtcc 
 
Thank everyone for all your responces. JUDY PSO really 
saved my Chanuka. as oid ldf of mtcc. 
 
P.S. Judy pso also mispeled Fortran. This indicates to 
me it is a sign of intelligence to mispel Fortran. 
 
Thank you, agin. 
 
Merry Christmas 
 
---------- not 720 engraf 
  12/11     13.13     phil       cu 
 
Who wrote 'engraf'? I'm writing a lesson in engineering 
graphics called 'langrana', and I'd really appreciate 
it if the author could give me the INSPECT code  for 
'engraf' 
 
Thanx......... 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/11     13.20     lederman       cerlcc 
 
       The title page of engraf says Ben Lathan wrote it.. 
You could contact him through 'lathan' of 'mxc' 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/11     13.24     ware d       ve 
 
just got a 
Dick I/Io error when i tried to read the reply to this 
note.... 
 
dw 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/11     16.16     bradley       iu 
 
you mean a disk I/O error? 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/11     16.54     copeland       pfw 
 
         One would certainly hope so.... 
              the Wiz 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/11     17.54     jordan       english 



 
If you have problems contacting ben latham at Malcolm X 
in Chicago, I will be glad to act as a contact  person. I 
go up there about once a week and am in daily communication 
with the site. 
        Pauline Jordan (jordan, english) 
        252 ERL UofI, Urbana, Ill. 61820   (217-333-7450) 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/11     22.53     syfrig       iu 
 
hmmm.... So  Gen. Notes is now victim of Freudian slips!!! 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/12     11.38     study       iu 
 
is that supposed to be humor syfrig? if it is keep it out 
of valuable space! 
 
---------- response 8 
  12/13     10.21     ware       forestry 
 
aww comon you guys i slipped ok???.. 
shheesshh anyone can make a mistake... 
yes of course i ment DISK error... 
not all of us are preverts.. (misspelling intentional) 
dw 
 
---------- note 730 lastauthor 
  12/11     15.07     desabia       css 
 
I just entered my lesson to edit it and got the message 
Last Author desabia css, etc. I thought this message 
only appeared if the person editing the lesson was 
NOT the last author. Has this been changed again? 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/11     15.47     mckeown       com 
 
This feature has not been changed, BUT the symptoms you 
describe can occur when the size of the course you are in 
has been changed. That is, if the number of records in 
course css has been changed,↓ 
I think this is because the last author routine picks up 
change if course size is changed.↓ 
(Having had that happen to me a few times, I know it can be 
a real pain if you regularly edit many lessons.) 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/11     16.26     friedman       csa 
 
Prof. McKeown's right. The size of course css has been 
changed. As far as I know. the effect you have seen is 
the only effect you will see from this change; it should 



 
affect you in no other way. 
 
---------- note 731 Maps 
  12/11     15.25     rusty       pdg 
 
In answer to several questions: 
the Population Dynamics Group has developed a full lesson 
of world and regional maps in lesson 'pincome'. Once this 
could be reached through our general entry program, and 
this may be possible in the future. Meanwhile you can see 
them by way of lesson 'pregion'. If you have an operating 
touch panel you can choose regions by tough...if not, see 
directions at page bottoms. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/11     22.29     elston       rhrc 
 
Very Nice!! 
 
Are there plans for further sub-divisions (states, provinces, 
cantons, etc.)? 
 
Were the displays hard coded or was a point storing format 
used? 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/12     08.51     moore       vienna 
 
Many thanks , people. Next question...can we borrow?? 
       moore           vienna 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/12     12.06     rusty       pdg 
 
No further subdivisions presently planned. 
 
The point coords are packed in a common, are called out 
and used by a general " gdrawing" routine. 
 
They might be usable by others...not yet decided. 
 
---------- note 734 ecs disp 
  12/11     16.03     flory       mfl 
 
Situation: One attempts to condense a lesson, but gets 
the dreaded message " call your instructor -- Memory 
Allocation Exceeded..." 
 
Proposed: In some manner, determine the amount of ECS 
that would be required for a successful condense and 
include this on the display. 



 
M. Flory 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/12     07.15     nagel       vu 
 
I don't think that would be possible..... 
until the lesson is completely condensed 
there is no way to know how much space a 
successful condense will take! 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/12     08.04     kovara j       cccs 
 
    Isn't there a condense buffer in which all lessons are 
brought into to be condensed? Is the buffer space charged 
against the ecs of the site from which the lesson is 
condensed? If it is not, then the system would first have 
to condense the lesson, then, if it didn't fit in the 
available ecs. you would get the 'memeory allocation...' 
message, but the system has already determined the lesson's 
size. Unless the last condense length of the lesson is 
checked against available ecs, or if the condense is aborted 
as soon as the lesson length exceeds available ecs... 
 
Could someone please explain ? 
       thanks 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/12     09.21     flory       mfl 
 
Suppose we take the figure from the last time a particular 
lesson was condensed? Unless major changes were made. the 
estimate thus obtained would be pretty close to being right. 
Perhaps a system response could give more possibilities, 
along with an opintion from those who know... 
 
M. Flory 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/12     16.40     frye       research 
 
Kovara's response is correct in that the system has no 
way to know the size of a lesson UNTIL it is condensed -- 
think about *use* commands, friends! Only two or three 
words difference is apparent until the *use* is encoutered 
during the condense... 
 
It would be nice to show how much condensed code the 
lesson contained if one gets the " Allocation Exceeded" 
display -- in order to determine how much to partial 
out... you can find this out now by placing a bad or dummy 
command in your lesson - you'll get condense error 
page, which tells the size of the lesson. Real kludgey.... 



 
dave 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/12     18.06     parrello       uimatha 
 
But note that the lesson has been condensed by the time you 
get that message... 
 
---------- note 760 bulletin 
  12/12     10.57     walton       reading 
 
Now that the Bulletin Board is not seen by everyone when 
they sing in, is it being updated properly? Note -$587 
was written 5 days ago by Mr. Golden, concerning when 
Plato would be down over Christmas, and when the new 
ECS would arrive. But the Bulletin Board has not been 
updated to reflect that information. Hmmmmm.... 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/12     16.25     blomme       s 
 
   It should be updated (and I recently asked Bill 
amongst other to help keep it up), but it would be 
much more useful if we could mark it in some way like 
personal notes to indicate that new information is 
present. Perpaps we'll get around to that one of these 
days--for now. I hope we can at least get it up to date! 
 
---------- note 765 antebellum 
  12/12     12.08     hody       med 
 
could we have a system response to the responses to note 
651 (general notes) regarding cpu... specifically, 
to what does the message one gets after leaving a lesson 
refer: to cpu use since sing on, since leaving the 
editor, or something else? 
 
secondly, since it is clear that cpu use is going to 
be the next major cataclysm on this system and many want 
to gird their loins early, is there some facile way to 
collect data on cpu use rates in the course of actual 
running of lessons with a real student population? 
 
third, are there any plans for system level instructions 
perhaps in text (or on line) for constructing graphs, 
doing animations and calcs with a min of cpu use? 
many notes have appeared on this subject but only haphazard 
responses! " there is still time, brother"... 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/12     19.06     jhw       research 
 
The system variable *proctim* can be used to keep cpu data 
if you have a few spare variables, e.g. ti=v1,tt=vc1,p=vc2> 
 
calc       ti→clock     $$at the beginning of the lesson 



 
calc        p→p≠tt          $$in the finish unit 
            tt→clock-tt→tt 
            p→(p+1000proctim)/tt 
 
---------- note 766 new aids 
  12/12     16.08     jim       chem 
 
from the execution error display the HELP key is now 
active. this takes one to the section of AIDS which 
will (hopefully) explain your execution error. 
 
the connection between the execution error display and AIDS 
was put in by Kim Mast. most of the descriptions in AIDS 
were written by Celia Davis. the branching within AIDS was 
done by Jim Ghesquiere. 
 
if this seems valuable, we will then make a connection 
between the condense error display and AIDS. 
 
comments are welcome, please send them via personal notes 
to "jim" of "pso". 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/13     10.07     gilpin       peer 
 
       The productivity and creativity of Jim Ghesquire, 
Celia Davis, and colleagues is remarkable. AIDS keeps 
getting bigger, beeter, and easier to use. I especially 
like the trend toward including illustrative model code 
(along the lines of Bruce Sherwood's book), and the 
willingness to extend in experimental directions (like 
the just-announced feature). 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/13     12.01     bruce       cha 
 
    Aids is certainly a model lesson. Just one 
demonstration of the capabilities of the system that 
can be used for such a large amount of information. 
It must contain at least the equivalent of a semester 
long course, yet any small portion is accessable in 
an instant from so many places in the system!! 
 
---------- note 769 talk erase 
  12/12     17.14     stone       research 
 
         i've been having trouble lately when using the 
         talk option because the line does not always 
         erase correctly. 
 
         1. has anyone else been having this problem 
            lately? it seems to be more frequent than 
            usual. 
 
         2. is there any chance that the erase can be 
            changed so that it actualy erases the whole 
            7≠9 matrix instead of just rewriting the 



 
            last line in mode erase? the terminals do 
            mess up occasionally. 
 
 maureen stone 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/12     17.58     frankel       p 
 
I have also noted the problem, and we'll look into fixing 
it. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/13     09.53     peter       matha 
 
The lab key is active while in "term-talk", and performs 
a full erase of your line, on both terminals. This feature 
has often proved quite useful to me on terminals which 
have an erase problem of some sort. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/13     11.01     steve       cu 
 
     I believe this only works if you are monitoring 
someone. Otherwise, one has to live with all those 
garbage dots. 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/13     15.14     peter       matha 
 
Actually, it seems to work all the time for the "page_ee" 
(who has the upper line), and does not seem to work for 
the "pager" (with the lower line). 
 
I guess I receive more pages then I initiate, and so thought 
it worked all the time. Odd. 
 
---------- note 773 incos 
  12/12     19.37     rrp       mtcc 
 
...Anyone with a about 15-20 minutes...need a rest? 
...Want to help science! Take a look at lesson "incos". 
Tomorrow may be to late! Thank You. ¬0¬5¬0 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/12     23.04     syfrig       iu 
 
How about an explanation on what in the world ths lesson 
is??????? I went through it, and could't make heads or 
tails out of it!!!!!!! oh well........ 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/13     07.38     avner       s 
 
Looks like "valid confidence testing" bites the dust again. 



 
I do not think it is very polite to ask people to spend 
time looking at lessons that have gross erros in them. 
                Al Avner 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/13     08.51     esther       peer 
 
The directions make no sense at all. The task, as presently 
set up is a big waste of time. 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/13     15.11     rel       mtcc 
 
To: Al Avner 
     ...see personal notes! 
            Bob 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/13     15.16     jp       mtcc 
 
In the touch panel part of the lesson(whatever it's intent) 
the digit 1 is read by the system as a 10. 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/13     15.31     glynn       matha 
 
One of the really meaningful experiences of my life. Hope 
many more lessons like this are coming (worked on it for 
57 minutes...beautiful) 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/13     17.49     avner       s 
 
I should point out that my earlier statement was a personal 
opinion only and→ was prompted by the fact that, at the time 
I first tried the lesson, I was unable to proceed beyond 
the second display. Al Avner 
 
---------- note 776 blk.signon 
  12/13     04.02     loitz       cs109 
 
At the time of writing this note there is an author 
present at 0-0 using 1500 ECS with no sigon name or 
course. Maybe it's old St. Nicholas trying to remain 
anonymous? 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/13     04.08     kovara j       cccs 
 
Thats the console for the cyber 70/73. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/13     04.28     loitz       cs109 



 
Doesn't it have a name??? 
Maybe we should give it one. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/13     08.47     walter       physio 
 
I submit "Mike" for the name. 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/13     09.31     layman       matha 
 
how about "bob bizarro's bar-¬+-grill" ? 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/13     09.57     peter       matha 
 
See response ¬$1 to help note ¬$427..... 
 
(A note from the system itself, evidently...but I'm afraid 
I'm a bit pessimistic about it being Mike at this time..) 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/13     10.02     roper       siu 
 
Adam Selene 
 
(See The Moon is a Harsh Mistress) 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/13     10.03     roper       siu 
 
Heinlein fan, eh? 
              Adam Selene 



 
See "The Moon is a Harsh Mistress" 
 
---------- response 8 
  12/13     10.07     moore       vienna 
 
I am opposed to 'mike' (≤ for reasons which will become 
obvious later.) 
Unless someone is opposed to theft and plagiarism we 
could possibly use -HAL-(that oughtta shake visitors 
up a bit.) Of course, I'm sure many would object to 
stealing Stanley's idea, ergo, I (seriously, now folks) 
submit the following: we take care of two problems 
at once by naming it 'brigette' this will not only 
forestall confusion about the "ghost of the terminal" 
but will also sidetrack some of the nuisance calls that 
women(girls?female persons?) get when they're trying 
to work (ok judy??) 
        love, 
        mike moore≤≤≤≤≤≤ m 
 
---------- response 9 
  12/13     10.50     silver       ve 
 
How about Mycroft? That's what Mike was short for. 
 
---------- response 10 
  12/13     11.06     steve       cu 
 
     Sorry, folks, but the suggested names for my 
friend the Cyber console are already claimed. Maybe 
something that would reflect the Cyber's disposition, 
like, maybe, Irving? 
 
      HOLMES4 
 
---------- response 11 
  12/13     12.13     hansen       csa 
 
I move that we give it the name of Plato... 
After all without him were would we all be?? 
 
---------- response 12 
  12/13     12.14     aardvark       phar 
 
      Spectra 70?? 



 
---------- response 13 
  12/13     12.27     berger       users 
 
Doesn't anyone like the name, " << console >>?" 
 
---------- response 14 
  12/13     12.45     copeland       pfw 
 
       yea looks impressive!! 
                 the Wizard 
 
---------- response 15 
  12/13     13.21     bowery       comm 
 
If we used that name does that mean that we would be able 
to: 
jumpout <console> $$???? 
That may turn out to be a bad security measure.. 
i think that '<0>' would be a better name. 
 
---------- response 16 
  12/13     13.24     rusty       pdg 
 
A classical name: Ergo Sum. 
 
---------- response 17 
  12/13     14.02     moore       vienna 
 
I cast one/half vote for -Ergo Sum- and one/half vote 
for console(whichever way it's pronounced) 
 
                      love 
                      M↑^↑ˇ↑ˇ≤J 
 
---------- response 18 
  12/13     14.29     bowery       comm 
 
  If you have read 'I Have No Mouth and I Must Scream' 
by Harlen Ellison you may think twice about that name. 
Or maybe thrice. 
In fact if you REALLY think about it, you may end up 
bombing the machine room. (Yet another bad security 
measure) 
 
---------- response 19 
  12/13     14.50     aardvark       phar 



 
Arrowroot, son of Arrowshirt. 
 
(read 'Bored of the Rings') 
 
---------- response 20 
  12/13     15.44     kovara j       cccs 
 
i vote for 'Big Brother' 
              j. kovara 
 
...Good Gulf??...V8 maybe ?? 
 
---------- response 21 
  12/13     16.17     shorty       law 
 
Herbert? Edwin? Roxsanne? 
 
---------- response 22 
  12/13     21.57     rowell       stan 
 
How about Lady Lovelance? 
 
the FIRST computer programmer! 
(no relation to actress by same name) 
she wrote programs for Babbage's machine. since the machine 
was never built, she can't claim to be the FIRST debugger. 
(is there some symbolism in there somewhere?) 
 
---------- response 23 
  12/14     05.49     eric       weather 
 
ref hanson/csa's reply suggesting the name "plato"... 
 
i thought the computer was a "she"... like ships and other 
intricate machinery. 
 
personally i think "system" of course "console" would be 
the clearest way of solving the problem; after all, we are 
trying to avoid making plato confusing, aren't we? 
 
---------- response 24 
  12/14     10.32     kovara j       cccs 
 
  dsd of pplib then? 
 
---------- response 25 
  12/14     12.44     bob kaplow       nu1 
 
How about HARLIE? 



 
H uman 
A nalog 
R obot, 
L ife 
I nput 
E quivalents 
 
See When Harlie was One (David Gerrold) 
 
---------- response 26 
  12/14     12.45     parrello       uimatha 
 
I think considering all the work the console has done for 
us the least we could do is put it in course "s"... 
 
---------- response 27 
  12/14     13.29     sellers       arizona 
 
Dear Rowell of Stan, 
 
I'm sorry but there is no Lady Lovelance. Her name is 
Linda Lovelace. I should know. I saw the movie 30 times. 
(I'm a union projectionist). Also I wish to tell you; 
she is NO lady. 
 
---------- response 28 
  12/14     20.22     weast       users 
 
I still like the name Mike... 
 
¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ 
 
(I hear tell that Sherwin is tossing around the idea of 
a 32 voice music box that could be programmed to talk...) 
 
---------- response 29 
  12/14     23.07     oberpriller       ualern 
 
I vote for <Big Brother>.... 
 
How appropriate....... 
 
djo 
 
---------- response 30 
  12/15     01.55     folk       pfw 
 
 I would think that we could borrow the "HAL" sign-on 
since kubreck did mention that the HAL 9000 series was 
assembled at the H.A.L. lab in Chambana Ill. 



 
( im sure harlen wouldnt approve of your choice agg..) 
  a seen 2001 at least 7 times starry 
(also a devout ellision freek) 
 
---------- response 31 
  12/15     02.24     kovara j       cccs 
 
   PLEEEEZE!! 
H.A.L. = a lexical left shift of I.B.M 
        IICCCCCKKKKKKKKKK!!!!!!!!!! 
 
---------- note 793 1moretime 
  12/13     11.29     hansen       csa 
 
I would like to expand on Frye's idea ( help note 351 ) and 
propose the following for serious consideration. 
 
LESSON -- usea               LESSON -- useb 
 
      a. t1                        a. s1 
      b. t1                        b. s1 
      c. t1                        c. s2 
      d. t2                        d. s1 
 
use   usea,t1      $$ this would cause block a,b,c to be used 
 
use   useb,s1      $$ blocks a and b would be used 
 
In other words the use command would pick up all blocks in 
a row with the same name. Am I the only one that desires 
such a feature?  Hcw about some feedback on this idea. 
(systems??) 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/13     15.39     robson       arizona 
 
Depending on the 'continuity', or lack of it, of blocks 
with the same name seens a little risky - rearranging 
(adding or removing) blocks might easilly change the 
performance of another lesson. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/14     09.55     frye       research 
 
Hmmm...this is a little different from my original proposal 
-- I suggested that it pick ALL blocks by that name, in 
sequential order... but this certainly would be useful. 
Oh -robson, presumably you would have a little more control 
over -use-d lessons...would there be THAT much hassle? 
 
dave 
 
---------- note 814 spaz term 
  12/13     17.39     bradley       iu 
 
   man,I have got a terminal that is broken or something! 



 
every time I accept a term talk I have to press shift stop 
before I can talk and half the time I can't get an arrow and 
nothing works but shiftstop 
   I can't load any characters either!! 
     this is station 99 at site 27 and it has a spastic 
   slide projector if that has anything to do with it.. 
everybody else seems to be getting along fine though.... 
  it won't give any arrows so I can't type help or anything 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/13     18.03     berger       users 
 
I have several suggestions for you. 
1. Go extensively through lesson testor and 
write down all the hardware faults with your 
terminal. 
2. Report them. 
3. Take a look at your average cpu usage in your records. 
If it's higher than 3 ms/s, you may be autobreaking in 
whatever you're doing, thus having problems with accep- 
timg the talk. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/16     08.33     judy       pso 
 
Our slide selector was spastic last week.... at least 
part of the cause seemed to be a loose plug where the 
power cord plugged into the wall. Check your connectors. 
 
It is possible to "destroy" the standard arrow through 
loading an arrow in a charset. I can conceive of somehow 
getting a blank arrow loaded, thus no arrow would appear 
on the screen. For that, back clear out to "welcome" 
and sign in again. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/16     16.35     bradley       iu 
 
  I couldn't type anything and when I went into something 
like dogfight I got nothing but a : and something like a 
pause keys=stop1 because nothing worked.. 
it was very inconsistent and it was not autobreaking.. 
sometimes I got all the way to the character loading place.. 
 
---------- note 826 a la mode 
  12/14     13.39     layman       matha 
 
during a recent burst of line errors I was backing up to the 
author page ¬+ it read: 
 
                a¬x   MODE 
       choose a la    lesson: 
 
       ¬6 
 
Did I hook into some crazy system stuff or was this just 



 
an amazing coincidence? It sure is better than: 
      z v zv z z z v v v z z v z. 
 
      TomL 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/14     13.48     hody       med 
 
is this at the Baskin Robbins terminal? 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/15     14.27     layman       matha 
 
no, it isnt--but i hear that B-R, foreseeing a possible 
banana shortage, is thinking of using timeslices on their 
sundaes as a substutute (probably w/ an exit)-- the wierd 
author display may be due to the way the -polar- command 
handles the value of ¬p [but I havent heard a system 
confirmation yet]--TL 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/15     20.25     turnier       ualern 
 
       ? 
 
              r. 
 
---------- note 834   dataerror 
  12/15     17.51     syfrig       iu 
 
on a lesson space, when I go in to edit the thing, before 
I actually get into the blocks, first I get the data page, 
which is inconvenient. This is also doing this on a couple 
other lessons also. Is this an error, am I doing something 
wrong or what? thanks... 
 
                   Nate 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/15     17.55     white       p 
 
The editor is just reminding you to fill out that 
page (the data page) completely. 



 
---------- response 2 
  12/15     18.04     fuller       uimc 
 
       Specifically, line 6, the description of the lesson. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/16     02.39     syfrig       iu 
 
what are doing in my lesson, fuller? 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/16     02.44     syfrig       iu 
 
no offense, fuller, but was just curious (not mad or 
anything.) 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/16     08.41     judy       pso 
 
You should fill out all of the data page, but you MUST 
fill out line 6 or it will keep pestering you. 
 
These records are used to classify lesson by topic 
(workspaces are just "workspace"; if the grade, etc. isn't 
applicable write n/a), They are cross-referenced through 
"catalog" and "authors". It is to your advantage to fill 
the page out completely. 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/16     10.56     parrello       uimatha 
 
Fuller knew it was line 6 because he and I had the 
same thing happen on a lesson we one shared... 
 
---------- note 840 SD 
  12/15     23.21     rick       mflu 
 
In SD in the editor, the -mode- command is not recognized, 
and everything SD'd comes out in mode write. Would it be 
feasible to either let SD accept the -mode- command, or 
to have it print in mode rewrite? Sometimes in testing, I 
try positioning something where something else was, but 
since SD works in mode write only, all I get is an 
overwritten mess. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/16     07.36     frankel       p 
 
OK...I'll try to put -mode- in SD... 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/16     07.46     nagel       vu 



 
My SD mode has been working is mode rewrite 
last week and still is now...... 
 
press t 
write a line in SD 
press back 
press t 
next line rewrites over 1↑^stV one. 
 
be sure that the cursor is positioned at the 
start of the first line to overwrite it. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/16     08.07     walton       reading 
 
That's true. When inserting text in ID (not SD), you 
are in mode rewrite (unless it's sized writing). The 
complaint here is that SD10 in the editor will not be 
able to recognize the -mode- command. 
                      Rob Walton 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/16     11.00     parrello       uimatha 
 
Yes, but note also that SD mode is in mode write when it 
is displaying, but mode rewrite when you are inserting 
stuff into the display. This may be the source of the 
confusion... 
 
---------- note 848 Calender 
  12/16     10.28     pifko       uimatha 
 
     Does anybody know where I can pick up one of the Cerl 
calenders for my own personal use. I would be very 
grateful if I could get one! 
 
               Loser 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/16     21.12     tebby       pso 
 
CERL calendars were available at the office (Room 252), 
but they are not for personal use, but your business use 
when you are at your desk in CERL. 
                    Tebby Lyman 
p.s. if what you mean is a standard leaf-type calendar, 
a day a page. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/17     12.37     pifko       uimatha 
 
      No , what I want is one of the calenders that is up 
on the wall in the operator's room on the first floor 
of CERL. It is a computor printout. 
 
---------- response 3 



 
  12/17     13.58     baker       cs109 
 
Yeah!!! (pant,pant,drool) 
 
---------- note 851 thanks 
  12/16     12.41     hody       med 
 
many thanks to woolley for the new feature in notes... 
which permits copying general and help notes and the 
responses into other files... it's a good example of 
the high level of responsiveness of the plato owners 
and custodians to the wishes of the multitudinous 
users .... 
 
(don't make me eat those word in the futher, folks) 
 
---------- note 852 job offer 
  12/16     13.00     cindy       cdcc 
 
       The SUN (State University of Nebraska) Project 
is looking for a person to head up their  CBE/CAI/CMI 
activities. At this point in time, they have a large 
ETV network concentrating mainly on the areas of 
Accounting and Psychology. Their plan is to integrate 
PLATO as part of their course offerings. They need someone 
who has four main capabilities: 
1. Experience in training adult learners, 
2. Sensitivity to the needs of adult learners, 
3. Familiarity with TUTOR as well as other 
       programming languages, 
4. Management capabilities. 
There is a need to fill this position as soon as possible, 
i.e., Jan. or Feb. 
Interested parties, please call Cindy Poulos 
at 3-4217, or leave a personal note for cindy of cdcc, 
or respond here. 
 
---------- note 853 ecs probab 
  12/16     14.10     bowery       comm 
 
   For those of you into probability distributions: 
Lesson -van- has (at least temporarily) a ECS monitor 
giving frequency distributions of ECS words available 
over time. All you do is enter and watch the distribution 
develop. For site o it seems that the curve is skewed 
toward the negative end (ecs exceeded) which should come 
as no surprize.. Check your site out. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/16     15.01     rusty       pdg 
 
Apparently it is not operating right now. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/16     15.46     moore       vienna 



 
it might be operating now but I'm still not sure exactly 
what I saw..explication??????? 
        love 
        MV≤J 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/16     17.27     layman       matha 
 
         In -site-, 
         it must be right. 
 
         TomL 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/16     18.54     avner       s 
 
For those interested in the same distributions for the 
system as a whole, lesson 'terminal' contains summaries 
for the previous month (updated monthly-see the "hourly 
usage" and "site ecs" options). 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/17     01.21     bowery       comm 
 
  Sorry folks but due to a lack of graphic capabilities 
the program as it stood was unable to cope with 
ecs (mallot-muse) scales far from those of log. site 0. 
fixed now 
 
---------- note 854 lineerrors 
  12/16     14.34     mgs       mtcc 
 
What is wrong with PLATO. nothing but 
line errors at this end!!!!!!!! 
It is really getting bad!!!!! 
Please fix!!! Even if it takes an hour or two!!!!! 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/16     15.13     midden       p 
 
It is best to report problems of this nature to the 
engineers by way of lesson repair. 
 
Unless problems of this nature are reported. the engineers 
are unable to correct the problem. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/16     15.59     mgs       mtcc 
 
Please fix!!!!!!!! 
I've reported the mess in lesson repair, but it 
seems as if that's only if the trouble is in the 
terminal, not the system!!!!!!!! 



 
It's getting so bad, I'm thinkingj of committing 
suicide!!!!!!!! 
 
I can't get any work done!!!! 
HELP!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/16     16.10     ltl       mtcc 
 
We may have a mass suicide here if something doesn't get 
fixed...It's a little frightening to go thru a program you 
were writting yesterday and which was working fine and find 
it doing strange things like erasing lines and writing 
wrong sentences from who knows where.. 
                     Thank you to whoever solves 
                     these problems 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/17     08.43     cat       cdcc 
 
the same was noted here yesterday, ie, strange erasing 
in lessons previously working. 
 
on occassion, the entire panel failed to plot at all, but 
responses to arrows were shown. 
 
weird. 
 
charlene 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/17     10.14     berger       users 
 
Hold it guys.... To the initials: 
Your problem is most likely a hardware problem. 
Talk to the engineers here before you start 
screaming about the system as a whole. 
 
---------- note 857 code words 
  12/16     15.43     friedman       csa 
 
I'd like to get some discussion going on the subject of 
security codes for common, leslist, and dataset.↓ 
Currently, of course, all three of these features share 
one security code. But these are separate features, 
having separate purposes, and sharing one code for all 
three produces some really dangerous situations.↓ 
For example, my router has a leslist; some of the routed 
lessons need to refer to this leslist, so have to have 
the code word filled in. Other lessons have their own 
commons. Now, sometimes the same lesson has to have 
access to the router's leslist, and has to contain an 
unrelated common. This results in a proliferation of 
the number of lessons having the security codeword of the 
router's leslist, with increasing danger to the integrity 



 
of the leslist. And it results in a number of unrelated 
commons having to have the same security codeword.↓ 
(continued--press LAB) 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/16     15.52     friedman       csa 
 
The same problem holds for datasets.↓ 
Now, I can envision at least two solutions to this problem: 
a particular solution and a more general solution. 
The particular solution would be simply to add two more 
codewords to every lesson file: a leslist codeword, and 
a dataset codeword. This would presumably be easy to 
implement, assuming the words are available.↓ 
The more general solution would be to have several 
codewords (say, maybe, 4 or 5) of general use. Give them 
names or numbers: say, maybe, a b c d e. Then commands 
like common, leslist, dataset, jumpout, etc. would 
specify, as the third tag, which codeword has to match. 
If the third tag were missing, the default could be to 
match the codeword used now (so old lessons would still 
run).↓ 
I think there's a real problem, of quite some urgency to 
my project. I'd especially like to see SYSTEM responses 
to these suggestions. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/16     17.21     layman       matha 
 
the general use codewords sound good--perhaps one could 
specify (on the file data page) what the codeword is 
used for (rather than specify by letter)--an indicator 
could be set similar to what we do when we add a new blok 
¬+ call it either charset, source, etc-- a general codeword 
could be tagged as common, jumpout, etc (except for the 
change code)               TomL 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/16     19.35     blomme       s 
 
    When we take more space out of the directory block of a 
lesson for system information, then a number of important 
pieces of data can be added and there will also be room for 
more code words. A change to allocate on the basis of 7 
disk blocks instead of 14 is planned along with this--about 
the only effect as fat as users are concerned would be that 
21 (as well as the current 14 and 28) block lessons would be 
available (as well as 7 block "minis" for testing or 
whatever). I'd hope that this can be completely early 
next year (like before the end of January). 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/16     21.15     carter       comm 
 
    While we're on the subject of adding data page 
information, one important addition would be storing not 
only the authors name, but some sort of supervisor name as 
well (if any). The problem is that many authors are transient 



 
Contacting the person that actually wrote the lesson will 
many times be impossible. Inspection of catalog indiacates 
some groups solve this problem by giving the same author 
name to all lessons, even if there are 300 of them. Add- 
ing the extra info could more accurately reflect the 
situation. 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/17     10.17     friedman       csa 
 
Rick, thank you for the system response. An implementation 
of this sort of thing by the end of January would be most 
useful to our project. (I gather from your response that 
my suggestions will be seriously considered, even though 
you didn't exactly commit yourself.)↓ 
To other contributors to this discussion: Could we please 
keep it to the subject I started with? Let's try not to 
clutter up a discussion with side issues; if you have 
what you think is a good idea, start a new note series! 
 
---------- note 862 pcalendar 
  12/16     16.13     rusty       pdg 
 
In lesson accy3, the perpetual calendar is wrong for every 
year before 1901. 
Rule: every 4 years is a leap year, EXCEPT: 
    every 100 years is not a leap year, EXCEPT: 
    every 400 years is a leap year. 
Thus 2000 is correct, and 1900 (and all before it) is not. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/16     17.10     meers       wright 
 
actually the 'Leap Year Rule' of Pope Gregory XIII is that 
a day be dropped from every centesimal year (ending in 00) 
whose number cannot be divided by 400.. Thus, a day was 
dropped in the years 1700, 1800 and 1900. This meant that 
the years 1700, 1800, and 1900 were not leap years and had 
only 28 days in February. A day will not be dropped in the 
year 2000 so febrauary 29, 2000 will exist.. 
 
   11 days were dropped from our calendar in 1752 to make 
it correct so September 2, 1752 was followed by September 
14, 1752.. 
 
  Perpetual calendars made using the above rules are correct 
at least back to October 15, 1582... 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/16     18.52     avner       s 
 
Of course the date of introduction of the current 
calendar also varied for the different European countries, 
so watch those early dates! 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/16     23.28     shirer       vu 



 
   Watch the late dates too! England (and colonies) did 
not switch 'til the middle of the 18th century, so 
George Washington was not really born on Feb. 22 at all. 
(and you all thought he was telling the truth all along"?!) 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/17     08.41     judy       pso 
 
Think of the noise and confusion that resulted merely 
from changing sign-on procedures. Can you IMAGINE what 
would happen if the government tried to drop 11 days 
from the calendar (even for a good reason) ??!?!?!?!?! 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/17     11.50     rusty       pdg 
 
Especially when people are paid by the day, but must pay 
rent by the month (England nearly had a revolution before 
we did)! 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/17     12.38     meers       wright 
 
   George Washingtons birthday is really Febraury 11, 1732 
(OS) →Old Style, but when the change was made to the 
Gregorian Calendar by the British Empire in 1752, it 
was newly established as February 22, 1732.... 
 
   The nations that were slow in adopting the new calendar 
are Japan,1873; china,1912; Greece,1924; and Turkey,1927.. 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/17     13.31     gilpin       peer 
 
...and Russia 1918 
 
---------- note 867 miracle! 
  12/16     18.03     warner       iu 
 
A true Chanukah miracle is taking place on the 
"Welcome to PLATO" page! 
The menorah is now equipped with ten lights, one 
burning miracluously in mid-air without a candle to 
support it! This is especially a miracle, since 
Chanukah is over! 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/16     18.22     layman       matha 
 
How'd that -specs nocandl- get in there!?!?! 
 
---------- note 868 pre¬6judge 
  12/16     18.14     layman       matha 



 
what happens when a judge command is encountered in regular 
pre-¬6 state? It obviously is ignored, as test programs show. 
But is this built-in to the judge command machinery or 
is it an accident? I want to -do- a unit which is 
ordinarily -go(ne)to- in post-arrow state ¬+ ends w/a judge 
ignore. Can I count on a -judge- always being a do-nothing 
command in pre-¬6 state.               TomL 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/16     18.58     avner       s 
 
yes 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/17     10.55     layman       matha 
 
thanx 
 
---------- note 873 whendown? 
  12/16     19.34     roper       siu 
 
Excuse me but when did you say that PLATO goes down for 
break? (What hour on what day?) 
 
                   Thanks, 
                   Quetzal 



 
---------- response 1 
  12/16     19.37     blomme       s 
 
See the bulletin board! (Press the DATA key on the 
Author Mode display if you don't know what I am talking 
about) 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/16     21.17     carter       comm 
 
SHIFT DATA 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/16     23.07     blomme       s 
 
Oh well..doesn't close count? You might also try 
pressing B (SHIFT-b). 
 
---------- note 882 phrases 
  12/17     01.31     mckeown       com 
 
Is it planned in the future to allow ignorable words to 
be optional in phrases in vocabs-concept setups? E.g.:↓ 
vocabs test 
       <of> 
       (cost*goods,cgs) 
concept cgs↓ 
I would like to accept 'cost goods' or 'cost of goods'. 
(I realize I can do that very easily here, but in the real 
example, I have more ignorable words,) It seems to me that 
ignorable. Comments? 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/17     12.52     tenczar       s 
 
could be done...but I see some problems.. 
 
vocabs...<before,the,of> 
         (cg,cost*goods) 
         etc 
. 
concept cg 
 
. 
student types in "give the cost before the goods are 
        delivered! 
 
your change would then still couple -cost- to -goods- 
(and it would be impossible to tell what "phrases" 
would be made from a vocabulary with, say, 100 ignorable 
words intersperced between the main actors) 
 
it seems safer to leave it the way it is...anyone else 
have any opinions? 
 
---------- response 2 



 
  12/17     15.34     jim       pso 
 
i prefer to have the phrases as they are...phrases with 
endings would re nice. 
 
---------- note 885 sys router 
  12/17     09.45     lederman       cerlcc 
 
        Will anyone up there ever make it possible for 
those of us who use the system router....to add a page 
before those which already exist.... 
        For example, for my course, I like to start with 
a single page....and then place new material before that 
first page, leaving the second page for those who haven't 
yet finished old material...or who need to review. 
        As it is now, I must delete the first page...make 
a new first page...and retype in the exact same (old first) 
page as a new second page... 
        Sure would be nice to specify which pages you want 
first, second and third... 
        Ruth......?......Systems????? 
 
        thanks....barb. 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/17     10.17     michael       english 
 
Please..... 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/17     11.27     chabay       p 
 
OK, will do. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/17     11.30     lederman       cerlcc 
 
        YOU ArE BEAUTIFUL!!!!!! 
 
        ie...thanks....barb 
 
---------- note 889 print bug 
  12/17     10.47     friedman       csa 
 
Minor bug in the lesson print program:↓ 
References to symbols are not collected when the symbol 
appears in the following context: 
restart lesson, (symbol) 
This is a legal command, with a character string unit name 
stored in the variable represented by "symbol". The print 
routine should collect this as a reference to "symbol". 
but does not. 
 
---------- note 894 introtutor 
  12/17     12.22     steve       cu 



 
     I would like to protest the recent restriction of 
lesson "introtutor" to authors only. Here, we have a public 
student type signon that is used by people to become 
familiar with PLATO before they are given author records. 
Many want to learn the TUTOR language, and therefore 
"introtutor" was made available from the router. 
     To my horror, I saw a student try to run introtutor 
only to get the message that he must run it as an author. 
Why was this unnecessary and useless restriction made? 
It doesnt take up extra ECS, and is valuable learning 
tool. Now, students must get what TUTOR they can from 
the manuals and from "aids", not the best way to be 
introduced to the language. 
     I would appreciate comments on this subject, especially 
from the person responsible for the restriction, 
 
     Steven Lionel/Cornell University 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/17     12.30     orpheus       cu 
 
        I'd like to add my voice to Steve's in protesting 
this restriction. Like most of the others who have become 
authors here, I learned the basics of TUTOR in "introtutor." 
The lesson is well-written and very informative, and its 
choice of introductory material is excellent--an extremely 
important consideration, given the subtleties (and the 
power) of the TUTOR language. I can say for myself that 
AIDS, while an invaluable reference source for experienced 
authors (I can't think of anyone who could do without it), 
is almost completely incomprehendsible to the uninitiated. 
 
        I think the restriction of "introtutor" was and 
ill-considered move. but I'd be happy to change my mind 
if the persons responsible can present a convincing argu- 
ment. 
 
                 Mike≤≤≤≤¬↑^↑ˇ↑ˇ↑ˇMike 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/17     12.33     crooks       siu 
 
Yes that does seem to be a problem...but the manuals are 
very well written...it is much easier to learn on the system 
though...Personally I see no reason to restrict the lesson 
as such...It also had two very good mini-lessons for 
demos when you could not get into anything else... 
My wish is that introtutor will be expanded to include 
more of the commands and concepts behind plato... 
 
                        Olo¬erin 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/17     12.50     jim       pso 
 
user type student can now use INTROTUTOR. in a couple of 



 
months. i will rethink several parts of that lesson. it 
may be expanded at that time also. 
 
please send comments via personal notes to jim of pso. 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/17     13.05     orpheus       cu 
 
        No one has yet explained why the lesson was 
restricted in the first place. 
 
      I'd really be interested in knowing what sort of 
logic led to this action. 
 
                  curiously yours, 
 
                  Mike≤≤≤≤¬↑^↑ˇ↑ˇ↑ˇMike 
 
---------- response 5 
  12/17     13.21     jim       pso 
 
it was basically  ---  if a person wants to learn TUTOR, 
one should include practice. it is difficult to practice 
without an author record. 
 
---------- response 6 
  12/17     15.09     celia       pso 
 
And if I may add to Jim's remarks: 
The designers of the introductory materials thought that 
it would be especially beneficial to interesperse practice 
with learning: after reading chapter 1 in the manual, 
going through section 1 of "introtutor", and going through 
sample lesson A, the learner will benefit greatly from 
writing his version of sample lesson A right then. 
To do this, an author record is necessary. 
 
---------- response 7 
  12/17     21.37     hody       med 
 
i am sorry but maybe i don't understand 
 
you are witholding a valuable piece of work from 
those who have only student records because the work 
becomes more valuable if they have author records? 
 
i fail to see how that is a logical thing to do" 
 
perhaps looking through introtutor will encourage 
some who are shy about programming to become more 
interested and request quthor records... 
 
---------- response 8 
  12/18     09.22     judy       pso 



 
I thought that one reason for limiting student access 
was that the -restart-s fouled up those many students 
who sign on with multi-purpose records.? 
 
---------- response 9 
  12/18     10.41     rader       s 
 
I would also like to ask if the people who were using 
"introtutor" in student mode had ever inquired of the 
authors as to the use of the lesson? How was Jim to know 
that you were finding a valuable use for a lesson in 
student mode when he had written it and always thought 
about it as a lesson to be used in actually training 
new authors? Read Celia's comments to get the flavor of 
what the intended use was. Is it true that all of the 
burden of poor communication is Jim's? I don't think so. 
 
I hope this little story now has a happy ending, however. 
 
---------- note 906 partridge 
  12/17     15.15     shirer       vu 
 
   If I were a judge (and I'm not) of the proposed display 
contest, Lee Fillman and Tom Schaefges would win it 
hands down for their beautiful and timely "partridge-in-a- 
pear-tree". (in read47) I'm only sorry I dont have an 
audio unit to hear the sound track. Nice going! 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/17     17.19     layman       matha 
 
hear! hear! 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/17     18.35     tom s       reading 
 
        Thanks.......what more can I say? 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/19     09.42     lee f       reading 
 
Thanks Don, we gave it all we got. Happy Holidays 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/19     11.28     lhn       mtcc 
 
A few of us at ARI have looked at read47. Must say 
that if the lil' kids like it as much as the big kids 
here, you have a real winner. 
    R/* 
 
---------- note 908 SDsuper 
  12/17     15.37     crpheus       cu 
 
        Strange things happen in SD mode when you try to 



 
use SUPERscript characters in -size-d writintg. Each time 
the SUPER key is used, the wirting moves up some more dots 
--text does not return to the normal writing line after 
the character. 
 
        Anybody aware of this? 
 
                 Mike≤≤≤≤¬↑^↑ˇ↑ˇ↑ˇMike 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/17     15.42     parrello       uimatha 
 
?? 
Couldn't get this to happen when, out of curiousity, I 
tried it, BUT I did notice that when locking SUPERs and 
SUBs are used in any size, SD gives you the new arrow in 
the wrong place..... 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/18     09.39     judy       pso 
 
I don't understand "new arrow in the wrong place" ? 
 
If I type (in the regular editting text) 
size    2 
at      1010 
write   uu↑^uuup 
        dd↑^ˇown 
        here I am 
 
and then use SD and attempt to type exactly on top of 
what I have, it behaves as I would expect, and the 
resulting source code looks exactly like the original. 
 
Could you give an example? 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/18     12.13     friedman       csa 
 
Maybe by "new arrow", he means in ID or SD "t"ext mode? 
 
---------- response 4 
  12/20     08.16     orpheus       cu 
 
         The following code produces the effect I described 
(this is an example): 
 
         at     1616 
         size   2 
         write  f^x is y^1^/^2 above z 
 
Everything after the superscripted x appeared on the same 
line as the x, instead of returning to the line of the f. 
 
               Mike B≤≤≤≤≤≤¬↑^↑ˇ↑ˇ↑ˇMike B 
 
---------- note 910 tab glitch 



 
  12/17     15.51     parrello       uimatha 
 
A funny thing... 
If you type an ACCESS-SPACE, then do a TAB (in one of 
the editors, say) the next thing you type is plotted a 
half-space too far back. Thus, ACCESS-SPACE TAB * plots 
as in line (1) below when you type it in at the arrow, and 
as in line (2) below when you replot it on the display page. 
Not only does this make it hard to line things up, but when 
you press ERASE, it erases in the right place even though 
you are plotted at the wrong place. This is frustrating 
to no end... 
 
(1)         * 
(2)         ¬ * 
after ERASE, (1) becomes 
(3)         *¬≤[* 
 
(The proof will be left as an exercise for the reader.) 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/18     13.41     judy       pso 
 
strange indeed... 
 
TAB  ACCESS-SPACE * seems to work ok.... maybe you can 
change your typing habits. 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/18     15.38     bradley       iu 
 
..have you been reading goodman's calculus book? the one 
with the red cover?the one with the trusting students etc.? 
  it does strange things when you type space-backspace 
and then go on..at the arrow it looks ok but when displayed 
it looks like two spaces in front... 
 
---------- note 911 varloc? 
  12/17     16.01     bowery      comm 
 
   Contrary to information in AIDS, varloc is not a function 
like unto -sin- -bitcnt- -log- etc... in that you cannot 
use it at an arrow and have it evaluated even with 
a -define   student-. HOWEVER if you say: 
 
define  student 
        x=n1,zorko(i,j)=v(i≠3+j+10) 
        var(i)=varloc(i) 
arrow   wherever 
store   x 
ok 
at      1010 
show    x 
* say ¬6 var(zorko(2,3)) 
* you are shown 19 at 1010! 
 
   Believe it or not.. this function is useful in common 



 
editing so you dont have to refer to your define set. 
 
           Jim Bowery 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/17     16.38     parrello       uimatha 
 
Also along similar lines... We were told some time ago that 
to ge system variables into define set -student- we should 
use something like 
 
define student 
       ... 
       sysvar=sysvar 
       ... 
 
but this generates a warning message.... 
 
---------- response 2 
  12/18     10.00     judy       pso 
 
you should say: 
 
define  student 
        ecsgone=muse 
        whereiam=station 
 
The system word itself must not be on the left of the 
define statement. 
 
---------- response 3 
  12/18     12.02     parrello       uimatha 
 
Ok, thanks.... 
 
Drats, I was hoping I woldn't have to use my imagination... 
 
---------- note 915 binaries? 
  12/17     20.16     terminet       rhrc 
 
I have been told that "binaries" of lessons with condense 
errors are not saved. True? 
 
Also if a lesson only has "warnings" will the "binary" be 
saved? 
 
I realize that the answers may change with different 
versions but I was wondering what the present case was. 
 
                              Thanks 
 
---------- response 1 
  12/18     06.56     white       p 
 
Binaries of lessons with (and without) condense 
errors are stored on disk. 



 
                                       *** end of notes *** 


